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Family Sunday Roast

Sunday 23rd August, 1pm

Bring the family together for a treat - Sunday Roast with fellow Danes, friends and family.
Doors will open at 12.30pm and there will be a bit of time to enjoy a drink and mingle before
we indulge in great food.

The bar will be open and accepts both cash, eftpos and credit card.

The Buffet Roast is $25 for members and for their guests.
Children 12 and younger can eat for half price.

RSVP by 16th of August please.

To book: Payment details:

Click/copy below link to register online: Account Name: The Danish Society Inc

https://tinyurl.com/bdkhctjc

Account Number: 12-3036-0671539-00

Bl o simply scan Particulars: Member ID or First Name
the QR code
with your phone. Code: Last Name
Or email events@danishsociety.org.nz Reference: SOC 230826
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From the President’s desk - August 2026

Kaere medlemmer,

: ‘ ‘Hej allesammen’. Since I last wrote,

| winter has definitely arrived! In

| Auckland we are certainly having

a colder winter than usual. As I'm

~ . sure you 11 agree, although cold,

. 4541 these beautiful, clear, sunny days

are quite stunning. They remind me of spring in

Denmark, especially with spring flowers appearing

early. On the other hand, Denmark has been experi-
encing warmer temperatures and heat waves.

I would like to extend a warm welcome to all our
new members. It has been a pleasure to meet some
of you. The committee and I look forward to meet-
ing all of you again soon. Please contact myself or a
committee member if you have any questions at all.

As many of you will be aware, in early July we re-
ceived the sad news that our long-standing and ded-
icated Life Member, Bente Winter had passed away.
A wonderful lady who was a friend to many and
leaves quite a legacy (see an obituary in this news-
letter plus photos).

You can also read Bente’s story in her own words on
our website, under ‘Danish Immigrant Stories from
the 50’s and 607s.

A lot of hard work goes in behind the scenes and I'd
like to take the opportunity to say a huge thank you
to our fantastic Committee and Sub-committees, in-
cluding all volunteers. Not forgetting our wonderful
and patient Editor, Saj Choudhary.

Many hours are put into the organising and day to
day running of our club. We are all working hard and
would welcome more help. There are many projects
on the go and exciting events planned in the near
future. Therefore, please get in touch if there is an
area you think you can get involved in.

This year is flying by, I really don’t know where it’s
gone! Keep an eye on the ‘Quick Check Calendar’ in
this newsletter and book early to help with numbers
and catering. Get your friends and family together
and come along. Vi ses!

Annette
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Quick Check Calendar

AUGUST

Sat8th - Winter Warm-Up
Sun 9th - Open House (2pm)
15th-16th - Valhalla Working Bee

Sun 23rd - Sunday Roast (1pm)

SEPTEMBER

Sun 13th - Bingo & Open House (2pm)
Fri18th - Film Evening

19th-20th - Valhalla Working Bee

OCTOBER

Sun 11th - Open House (2pm)

Sun 18th — Over 60s Smorrebrodsfest (1pm)
17th-18th - Valhalla Working Bee

QOO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO

No Movie Night in August

Keep an eye out for September.

Details to follow.

LSOOG OBO OO GOOGOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOBOOOOE

Thank You

Keare Danish Society,

Mange tak for de dejlige blomster til min 70 ars
fodselsdag. They lasted for a whole month. Many
many thanks once again.

Philippa Barrett-Garner
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In Memory of
Bente Winter
1 July 1936 - 9 July 2026

On behalf of the committee and our members, I
would like to offer our sincere condolences to
the Winter family and their extended family, the
Thomassen’s and Laustsen’s.

Bente was a respected and active member of our
society. She had many friends of whom she often
met with at functions. Bente and Kaj joined the
Danish Society in 1965. This is where their involve-
ment started and during the 70’s and 80’s they both
served on the committee. Bente as Editor and Kaj
as President.

They enjoyed folk dancing back in the early days
and were also involved with the Youth Club and
various social events with their sons, Allan, Eric
and John. Their generosity has always been appre-
ciated, particularly with furniture donations over
the years at Parnell, Penrose and Valhalla.

Bente became a life member in 2020. She was very
proud of the club and the hard work of the com-
mittee, she would often tell me this when she at-
tended ‘smorrebrodsfester’ with her brother Vagn,
other family members and friends. She loved com-
ing along and most recently enjoyed being sung to,
in Danish a few days after her 90th birthday at our
smeorrebrodsfest on 4th July.

Bente leaves behind her three sons, Allan, Eric
and John, their wives, five grandchildren and one
great-grandchild.

A lovely lady with a warm smile.

