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Family Sunday Roast

Sunday 23rd August, 1pm

Bring the family together for a treat - Sunday Roast with fellow Danes, friends and family.
Doors will open at 12.30pm and there will be a bit of time to enjoy a drink and mingle before
we indulge in great food.

The bar will be open and accepts both cash, eftpos and credit card.

The Buffet Roast is $25 for members and for their guests.
Children 12 and younger can eat for half price.

RSVP by 16th of August please.

To book: Payment details:

Click/copy below link to register online: Account Name: The Danish Society Inc

https://tinyurl.com/bdkhctjc

Account Number: 12-3036-0671539-00

Bl o simply scan Particulars: Member ID or First Name
the QR code
with your phone. Code: Last Name
Or email events@danishsociety.org.nz Reference: SOC 230826
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From the President’s desk

Kere medlemmer,
‘ Warm greetings to you all. I hope
| you are keeping well and surviving
! the winter so far. The weather has
certainly been quite mild in Auck-
g . land with a fair amount of sun-
8 470 shine. In between the rain, I really
enjoy the crisp, clear days. It's hard to believe that we
have passed the middle of the year.

I would like to acknowledge any members who have
been unwell recently or continue to have challenging
times, we as a committee are thinking of you. Please
let me know if there is anything we can do to make
your day brighter. We are just a phone call away.

In May we received the sad news that one of our
long-standing members, Orla Gee had passed away.
Orla served on the committee for around 10 years
between 1978-1988. His dedication and hard work
is a testament to his character. He was also on the
Valhalla Committee with my father, John Barrett
and instrumental along with many other members
to the wonderful asset we have enjoyed for all these
years and many to come, (see an article written by
Kurt Marquart). Our thoughts are with Orla’s family.
Zret veere hans minde’

Sankt Hans is a rich Danish tradition, celebrated
on 23rd June in Denmark, when it marks the lon-
gest day of the year, solstice. Also enjoyed by many
Danes globally and a highlight in our annual calen-
dar. This year was no exception. On the 20th June 52
members and guests gathered around the bonfire at
the Danish House to enjoy the story of Sankt Hans
and festivities. A very beautiful, handmade witch
was sent off yet again to Bloksbjerg. A fun evening
for all ages!

Our Brunsviger baking Championship was a great
success and held in conjunction with Open House
in May, just to ‘spice’ things up a bit! A great turnout
on Mother’s Day of around 26 members and guests
sampled and judged delicious brunsviger kage. Con-
gratulations to our wonderful Editor, Saj Choudhary
for taking first place. He’s a very proud Fynbo, where
the cake originated. Mia and Nicolai followed with
second and third place. We plan to hold similar bak-

ing competitions in the future, maybe with a differ-
ent star of the show. We welcome your suggestions.

On Saturday 4th July, around 60 people attended our
mid-year ‘Smerrebrodsfest. Beautiful smerrebred
was again catered by our fabulous, resident caterers,
Danish Delicacy Catering. ‘Mange tak’ and also to
those who helped organise the party and during the
evening. Unfortunately, I wasn’t able to attend but
heard that it was ‘en meget hyggelig aften’

While Denmark experiences summer in the North-
ern Hemisphere, many members go home to see
family and friends. I'd like wish you all, including a
few of our committee, safe travels.

We always welcome interesting news articles to pub-
lish in our newsletter. Please get in touch with our
Editor if you have anything you would like to share. I
particularly like to follow ‘Den Danske Kongehuset,
the Danish Royal Family. It was pleasing to read that
HM Dronning Margrethe is well again after a recent
short stay in hospital.

I am fascinated with all the crown obligations, of-
ficial ceremonies and public engagements that HM
King Frederik and HM Queen Mary attend and see-
ing their 4 children grow up. It can’t always be

easy but it looks like they support them to have as
normal lives as possible. I love seeing all the beau-
tiful elegant, haute couture garments that Queen
Mary and other royals wear when they attend state
and public duties.

