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THE SOCIETYDANISH NEWS

Påske Frokost – Easter Lunch
Saturday 11th April, 1pm

Buffet by Jacob & Bree Thuesen - Danish Delicacy Catering

Come and join us celebrate Easter 2026 enjoying a tradition-
al Danish Easter Lunch Buffet. The buffet style event was a 
great success last year and we hope to grow the event bigger 
this year.

Doors will open at 12.30pm and there will be a bit of time to 
mingle before we indulge in great food from Danish Delicacy 
Catering Co at 1pm.

The price is $45 per member and $55 per guest/non-mem-
ber. Cash/Eftpos bar available on the night.

RSVP: 8th April 2026.

To book:

Email: events@danishsociety.org.nz

Or click/copy below link to register online:

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/tXB7SJWs7N

Or simply scan the QR code with your phone.

Payment details:

Account Name: The Danish Society Inc

Account Number: 12-3036-0671539-00

Particulars: Member ID or First Name

Code: Last Name

Reference: SOC 110426
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From the President’s desk
Kære medlemmer - Dear members.

Et rigtigt Godt Nytår til jer alle – a 
very Happy New Year to all of you.

Welcome to a new and exciting 
year ahead in the Danish Society.

I’d like to introduce myself, as your 
new President.  My name is Annette Jorna (nee Bar-
rett).  Many of you will know me and my family but 
for those of you that don’t, I look forward to meeting 
you.

Together with my family, I have been a member of 
our society for most of my life and been on and off 
the committee several times over the last 28 years.  
During this time, I have been involved in Events and 
took on the Events Co-ordinator role for a few years.  
In particular I have had a keen interest in the prepa-
ration and making of ‘smørrebrød’, something I 
learnt from my mother, Esther.  Anyone who knows 
the ‘Barretts’ will understand that I follow a strong 
family tradition of being actively involved in the so-
ciety of which I am very passionate.

I was elected as President at the November 2025 
AGM.  I see it as a great privilege and I am very hon-
oured and excited to accept the position.  Thank you 
to all members who attended the AGM.  The AGM is 
your opportunity to help shape what happens in our 
society and to elect the people you would like to see 
on the committee.

That being said, I would like to welcome our two 
new members to the committee, Ursula Bach and 
Mark Høyberg-Bangtrup Storm.  We are excited to 
have you both on board and look forward to work-
ing with you.   An introduction and photo will fea-
ture in the next newsletter. 

Special thanks to Adrian Fry who was elected as 
a reserve at our AGM in November 2024.  Adrian 
stepped in half way through 2025 when we needed to 
fill a spot.  With his friendly disposition and wealth 
of knowledge in landscape design and construction, 
we were very happy to have Adrian join the com-

mittee.  He is also a valuable member of the Valhalla 
sub-committee.  We appreciate Adrian’s dedication 
and expertise in many areas and challenging proj-
ects that have taken place.

This brings me to our outgoing Committee Member 
and interim President, Rune Rasmussen.  I would 
like to extend our thanks to Rune for his time on the 
committee and stepping into an interim position for 
6 months, prior to our AGM.  His hard work and 
dedication is much appreciated and in particular 
his involvement with our neighbours (the Fishers) 
at Valhalla and the ongoing project.  It is great that 
Rune would still like to be closely involved.  On be-
half of the committee, I’d like to wish him well and 
we hope that in the future he will join the commit-
tee again.  With a new baby arriving soon, we’d also 
like to send our best wishes to Alex and Aurelia.  We 
look forward to seeing them at the club again soon 
as a family of four. 

Very importantly I would now like to take this op-
portunity to say a massive and very special thank 
you to our previous President, Jacob Thuesen.  He 
leaves very big shoes to fill and I think we can all 
agree that as a society we have been very privileged 
to have him serve for six years as President, from 
2019 – 2025.  It has been such a pleasure to be on 
the committee with Jacob and his involvement with 
Events and catering over the years.  Being so dedicat-
ed and passionate about our society is a real credit to 
his character.  No one can be that involved without 
the support of their family.  We are therefore very 
grateful and I would like to say a special thank you 
also to Bree for all her help and behind the scenes 
support.  With their superb culinary skills, we are 
fortunate to have them as our resident caterers at the 
Danish House. 