&re vere hendes minde’
— In honor of her memory

Annette Jorna
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Penrose Danish House Outdoor Development Plans
Sunday 9 August at 2pm

Richard and I were walking around the gardens on a
beautiful sunny afternoon while there was an event
happening in the hall. Richard and I noticed a few
people from the event come out into the garden
during a break, have a brief look around, and walk
back inside where there were places to sit down...
what a shame they couldn’t enjoy the sunny day!!!

We have a good sized area outside and I feel we
could make better use of it. I, as a garden designer,
decided to present the idea of developing the outside
areas over a period of time. Having a plan to work
towards, a plan that would fit with all of our events,
and potentially other new events to take place, along
with making the venue more attractive for members
using it for their own private events. It would also be
more attractive for our external clients that hire the
venue.

While putting a few ideas down on paper and re-
searching Danish history, I quickly realised that this
garden could also be an educational area, educating
2nd generation Danes, family members, and guests
around Danish history and traditions - part of the
Danish Society mission statement.

The concept can be developed further to suit feed-
back and suggestions made by interested members.

The work would be planned around a low budget,
relying on donations, volunteers, and the Danish So-
ciety funding, over an extended period of time, so as

not to impact the society financially.

I have some concept drawings that I would like
members to offer feedback on.

During August Open House, I will be there with the
drawings to answer any questions, and to take note
of any suggestions or changes that you may have.

Due to a high expression of interest over the Dan-
ish House Landscape Plans, we will also have them
available for discussion at the August Sunday Roast
for any of those who couldn’t make it to the open
house on Sunday.

There has been an overall landscape plan for the
property that has been created along with artist im-
pressions of certain areas, we are looking for feed-
back from the members so we can develop the final
plan over the next 4-6 weeks.

Hope to see you there.
See you there!

Adrian

**We need you!***

.

Events
Sub-committee

Contact events@danish-
society.org.nz if you can
spare some time and be
part of a fun group to help
organize events. Any help
is appreciated.

We have a team of ded-
icated helpers who tire-
lessly put up their hand every time but we need
new people too.

The more volunteers we can call on, the better it
will be for our club!
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Celebrate 50 Golden Years Valhalla!

Join us for a historic, free weekend celebration on
Easter 2027 as we mark our landmark 50th Anni-
versary of Valhalla. This milestone event is our way
of saying thank you to our wonderful members for
keeping Danish culture, traditions, and communi-
ty spirit alive in New Zealand and to celebrate the
ownership of Valhalla for half a century. Bring your
family, reconnect with old friends, and make new
memories during a spectacular weekend of hygge,
heritage, and history.

This is a momentous event, and we are encourag-
ing all members to plan ahead and make the effort
to either join for one of the days, or come for the
entire weekend, we intend to have camping facili-
ties for members who wish to stay for more than
one day.

We are currently in the planning stage, the details
of what exactly will be happening on each day will
be disclosed in the coming months.

There will be lots of fun activities and good food for
all, along with unveiling the commemorative sten.

If anyone has any ideas, games, presentations, per-
formances, or activity’s that they would like to see,
or be part of organising at the event, please get in
touch with or Christine or Adrian.

Christine — 0212553873 - valhalla@danishsociety.
org.nz

Adrian - 021343031 - adrianfry72@gmail.com
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First Bingo / Banko of 2026

(Combined with Open House)
Sunday 13th September, 2026 - 2pm

Great family fun and lots of prizes - $5 per card
Coffee/Tea and cake $2.50 member, $5 non-member

RSVP: 9 September (register your interest for catering
and planning purposes). events@danishsociety.org.nz
or call/send a txt to Mia on 0212970579.

Please bring cash if possible.
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Winter

WORLD FOLK
DANCE FESTIVAL

¥

Wender

WORLD FOLK
DANCE FESTIVAL

WINTER WARM-UP
World Folk Dance Festival

‘{{( 6:00 PM Danish Society Dancers

6:15 PM Finnish Tanhu Dancers js,
- - :
%6:30 PM Sunshine Iranian Dancers

6:45 PM Folklorico Chileno Latino é
vé—':ﬁ':oo PM Public Nuisance Morris

7:15PM Doina, Romanian Dancers

EVENT DETAILS

L od

Saturday, 8th August 2026 g;w::;o PM Love Dance Associ, Chinese

Doors Open 5:30 PM - Event Until 9:30 PM

Denish House 7:45PM Thistle Dancers, Scottish g

6 Rockridge Avenue, Penrose, Auckland

X .
QS:OO PM Kunza (Chile)
CULTURES REPRESENTED

Danish | Iranian | Chilean | Romanian | Bulgarian 8:15 PM English Country Dance Group (StepStately) K
Chinese | Scottish | English | Colombian | Finnish Lt

(‘%:\ 8:30 PM Bulgarian Roses
Vost®

ici . . . . . &
Delicious food for sale! 8:45PM Tierra Viva, Colombian Dance Group @

Gold coin donation at the door
9:00 PM Raffle

I EEEEEEE——————
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REGULAR EVENTS