I'd like to mention a few events coming up in our
calendar. Film Evening on Friday 17th July. We will
be showing the movie that was cancelled in June,
Sentimental Value. It has very good reviews. See the
advertisement.

On Saturday 8th August, folk dancers will hold their
much anticipated annual “Winter Warm-Up’ eve-
ning, featuring a variety of different cultural danc-
ing. Contact Finn Nielsen for more information.

Sunday 23 August 1pm, save the date for a fantastic
roast lunch. You won’t want to miss it! Keep an eye
on the booking details.

Continued on next page
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House Keeping

Valhalla update - a lot of voluntary work has taken
place in the last few months. Thank you to everyone
who has helped at the working bees and especially to
the Valhalla sub-committee for co-ordinating these
weekends. We still need more volunteers to sign up
for the rest of the year as there are many jobs that
need doing to prepare for summer. Please use the
link or QR code to sign up for the working bees if
you are able to lend a hand, otherwise contact Adri-
an directly.. No working bee in July. The next working
bee will be held the weekend of 14th - 16th August.

Penrose Working Bee - look out for a new date in
our August newsletter. We also have some exciting
ideas for a gardening project that we would like to
share, to brighten up our gardens. Adrian is the mas-
termind behind this project and a presentation will
take place at the August Open House.
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Quick Check Calendar
JULY
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Sun 12th - Open House (2pm)
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Fri 17th - Movie Night
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AUGUST
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Sun 9th - Open House (2pm)
15th-16th — Valhalla Working Bee
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Sun 23rd - Sunday Roast (1pm)
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SEPTEMBER
Sun 13th - Open House (2pm)
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Thank You

I would like to thank the DDF and committee
for the bottle of snaps that I received for my
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Thank you, Neil Treadaway
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50th Anniversary - Valhalla, 2027

As a committee, we are working on plans for cele-
brations over two days, with the flexibility of times
to participate. The proposed date at this stage is late
March/Easter 2027. More information will be in the
August newsletter.

Thanks to the forward-thinking of the Committee
in 1977, The Danish Society purchased the property.
I was 11 years old and clearly remember my father
driving our family up to Leigh to show us this very
big house on a massive piece of land. It seemed like
the middle of nowhere!

Valhalla is a very special place and holds a lifetime of
cherished memories for many of us, with countless
more waiting to be made by generations to come.

That’s all from me for now. I hope to see you at the
club in the near future. Annette

OOOOOO OO OO OO O OOOO O OO OO OO OO

July Movie Night!
Friday 17th July at 7.30pm
Affektionsveerdi (Sentimental Value) (2025)

We are showing a great
Scandinavian movie in

July
Starring Stellan Skarsgéard

Oscar winning best inter-
national movie 2025

‘Sentimental Value (2025)°
is a drama about a film-
maker who seeks to cast
his semi-estranged daugh-
ter in the lead role of his
most personal project to
date.

Language: Norwegian, Swedish , Danish, English
ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Come for a hyggelig winter evening movie served
with coffee and cake.

Members $10 / Non members $12 (cash please).
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Sankt Hans

Thank you to everyone who contributed and joined our fantastic

Sankt Hans Evening at the Danish house 20th of June.

A big thank you to Imogen ~ The Danish hotdogs In doors Imogen & Kate qualified superbly making

and Kate who made a beau- were a hit again approximately 60 hotdogs while Adi & Ursula kept us
tiful and sassy witch for the - some REALLY hydrated and entertained in the bar.
perfect bon-fire set up by enjoyed them!
Adrian.

i

(157

Il /h‘

Midsommervisen was enjoyed in the traditional and the Shi-bi-dua version, and soon it was time to enjoy
the embers with marshmallows and sno-bred on sticks.
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Penrose Danish House QOutdoor Development Plans
Sunday 9 August at 2pm

Richard and I were walking around the gardens on a
beautiful sunny afternoon while there was an event
happening in the hall. Richard and I noticed a few
people from the event come out into the garden
during a break, have a brief look around, and walk
back inside where there were places to sit down...
what a shame they couldn’t enjoy the sunny day!!!

