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THE SOCIETYDANISH NEWS

Rental space renovations
Our tenant that was in the rental space at the front 
of the Danish House (Blue Collar) gave notice at the 
end of last year and vacated on the 31st January 2025.

The committee decided that this was an opportune 
time to carry out some much-needed renovation 
and a subcommittee was formed after the AGM. 
Much groundwork was carried out by the sub-
committee to decide the best way forward. A work 
schedule was devised.

So, on the 1st February we had a working bee to 
get started. With the efforts of the volunteers, we 
removed the old carpet and tiles, and the partition 
wall in the main space.

This was greatly helped by Sebastian Jønsson and three 
of his workers, plus the use of their tools. Greenway 
also supplied a truck to take the old material away.

This was a great start and left us with an open work-
ing space to carry out the rest of the renovations.

Kaj Futterup and Ib Meldgaard worked tirelessly 
to put up the new walls for the kitchen/lunchroom 
area and Robert Findlay helped to assemble the new 
cabinetry for the kitchen area.

New carpet tiles were laid in the office area and new 
ceramic tiles at the entrance and in the lunchroom 
and toilet areas.

Kaj missed several very promising fishing days to 
work on installing the new jib board, plastering 
where required and painting the whole area to keep 
the renovation to a high standard.

New LED lights were installed throughout, and 
some damaged ceiling tiles were replaced.

Thanks must go to the many helpers who were in-
volved in the planning and implementation of the 
programme. It was not without its challenges, but 
the end result was achieved.

A few items still need to be finished, but we have a 
newly renovated space ready for a new tenant.

So, if you know of anybody who might be looking 
for 190 sq metre office space (with carparks) in the 
heart of Penrose (with a great landlord and close 
neighbours) please ask them to get in touch with 
the committee.

Finn Nielsen
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Rental space renovations (continued)
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Sunday 13th April, 2pm-4pm
Complimentary coffee and tea will be served.
Note this is the second Sunday of the month

All welcome - no need to book.

Open House

Movie night after Easter
Anzac Day - Friday 25th April at 7.30pm

Vejen hjem ( drama ) 2024
Way Home

Starring Nikolaj Lie Kaas
Danish subtiles

A father enters war-torn 
Syria seeking his son Adam, 
facing deadly challenges 
that test his limits and be-
liefs. A journey of parental 
love, sacrifice, powerless-
ness and forgiveness.

Come for an Anzac biscuit 
and a great movie
Every one is welcome

Young Kiwi-Danes
Network for young people 

living in Denmark

Young Kiwi-Danes is a network 
for young people who are living 
in Denmark. 

Run by Danish-born, New Zea-
land-raised Joshua who moved 
from South Auckland to Copenhagen in May 2023, 
Young Kiwi Danes is for Kiwis and Danes who want 
to get advice on how best to get settled or have a 
network/friend group with others. 

Become a part of our WhatsApp group to join our 
next communal dining or BBQ event.

Thank You
Hej Kære / Tēnā koutou / Dear Christine and DSi 
committee

Thank you so very much for the fabulous potplant 
- It takes prime first position in what will be my gar-
den well inside our front door.

Tusind tak for den fantastiske potteplante - Den in-
dtager førstepladsen i det, der bliver min have godt 
inden for vores hoveddør.

Sincerest best regards, De kærligste hilsner,

Kimberly T-K Rainham [m.Jacobs] (gg.Brodersen)

Mange Tak
Mange tak for the beautiful flowers that I received 
after my surgery. It was very much  appreciated,  
especially the personal delivery fairies.

Med venlig hilsen Lorraine Nielsen

Quick Check Calendar
APRIL

Sat 5th	 – 	Easter Lunch

Sun 13th	 – 	Open House, 2pm

MAY

Sun 11th	 – 	Open House, 2pm

JUNE

Sun 8th	 – 	Sunday Roast

Sat 14th	 – 	Sankt Hans
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Feedback from latest 
NZ Blood event

NZ Blood held their second blood drive at the Dan-
ish House in Penrose on April 1st, 2025, and were 
pleased with the turnout.

We’re happy to support NZ Blood by offering the 
Penrose house as a venue for their important work 
every 2–3 months, free of charge, as part of our 
commitment to giving back.

Here’s some feedback from their latest event:

“We had 17 people attempt to donate, 16 successful 
donations, and 10 first-time donors register with us.

Since we use all three components of blood—plas-
ma, platelets, and red cells—the donations we re-
ceived at the Danish Society will go on to improve 
the lives of 51 New Zealanders.

We are so grateful to the Danish Society for helping 
us save lives and are excited to save more!”

A big thank you to everyone who donated—your 
support truly makes a difference. We look forward 
to welcoming NZ Blood back again soon!

