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Danes celebrate Sankt Hans (St John’s Eve) with a 
bonfire and a “burning witch” because the tradition 

mixes different ancient beliefs. The bonfire is the 
oldest part of the celebration. It comes from pagan 

mid summer/solstice rituals thousands of years ago. 
People believed midsummer was a magical time 

when spirits and supernatural forces were strong.

Fires were lit to protect against evil spirits, bring 
good luck and health and to celebrate the light at the 
longest day of the year. The witch was added later. In 
medieval Europe, people believed witches were real 
and dangerous, especially around midsummer. Fires 
were thought to scare away witches and evil forces. 

The tradition of putting a witch on the bonfire began 
in the early 1900s and is symbolic only.

Join us celebrating this old Danish Tradition with 
friends and family.

We get together 5.30pm. The bar will be open. There 
will be hotdogs and other treats for sale. 

Snobrødsdej is available for anyone keen to bake 
bread on the embers.

For catering purposes please send a quick ‘RSVP -  
we are coming’ email or txt to Mia. 

events@danishsociety.org.nz or Mia: 0212970579

Sankt Hans
Sat 20th June 5.30pm onwards  

Danish House in Penrose

Smørrebrødsparty
Saturday 4th July - 6pm onwards

Danish House in Penrose

Come and join us for our mid year Danish Style 
Dinner Party. 

Doors open at 6pm with a bit of time to mingle be-
fore we indulge in great food from Danish  

Delicacy Catering Co. The price is $45 per member 
and $55 per guest/non-member. Cash/Eftpos bar 

available on the night. RSVP: 27th June 2026

To book:

Click/copy below link to register 
online: 
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/
TegWs8ujTf

or simply scan the QR code with your phone

Or Email:  
events@danishsociety.org.nz

Payment details:
Account Name: The Danish Society Inc
Account Number: 12-3036-0671539-00
Particulars: Member ID or First Name
Code: Last Name
Reference: SOC 040726
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There was a very competitive vibe at the Open 
House event on Sunday 10th of May.

Three keen bakers very competing for the pres-
tigious price - baking and presenting the best 
Brunsviger. 

A lot of cake was consumed and enjoyed by 24 
people attending the event and voting for their 
favourite. 

Saj Choudhary was a clear winner (he is from 
FYN) - and Nicolai and Mia reluctantly accept-
ed the defeat. They are ready for another similar 
but different championship next year and hope 
many more will compete. 

Big congratulations to Saj!!!

Brunsviger Championship 2026
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May 2026 Valhalla Working Bee
A beautiful couple of days at this month’s working 
bee.

We had a low turnout again, however the people that 
came were keen and worked hard, so a big thank you 
to them.

The shipping container that we have kindly been do-
nated by Lucien was delivered first thing on Satur-
day morning. It was good to see it set down in its 
final resting spot where the old cow sheds were. We 
are aiming to use that area for all the working bees 
materials. The container will be for spare bulky items 
for the house, left over timbers, and larger tools etc.. 
The area around the container will be a storage spot 
for drying firewood, outdoor materials, and a spot 
for damaged chairs, and furniture which will prevent 
having broken things all over the property. There is 
currently no designated areas for that, so now we 
have a place for them out of sight.

Jack turned up with his chainsaw first thing on Satur-
day morning, which was a sight for sore eyes. We had 
a lot of cutting firewood ahead and he did an amaz-
ing job of ringing lots of logs ready for the splitter.

Anthony and Linda B collected all the bits of old tim-
ber and waste wood from around the place. Anthony 
had his trailer to transport it to the bonfire - nice to 
have a good tidy up

Linda B later joined Martin who had been on the 
moth plant hunt. Between them they collected a 
quite a few large sacks of pods. Satisfying to see them 
getting burnt, rather than making babies.

It’s hard to keep on top of the weeds with so few help-
ers. Thankfully Linda B often comes up in the week 
to chip away at them.

Brian came on Sunday and went hard out felling 2 of 
the 3 last remaining dead trees. Then went on to ring 
them ready for splitting.

With Jack, Brian, and myself, we achieved the goal of 
lowering the potentially dangerous dead trees to the 
ground and chopped a good portion of it up.

Linda B came back on Sunday with Catherine and 
checked and baited all the traps.

Mia and Linda W provided some delicious soup, 
sandwiches, muffins, and other baking treats for the 
workers. They also checked the kitchen and rooms 
for things that need replaced or upgraded and make 
a list.

All in all, lovely food, lovely company, and sunny 
days, made it a lovely weekend. Adrian
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Valhalla Ballot

Valhalla Ballot for Summer January 2027 to be 
drawn at the Open House on Sunday 14th June 
2026 for the dates as per below:

Sunday 3rd Jan, out Friday 8th Jan - 5 nights

Friday 8th Jan, out  Wed  13th Jan - 5 Nights

Wed 13th Jan, out Sunday 17th Jan - 4 nights

Sun 17th Jan, out Thurs    21st Jan - 4 nights 

Thur 21st Jan, out Monday 25th Jan - 4 nights

Mon 25th Jan, out  Friday   29th Jan - 4 nights

Mon 1st Feb, out Thurs 4th Feb - 3 nights\

To go into the draw please email:
Valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz

Tusinde tak for den flotte hvide buket, det søde 
kort og 1 flaske snaps som vi modtog på vores 60 

års fødselsdage.

Venlig hilsen, Helle og Todd Scott

Tusind Tak!