We have a good sized area outside and I feel we could
make better use of it.

I, as a garden designer, decided to present the idea of
developing the outside areas over a period of time.
Having a plan to work towards, a plan that would
fit with all of our events, and potentially other new
events to take place, along with making the venue
more attractive for members using it for their own
private events. It would also be more attractive for
our external clients that hire the venue.

While putting a few ideas down on paper and re-
searching Danish history, I quickly realised that this
garden could also be an educational area, educating
2nd generation Danes, family members, and guests
around Danish history and traditions - part of the
Danish Society mission statement.

The concept can be developed further to suit feed-
back and suggestions made by interested members.
The work would be planned around a low budget,
relying on donations, volunteers, and the Danish So-
ciety funding, over an extended period of time, so as
not to impact the society financially.

I have some concept drawings that I would like
members to offer feedback on. During August Open
House, I will be there with the drawings to answer
any questions, and to take note of any suggestions or
changes that you may have. See you there!

Adrian

Valhalla Ballot 2027

Valhalla Ballot for the below dates will be drawn at the Open House on 12th July 2026

Anzac Day weekend Friday 23rd out Monday 26th April 27

King’s Birthday weekend Friday 4th out Monday 7th June 27

Matariki weekend Thursday 24th out Sunday 27th June 27

Labour weekend Friday 22nd out Monday 5th Oct 27

Please note we are not having a Ballot for Easter This year as we will be having a 50th Celebration

up at Valhalla over the Easter weekend, More information will come closer to the date.

If you would like to go into the above ballots please email Valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz
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In Memory of Orla Gee
(11 March 1931 - 12 April 2026)

Orla Gee was

born in Aarhus.

After immigrat-
ing in the 1950s,
he settled in
Auckland, where
his father Kai
and sister Nina
later joined him.

Initially living in
Titirangi, Orla
was an electri-
cian for many
years and later
opened a suc-
cessful wooden
ware business in New Lynn. He was an accomplished
wood and bone carver. After retiring, he worked for
the IHC until age 78.

He balanced his love for Kiwi life at the Snowline Ski
Club on Mt Ruapehu and the Point Chevalier Bowl-
ing Club.

Orla was active in the Danish Society until his mo-

bility prevented it. He participated in numerous ac-

tivities:

o Committee: Served actively on the main commit-
tee across a number of years.

o Vice Presidency: Elected Vice President from
1983 to 1985.

o Working Bees & Events: Was function organizer
in 1980 and served on the Valhalla and Viking
Hall restoration committees.

« Fundraising & Newsletter: Led promotional and
fundraising campaigns, and co-edited the com-
munity magazine with Rita Jeegersborg in 1987.

o Design: Won the 1983 design competition for
the DDF lapel pin, blending the Danish and New
Zealand flags.

In October 1986, he was famously shown in the DDF
magazine sailing on the Hauraki Gulf dressed as a
Viking.

Orla remained an active member of the Danish So-

ciety into the 1990s, attending the 1993 AGM to sec-
ond motions.

Orla celebrated his 90th birthday in March 2021 with
his many community friends at Haumaru Housing in
Sunnynook where he lived for many years.

He enjoyed the smorrebred and snaps that his Dan-
ish friends brought him when he could no longer at-
tend the society functions.

When he passed away in April 2026 at the age of 95,
he left behind two children Pene and Stephen, two
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. He is
missed by his many friends.
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July 2026 Valhalla Working Bee

‘A privilege to be part of this motivated team’ was a
comment passed to me after this month’s working
bee. Such a nice feeling to not only get through the
work but enjoy each other’s company at the same
time, having a good weekend and knowing that you
have made such a difference at Valhalla.