I now wish to recognise another appreciated and 
totally dedicated member, Jolene Kamper-Nielsen.  
Many of you will know Jolene not only as our lovely 
Bar Manager but also as our amazing Membership 
Coordinator, an integral part of the team.  Jolene 
stepped down from this role in November, after 7 
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From the President’s desk (cont.)

Quick Check Calendar
MARCH 
Sun 8th	 – 	Open House 
Sun 22nd	– 	Hygge Stop Shop Market (12-3pm)

APRIL 
Sat 11th	 – 	Easter Lunch Buffet Lunch by 			 
		  Danish Delicacies (1pm)
Sun 12th	 – 	Penrose ‘working bee’ basic BBQ 		
	     (11am-2pm) foll. by Open House (2pm)

MAY 
Sun 10th	 – 	Brunsviger Championship 2026 and  
	      Open House (2pm)

years.  Membership is an important role and we have 
been fortunate to have someone who has been so 
willing and dedicated with strong attention to detail 
and efficiency.  Many hours behind the scenes work, 
certainly hasn’t gone unnoticed, thank you Jolene.

I would like to acknowledge and commend our won-
derful Committee and Valhalla Sub-committee. The 
unwavering amount of effort and hard work that has 
gone in is a real testament to our society. This is es-
pecially evident during a difficult period where we 
didn’t have a tenant for our lettable space in Penrose 
and the challenges we faced at Valhalla with our di-
rect neighbours. 

Many hours of commitment were put into finding and 
securing a new tenant for Penrose and refurbishing 
the office space.   A huge thank you to Kaj Futterup 
once again for all his painting and decorating skills 
and leading the team, a tremendous effort was put in 
by all of them.  We couldn’t have done it without you!  

A shout out also to many of our amazing members, 
who have and continue to volunteer their time and 
energy in different areas of our society.

Life Membership is a way of recognising and acknowl-
edging a member’s commitment and contributions to 
the society.  It is with great pleasure to welcome our 
new life members – 

Carol and Kurt Marquart ,  Bree and Jacob Thuesen 
(photo featured in the Dec 25 newsletter).

We had some great and varied events last year which 
were mostly well attended.  Our wonderful Events 
team, led by Mia Barr have put together an annual 
plan of functions and socials.  I ask that you get in-
volved and support our events.  Sadly, Fastelavn had 
to be cancelled this year due to lack of member inter-
est.  A lot of work goes on behind the scenes to plan 
for such an event.

Keep an eye out on the Quick Check calendar and 
advertisements each month in the newsletter.  From 
time to time we will send out information or remind-
ers by email.  

Lastly, I can successfully confirm that our society is 
now re-registered under the 2022 Incorporated So-
cieties Act.

I look forward and hope to see many of you again 
soon.  It is always a pleasure to meet our new mem-
bers.  Our monthly ‘Open House’ is a casual catch-up 
over coffee and cake.  Come and say ‘hej’.

Annette

Events Sub-committee 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Contact events@danishsociety.
org.nz if you can spare some 
time and be part of a fun group 
to help organize events.  Any 
help is appreciated. 
We have a team of dedicated 
helpers who tirelessly put up 
their hand every time but we 
need new people too.

The more volunteers we can call on, the better it 
will be for our club!