CARDPLAYERS
They meet on the first and third Wednesday of the 
month - 11am to 3pm.
Contact: Pam & Richard Logan (09) 480-9883

FOLKDANCERS
They meet at 7.30pm on the first and third Tuesday 
of the month.
Contact: Finn Nielsen (09) 625-5533

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
These are held on the second Monday of each 
month at 7.30pm.

OPEN HOUSE
An Open House is held on the second Sunday of 
each month from 2-4pm.
Complimentary coffee and tea will be served
All welcome - no need to book.

REGULAR EVENTS

Events 
Sub-committee 

                                                                                                                                                      
Contact events@danish-
society.org.nz if you can 
spare some time and be 
part of a fun group to help 
organize events.  Any help 
is appreciated. 
We have a team of dedi-

cated helpers who tirelessly put up their hand 
every time but we need new people too.
The more volunteers we can call on, the better it 
will be for our club!

 ***We need you!***
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We have a weekend of 
moving and splitting 
logs, so anyone that 
can lend a hand would 
be much appreciated,
We also need volun-
teers to help contain 
the moth plant and 
other weeds around 
the property.

Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st of June, if you can 
spare a day please use the QR code or link below, 
otherwise email or call Adrian in 021343031 or 
adrianfry72@gmail.com
This is the last working bee until August
Alternatively contact Adrian on 021 
343 031, or adrianfry72@gmail.com
https://shorturl.at/SNKBu

Valhalla June Working Bee 20-21 June

Quick Check Calendar
JUNE 
Sun 14th	 – 	Open House (2pm)
Fri 19th	 – 	Movie Night (7.30pm)
20th-21st	 – 	Valhalla Working Bee
Sat 20th	 – 	Sankt Hans (5pm)

JULY
Sat 4th	 – 	Smørrebrøds party (6pm)
Sun 12th	 – 	Open House (2pm)

AUGUST
Sun 9th	 – 	Open House (2pm)
15th-16th	 – 	Valhalla Working Bee

A warm welcome to our newest members:
Kate and Karl Madsen

June Movie Night!
Friday 19th June at 7.30pm

Affektionsværdi (Sentimental Value) (2025)

We are showing a 
great Scandinavian 
movie in June.

Starring Stellan 
Skarsgård 

Oscar winning best 
international movie 
2025 

‘Sentimental Value 
(2025)’ is a drama 
about a filmmaker 
who seeks to cast 
his semi-estranged 
daughter in the lead 
role of his most per-
sonal project to date.

Language: Norwegian, Swedish , Danish, English 

ENGLISH SUBTITLES 

Come for a hyggelig winter evening movie served 
with coffee and cake. 

Members $10 / Non members $12 
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INFO
Subscription

(2025/26 financial year)
Youth Club (0-17)....................
Student Member (18-24).......
Full Member (25-64)..............
Senior Member (65-89) ........
Senior+ Member (90+) ...........
Affiliate....
Family Discount (off total)....
Rejoining/Joining Fee (per application)....

Financial year runs 01/10/25 to 30/09/26

Gratis
$15/pp
$70/pp
$60/pp
Gratis

$100/pc
$30/pc
$20/pc

Additional
Royal Danish Consulate:
Inger Mortensen
022 0473 500
47A Normanby Road, Mt Eden
Auckland 1024
ingmor@umgate.dk

The Lutheran Church:
1 Harris Road, Mt Wellington
PO Box 85-014
09 579 4490

Danish Lutheran Church of NZ:
dkchurchsubs@gmail.com

The Danish 
Society Inc.

P.O. Box 12 279 - Penrose 1642
6 Rockridge Ave, Penrose
Auckland
Ph 09 580 3103
www.danishsociety.org.nz

             Facebook/danishsocietynz/

Bank a/c: ASB 12-3036-0671539-00

Contribute to
our magazine

The next magazine deadline is 
June. The magazine 
can also be read (in 
full colour) online 

at    www.danishsociety.org.nz
Mail: editor@danishsociety.
org.nz
Articles can be either in Dan-
ish or English.

15

Committee members
Mia Barr                       021 297 0579
Christine Futterup        021 225 3873 
Nicolai Pedersen         021 129 6344
Adrian Fry                      021 343 031
Ursula Bach 	        committee02@
	            danishsociety.org.nz
Mark Høyberg-Bangtrup Storm 	
	                          027 209 0382

Other
Magazine Editor  & Webmaster:
Saj Choudhary            028 8532 0941
editor@danishsociety.org.nz
webmaster@danishsociety.org.nz

Membership:
Celina Hay                  022 314 9832
membership@danishsociety.org.nz

Mailout:
Christine Futterup       021 225 3873

Danish House hire:
Nicolai Pedersen          021 1296 344
house@danishsociety.org.nz

Welfare
Christine Futterup       021 225 3873

Danish Society

Committee

CONTACTS

President: 
Annette Jorna                    021 777 926
president@danishsociety.org.nz

Vice President: 
Finn Nielsen                     027 484 6326 
vicepresident@danishsociety.org.nz

Treasurer:
Karina Østergaard Nielsen 021 776 728
treasurer@danishsociety.org.nz

Secretary: 
Pam Logan                    09 480 9883
secretary@danishsociety.org.nz

Valhalla booking:
Christine Futterup      021 225 3873
valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz

Events & Socials:
events@danishsociety.org.nz

Danish lessons
If you are interested in learning 
Danish, (beginner and intermediate 
levels) then this is for you.

Contact by email 
danishlessons@danishsociety.org.nz