Another great thing to see was the effort and willing-
ness from our new members, Thor Jeppesen and Karl
and Kate Madsen. Karl and Kate came fully armed
with trailer, chainsaws and a log splitter, and worked
so hard all day long, Karl manned the splitter and got
through 5 or 6 trailer loads of logs, Thor was on the
chainsaw with Oden cutting up the fallen Pohutuka-
was. Antony and Tim took care of the logistics

Rob and Hans started building a lean-to for the side
of the container. This will provide storage for excess
logs, until they are ready to go to the log shed. We
will have a good pile of firewood by the end of the
season, so this will come in very handy.

A special mention to Linda Beatson. She regularly
comes up during the week and removes moth plants.
She also comes to several working bees during the
year and plays a significant role in keeping the inva-
sive weeds at bay.

Linda had William, Tineke, Helen, and Sue tackling
this all important job. It is something that we need
to keep on top of - otherwise they will take over the
place!!!

Louise took care of the catering, looking after the
hard workers. Inés also helped with the morning tea.

Nico and his teenagers Antoine and Ines moved the
log pile from the driveway into the shed.

A special mention to Chester for inspecting where
the log pile was, making sure there wasn’t a single
stick left.

Adrian
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The Danish
Society Inc.
P.O. Box 12 279 - Penrose 1642
6 Rockridge Ave, Penrose
Auckland

Ph 09 580 3103
www.danishsociety.org.nz

“ Facebook/danishsocietynz/

Bank a/c: ASB 12-3036-0671539-00

Danish Society

Committee

President:
Annette Jorna
president@danishsociety.org.nz

Vice President:

Finn Nielsen
vicepresident@danishsociety.org.nz

Treasurer:
Karina @stergaard Nielsen 021 776 728
treasurer@danishsociety.org.nz

Secretary:
Pam Logan 09 480 9883
secretary@danishsociety.org.nz

Valhalla booking:
Christine Futterup 021 225 3873
valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz

Events & Socials:
events@danishsociety.org.nz

021 777 926

027 484 6326

INFO

OOV OO

Subscription
(2025/26 financial year)

OO QOO OO

Contribute to
our magazine

Youth Club (0-17).....ccocuveveneee. Gratis | The next magazine deadline is
Student Member (18-24)....... $15/pp July. The magazir}e
Full Member (25-64)............ $70/pp 1 5 can also be read (in
Senior Member (65-89) ........ $60/pp dfull‘ EOIOW) online
Senior+ Member (90+) ........... Gratis | & Www.danishsociety.org.nz
Affiliate... $100/pc Mail:  editor@danishsociety.
By org.nz

Far.n%ly- D1sc9upt (off total)... - $30/pc | A rticles can be either in Dan-
Rejoining/Joining Fee (per application)...$20/pc ish or English.

Financial year runs 01/10/25 to 30/09/26

Committee members Additional

Mia Barr
Christine Futterup
Nicolai Pedersen
Adrian Fry

Ursula Bach

021297 0579
0212253873
021 129 6344
021 343 031
committee02@
danishsociety.org.nz

Other

Magazine Editor & Webmaster:
SajChoudhary 028 85320941
editor@danishsociety.org.nz
webmaster@danishsociety.org.nz

Membership:

Celina Hay 022 314 9832
membership@danishsociety.org.nz
Mailout:

Christine Futterup 0212253873

Danish House hire:
Nicolai Pedersen 021 1296 344
house@danishsociety.org.nz

Welfare

Christine Futterup 0212253873

Royal Danish Consulate:
Inger Mortensen

022 0473 500

47A Normanby Road, Mt Eden
Auckland 1024
ingmor@umgate.dk

The Lutheran Church:

1 Harris Road, Mt Wellington
PO Box 85-014

09 579 4490

Danish Lutheran Church of NZ:
dkchurchsubs@gmail.com

SOOOOOBOOOOOOOOOOOOODOOOOOOO

Danish lessons
If you are interested in learning
Danish, (beginner and intermediate
levels) then this is for you.

Contact by email
danishlessons@danishsociety.org.nz
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