 ***We need you!***
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Dear members,
As many of you may have heard, or noticed when 
at The Danish House, our new tenant, The Rest 
Sanctuary, recently (December 2025) moved into 
the commercial office.
Over the last couple of months they have been busy 
getting established and preparing for the services 
they provide.
Please join us in welcoming them to The Danish 
House and take a moment to read the short intro 
below.
Thanks Danish Society
---------------------------
Kia ora Danish Society members,
Thank you for such a warm welcome to 6 Rock-
ridge Ave! We’d like to tell you a little bit about who 
we are and what we do. The Rest Sanctuary carves 
space for people living with ongoing illness and/or 
pain to explore rest, creativity, and connection.
We have three no cost offerings - beginning from 
March 10th 2026.
Rest and Imagination
Connecting through Creativity
Sanctuary Sessions
Visit our website for more www.therestsanctuary.
org.nz or email us at hello@therestanctuary.org.nz

Please welcome our new 
tenant - The Rest Sanctuary

Here are the dates for the Valhalla working bees this 
year. If you have used Valhalla we would love to see 
you come and help maintain the property.

April		  Friday 17th - Sunday 19th

May		  Friday 15th - Sunday 17th

June		  Friday 19th - Sunday 21st

August		 Friday 14th - Sunday 16th

September	 Friday 18th - Sunday 20th

October	 Friday 16th - Sunday 18th

Over the summer months with all the rain and sun-
shine, the moth plants and other unwanted plants 
have taken advantage of the break in the working 
bees, but we are back in April to clear them out.

We also are focusing on removing the dead Po-
hutukawas this year, making firewood for the years 
to come, we are hoping to mill some of the larger 
logs ready to make some furniture for around the 
grounds and house in the future.

We will see what time we have and how much help 
we get, and we may be able to squeeze in a few more 
important remedial jobs, and even other exciting 
new projects before the end of the year.

We have developed an online form for you to regis-
ter for the working bees, this will help us see who is 
coming and what meals they would like, helping us 
with the catering, and it makes things easier for us to 
keep track of who is coming. Use link below or QR 
code:

https://tinyurl.com/37ma3fp2

This form isn’t the only way to sign up, you can still 
email, call or text Adrian if you 
would prefer.

Please help out if you can.

Adrian: 021 343 031 / 
adrianfry72@gmail.com 

2026 Valhalla  
Working Bees

Denmark could play two World Cup qualifiers: 
first at home vs Northern Macedonia, and if they 
win, away vs the winner of Czechia v Ireland.
Friday 27 March 8.45am: Denmark v Northern 
Macedonia
If they win, then game 2: Wed 1 April, 8:45 am
Watch both games in Penrose. Coffee and rolls 
will be served. Text or call Saj on 0288 532 0941 
if you want to watch it (for catering purposes).

Football - World Cup qualifier
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You or your kids may like to sell:
• Homemade marmalade

• Your own artwork
• Toys no longer needed/wanted
• The dresses you no longer fit ;-)

• Home baked bread or decorated biscuits
• Whatever you no longer need that might be wanted 

by a fellow member

The money you make are of course yours. It’s all about 
getting together in a fun and creative way – ‘getting rid 

of stuff ’ & ‘buying cool items or yummy treats’.

Register your stand/table by contacting Mia on  
events@danishsociety.org.nz or 0212970579 by 11th of 
March 2026 and we will be in touch about the details. 

Hygge Stop Shop (Member Market)
22nd March 2026 at the Danish House - 12-3pm

Don’t forget…… next month on Sunday the 12th of 
April, starting at 11am and getting finished up be-
fore the open house at 2pm.

I am donating 6 cubic meters of mulch to help Rich-
ard with his hard efforts keeping the place weed free.

Bark mulch is great for supressing weed growth, 
keeping the soil damp in the summer, and warm in 
the winter, it also rots down eventually nourishing 
the soil.

We are looking for some wheel barrowers to help us 
get it moved around the place, and some people who 
would spread it around the plants. 

We also need some water blasting legends to help us 
give the Danish house an extra clean up, keeping the 
place clean for our events, and to help keep the place 
a desirable space to hire when we are not using it.

There will be a BBQ for all the hard workers.

Let me know if you are able to lend a hand please.