Valhalla ballot for January 
and February 2026

All 5 nights bookings at $450 per night, plus devel-
opment levy and cleaner.  Whole house bookings 
to be drawn at our April Open House on Sunday 
13th. 
•	 In on the Saturday 3rd and out on Thursday 

8th January
•	 In on Thursday 8th and out on Tuesday 13th 

January
•	 In on Tuesday 13th and out on Sunday 18th 

January
•	 In on Sunday 18th and out on Friday 23rd Jan-

uary
•	 In on Monday 26th and out on Saturday 31st 

January
•	 In on Saturday 31st January out on Thursday 

5th February
Please email valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz to 
put your name in the ballot.

CARDPLAYERS
They meet on the first and third Wednesday of the 
month - 11am to 3pm.
Contact: Paul Marquart (09) 528 8119

FOLKDANCERS
They meet at 7.30pm on the first and third Tuesday 
of the month.
Contact: Finn Nielsen (09) 625-5533

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
These are held on the second Monday of each 
month at 7.30pm.

OPEN HOUSE
An Open House is held on the second Sunday of 
each month from 2-4pm.
Complimentary coffee and tea will be served
All welcome - no need to book.

REGULAR EVENTS
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Appeal for Valhalla donations 2025
We are reaching out to members who may be in a position to make a donation towards materials 
and machinery to keep our improvement projects moving this year at Valhalla.

You may not have time or you may be unable to attend the working bees, however you may be 
able to contribute financially. This will help us move forward improving Valhalla for all of us .

You may even be able to chip in as a group.

Here is a list of things that we would love to do this year

We would like to build a basketball ½ court near the 
football field and will need to procure the following 
to do so:

Basketball hoop - $1,811.25

Concrete for the half court - $1,311.00

Digger for the excavation - $350/day

We also would like to upgrade the lifejackets 
and have 4 children’s and 4 adults’ jackets 
(with the best of the old ones as spares) - $69.99 each

For the outdoor pergola we would like to add 4 of 
the 2.4m clear roll-down blinds to allow the use of 
the outdoor seating during wetter months - $180.00 each

Fundraising will take place over the next five months. If not enough is received to cover all the 
projects they will be prioritised according to what has been received.

If donations are made towards a particular project but not enough is raised for the project to 
go ahead, you will be fully refunded. 

We use a separate bank account for fundraising

 The Danish Society Inc 12- 3036- 0671539-50
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INFO
Subscription

(2024/25 financial year)

Youth Club (0-17)....................
Student Member (18-24).......
Full Member (25-64)..............
Senior Member (65-89) ........
Senior+ Member (90+) ...........
Family Discount (off total)....

Financial year runs from 01/10/ 
2024 to 30/09/2025

Gratis
$10/pp
$65/pp
$55/pp
Gratis

$30/pc

Additional
Royal Danish Consulate:
Inger Mortensen
022 0473 500
47A Normanby Road, Mt Eden
Auckland 1024
ingmor@umgate.dk

The Lutheran Church:
1 Harris Road, Mt Wellington
PO Box 85-014
09 579 4490

Danish Lutheran Church of NZ:
dkchurchsubs@gmail.com

The Danish 
Society Inc.

P.O. Box 12 279 - Penrose 1642
6 Rockridge Ave, Penrose
Auckland
Ph 09 580 3103
www.danishsociety.org.nz

             Facebook/danishsocietynz/

Bank a/c: ASB 12-3036-0671539-00

Contribute to
our magazine

The next magazine deadline is  
April. The magazine can 
also be read (in full co-
lour) online at    

              www.danishsociety.org.nz
Mail: editor@danishsociety.org.nz
Articles can be either in Danish or 
English.

15

The Danish House
Valhalla, Leigh

09 580 3103
022 150 6973

Committee

Committee members
Mia Barr                       021 297 0579
Christine Futterup        021 225 3873 
Finn Nielsen                027 484 6326
Annette Jorna                021 777 926
Nicolai Pedersen         021 129 6344

Other
Magazine Editor  & Webmaster:
Saj Choudhary            027 498 8933
editor@danishsociety.org.nz
webmaster@danishsociety.org.nz

Membership:
Jolene Gibbs Nielsen 027 531 9509
membership@danishsociety.org.nz

Mailout:
Christine Futterup       021 225 3873

Danish House hire:
Nicolai Pedersen          021 1296 344
house@danishsociety.org.nz

Welfare
Christine Futterup       021 225 3873

Danish Society

CONTACTS

President: 
Jacob Thuesen                021 848 141
president@danishsociety.org.nz

Vice President: 
Rune Rasmussen         021 0861 0198
vicepresident@danishsociety.org.nz

Treasurer:
Karina Østergaard Nielsen 021 776 728
treasurer@danishsociety.org.nz

Secretary: 
Pam Logan                    09 480 9883
secretary@danishsociety.org.nz

Valhalla booking:
Christine Futterup      021 225 3873
valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz
Events & Socials:
events@danishsociety.org.nz

Danish lessons
If you are interested in learning 
Danish, (beginner and intermediate 
levels) then this is for you.

Contact by email 
danishlessons@danishsociety.org.nz