CARDPLAYERS COMMITTEE MEETINGS
They meet on the first and third Wednesday of the These are held on the second Monday of each
month - 11am to 3pm. month at 7.30pm.
Contact: Pam & Richard Logan (09) 480-9883

OPEN HOUSE
FOLKDANCERS An Open House is held on the second Sunday of
They meet at 7.30pm on the first and third Tuesday each month from 2-4pm.
of the month. Complimentary coffee and tea will be served
Contact: Finn Nielsen (09) 625-5533 All welcome - no need to book.
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Smorrebrodsfest - Saturday 4 July 2026

On Saturday 4 July, the Danish House welcomed 56
guests for another wonderful smorrebrodsfest. It was
a fantastic evening of delicious food, good company,
and Danish hospitality.

A special thank you goes to Mia Barr, who did an
outstanding job organising the event on behalf of the
committee. Also a thank you to Ursula for her hard
work for the event and lovely table decorations, as
she was the one who stepped up on the night with
Mia being away in Denmark.

The evening was beautifully catered by Jacob and
Bree from Danish Delicacy Catering, who served a
delicious selection of traditional smerrebred that
was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone.

Our sincere thanks also go to Helena and Amelia
who worked tirelessly behind the scenes preparing

the kitchen and serving the meal, and to Jolene, who
kept the bar running smoothly and the drinks flow-
ing throughout the evening. Thank you also to Finn
for being an excellent MC and helping create such a
warm and enjoyable atmosphere.

One particularly memorable moment of the evening
was celebrating the birthday of Bente Winter, who
attended the dinner with her brother, Vagn Thomas-
sen, her niece Annalise and friends. It was a touching
occasion as everyone joined together to sing “Hap-
py Birthday.” Sadly, Bente passed away just five days
later. She was a much-loved and highly respected
long-standing member of our Society, and we feel
privileged that she was able to share that special cele-
bration with us. Our warmest thoughts and heartfelt
condolences go to her family and friends.
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The Danish
Society Inc.

P.O. Box 12 279 - Penrose 1642
6 Rockridge Ave, Penrose
Auckland

Ph 09 580 3103
www.danishsociety.org.nz

“ Facebook/danishsocietynz/

Bank a/c: ASB 12-3036-0671539-00

Danish Society

Committee

President:
Annette Jorna
president@danishsociety.org.nz

Vice President:

Finn Nielsen
vicepresident@danishsociety.org.nz

Treasurer:
Karina @stergaard Nielsen 021 776 728
treasurer@danishsociety.org.nz

Secretary:
Pam Logan 09 480 9883
secretary@danishsociety.org.nz

Valhalla booking:
Christine Futterup 021 225 3873
valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz

Events & Socials:
events@danishsociety.org.nz

021 777 926

027 484 6326

INFO

OOV OO

Subscription
(2025/26 financial year)

OO QOO OO

Contribute to
our magazine

Youth Club (0-17).....ccocuveveneee. Gratis | The next magazine deadline is
Student Member (18-24)....... $15/pp Aqgust. The mag-
Full Member (25-64)............ $70/pp 1 5 azine can also be
Senior Member (65-89) ........ $60/pp I read (iln fgl%lcolgur)
Senior+ Member (90+) ........... Gratis g?glgs at www.danishsociety.
Aﬁﬁl%ate..... $100/pe Mail:  editor@danishsociety.
Family Discount (off total).... $30/pc
o . o org.nz
Rejoining/Joining Fee (per application)...$20/pc Articles can be either in Dan-
Financial year runs 01/10/25 to 30/09/26 | ish or English.
Committee members Additional

Mia Barr
Christine Futterup
Nicolai Pedersen
Adrian Fry

Ursula Bach

021297 0579
0212253873
021 129 6344
021 343 031
committee02@
danishsociety.org.nz

Other

Magazine Editor & Webmaster:
SajChoudhary 028 85320941
editor@danishsociety.org.nz
webmaster@danishsociety.org.nz

Membership:

Celina Hay 022 314 9832
membership@danishsociety.org.nz
Mailout:

Christine Futterup 0212253873

Danish House hire:
Nicolai Pedersen 021 1296 344
house@danishsociety.org.nz

Welfare

Christine Futterup 0212253873

Royal Danish Consulate:
Inger Mortensen

022 0473 500

47A Normanby Road, Mt Eden
Auckland 1024
ingmor@umgate.dk

The Lutheran Church:

1 Harris Road, Mt Wellington
PO Box 85-014

09 579 4490

Danish Lutheran Church of NZ:
dkchurchsubs@gmail.com

SOOOOOBOOOOOOOOOOOOODOOOOOOO

Danish lessons
If you are interested in learning
Danish, (beginner and intermediate
levels) then this is for you.

Contact by email
danishlessons@danishsociety.org.nz
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