Adrian - 021343031 - adrianfry72@gmail.com

The Penrose Danish house Autumn Clean up
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Thank you all for entering your best Valhalla photos, 
we have selected our 10 favourite photos, it’s now 
time for you to vote which one is yours.
You can scan the QR code below which will take you 
to the page where you can easily vote on your top 3, 
otherwise you can email your vote to adrianfry72@
gmail.com.
Let us know your vote with your favourite 3, ranked 
1 being the best, 2 for the second favourite and, 3 for 
3rd place.
Voting Closes on Sunday March the 22nd at mid-
night!!!
In the April issue of the newsletter, we will let you 
know who takes the much coveted $50 cinema 
voucher home, along with their photo will be hung 
in the Foyer at Valhalla for us all to enjoy.

1.	 Capturing the night sky
2.	 Multigenerational Valhalla
3.	 The Vikings battle it out
4.	 View of the lagoon beach
5.	 Ocean view
6.	 Christmas Pohutukawas
7.	 Family members swimming in the clear ocean
8.	 Top of the steps, middle of the steps, and bottom 

of the steps
9.	 2025 aerial view
10.	Marshmallows over the fire

Photo Competition Finalists

4

3

2

1
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INFO
Subscription

(2025/26 financial year)
Youth Club (0-17)....................
Student Member (18-24).......
Full Member (25-64)..............
Senior Member (65-89) ........
Senior+ Member (90+) ...........
Affiliate....
Family Discount (off total)....
Rejoining/Joining Fee (per application)....

Financial year runs 01/10/25 to 30/09/26

Gratis
$15/pp
$70/pp
$60/pp
Gratis

$100/pc
$30/pc
$20/pc

Additional
Royal Danish Consulate:
Inger Mortensen
022 0473 500
47A Normanby Road, Mt Eden
Auckland 1024
ingmor@umgate.dk

The Lutheran Church:
1 Harris Road, Mt Wellington
PO Box 85-014
09 579 4490

Danish Lutheran Church of NZ:
dkchurchsubs@gmail.com

The Danish 
Society Inc.

P.O. Box 12 279 - Penrose 1642
6 Rockridge Ave, Penrose
Auckland
Ph 09 580 3103
www.danishsociety.org.nz

             Facebook/danishsocietynz/

Bank a/c: ASB 12-3036-0671539-00

Contribute to
our magazine

The next magazine deadline is 
Mar. The magazine 
can also be read (in 
full colour) online 

at    www.danishsociety.org.nz
Mail: editor@danishsociety.
org.nz
Articles can be either in Dan-
ish or English.

15

The Danish House
Valhalla, Leigh

09 580 3103
022 150 6973

Committee

Committee members
Mia Barr                       021 297 0579
Christine Futterup        021 225 3873 
Nicolai Pedersen         021 129 6344
Adrian Fry                      021 343 031
Ursula Bach                  022 087 7300    
Mark Høyberg-Bangtrup Storm 	
	                          027 209 0382

Other
Magazine Editor  & Webmaster:
Saj Choudhary            028 8532 0941
editor@danishsociety.org.nz
webmaster@danishsociety.org.nz

Membership:
Annette Jorna                   021 777 926
president@danishsociety.org.nz

Mailout:
Christine Futterup       021 225 3873

Danish House hire:
Nicolai Pedersen          021 1296 344
house@danishsociety.org.nz

Welfare
Christine Futterup       021 225 3873

Danish Society

CONTACTS

President: 
Annette Jorna                    021 777 926
president@danishsociety.org.nz

Vice President: 
Finn Nielsen                     027 484 6326 
vicepresident@danishsociety.org.nz

Treasurer:
Karina Østergaard Nielsen 021 776 728
treasurer@danishsociety.org.nz

Secretary: 
Pam Logan                    09 480 9883
secretary@danishsociety.org.nz

Valhalla booking:
Christine Futterup      021 225 3873
valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz

Events & Socials:
events@danishsociety.org.nz

Danish lessons
If you are interested in learning 
Danish, (beginner and intermediate 
levels) then this is for you.

Contact by email 
danishlessons@danishsociety.org.nz


