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SOCIETY news

Danish Immigrant Stories and the
Auckland Council Libraries’ website

The Danish Immigrant Stories Project has had a
long journey. With a team of competent people,
Pam Logan, Visse Hopley and Marianne Krack
as well as our wonderful story tellers, it has, since
2012, navigated its way through the highs and lows
of an ocean of possibilities. Eventually the Project
found its way, through good advice and support,
onto the Danish Society Website.

As it turned out, that is the way information is pre-
sented and stored these days. Everything is held
online these days. Libraries with its books, will still

exist, but electronics is the way of the future.

The Auckland Council Libraries became interest-
ed in the Danish Immigrant Stories Project, as it
was online. Through a process of negotiation, the
Library has accepted our stories for the permanent
Oral History Heritage Collections and will make
them discoverable through Kura Heritage Collec-

tion Online. https://kura.aucklandlibraries.govt.nz

Sue Berman, the Curator of Oral History had ad-
vised us in the past, on the use of digital recording
of oral histories and was most happy to receive The
Danish Immigrant Stories. They will add to the rich
cultural records of migration stories to Auckland.
With high quality sound recordings and permis-
sions for future research and use in place, these re-

cordings become both a wonderful reference to the

experiences and life of our community and a trea-

sure for future family historians.
The project is not finished.

We need more stories, from Danes who arrived in
NZ in the 1970’s, 80’s 90’s and 2000 onward.

It will not be a lengthy process but a short recording
of your experience as a newcomer to this country.
It is always interesting to reflect on one’s life and
think about the social conditions then and how you

coped and adapted to a new country.

If you would like to tell your story, please contact

Karen Yates :
Email: karenay@xtra.co.nz or 021 770 559

Photo: Sue Berman, Curator of Oral History, Auck-
land City Library and Karen Yates signing, at the

handing over of the Danish Immigrant Stories, Jan-
uary 2024.
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Waitangi Day 1974

On 6 February 1974, fifty years ago, the Danish
Society was an integral part of the celebrations
at Waitangi, celebrating the very first time that
Waitangi Day was declared a national holiday (at the
time it was called New Zealand Day). The Society’s
folk-dancers were a young team in those days, and
we went to Waitangi by bus, chaperoned by Grethe
and Svend Marquart, and Jesper and Inger Nielsen.
We shared the bus with the Welsh, and they sang
all the way to Waitangi! We stayed in tents for three
days, on the Treaty grounds. The team, listed in the
official booklet of the event, included: Linda Bryder,

Thomas Hansen, Tui Larsen, Finn Nielsen, Helle #%i#

Nielsen, Lene Nielsen and Martyn Stacey.

Zealand society. The Queen was in attendance

and the whole event was shown on national TV

AAAAAA

((in colour, following the very recent introduction
of colour TV to NZ for the 1974 Commonwealth
Games). We were just one of a large number of eth-
nic groups asked to dance on the grounds at the
official commemoration of the Treaty. One of the
photos you see here (extracted from my photo al-
bum) was when we casually decided to dance at the
Welcome on the Lower Marae (not even wearing
national costume at the time) “Bitte Mand I Knibe”.
This clearly impressed the audience, despite not be-

ing a planned part of the official events.

Linda Bryder
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Book review:
A remarkable life of a Dane.

Did You Know? Dane Hans Homan Jensen FALK
who was born ¢ 1777 Copenhagaen.

His was reputed to be the first recorded marriage per-

formed in New Zealand in the Bay of Islands by the

Missionary Thomas Kendal on the 23rd June 1823. At

the time Hans was serving on the Whaling ship Asp.

Hans an early settler and trader at Maketu (Western

Bay of Plenty) is the progenitor of over 3000+ descen-

dants today. Wow !

His story reveals “the dynamics of European colonial
history” and how the Maori’s lived at the time.

To join the British navy he became known as Phillip
TAPSELL* below

Te Tapiapahana was his Maori name.

Well worth a read especially the insight it provides to
the Maori way of life, of the times.

I recommend it, it’s in the Danish Soc library
;- Events in the life of Phillip Tapsell “THE OLD
DANE”

Extract -Hans went to sea early in the 1790s, and
served in merchant ships. About the turn of the
century he joined a ship in England, where he as-
sumed the name Phillip Tapsell (topsail), posing

as a Manxman to explain his accent, as Britain and
Denmark were at war. He claimed to have served in
Danish privateers in the campaign to exclude British
vessels from the Baltic during the Napoleonic wars,
and returned to England about 1802. However, Dan-
ish official sources suggest that he was born about
1791 to Jens Hansen Falk and his first wife, Giertrud
Homand, who died in 1798. His father married Maria
Dorothea Esmann in 1801. He joined his first English
ship in about 1809

Robert Findlay

My ancestors Hans and Karen Kirstine PETERSEN,
came to Napier aboard NZ “Winchester” 1874 from
Bogo Island to the “40 mile bush Central Hawk Bay.

OO0
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Thank you!

Thank you for the beautiful flowers
I received from the Society.

Bitten Fearon
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Thank you!

Carol and I would like to express a special thanks
to the Danish Society for recognising our diamond
wedding anniversary. We look forward to enjoying

the lovely wine we received as a gift.

Carol and Kurt Marquart
SOOI O OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0
Obituary
Kathlyn Raddock

It is with great sadness to advise that Kathlyn
Raddock past away last month. Many of you may
remember Kathlyn and Kurt Raddock at the Valhal-
la working bees. Kurt was instrumental for most of
'the drainage work at Valhalla over the past 15 years.

Q

§Kathlyn would help in the house and was famous
§f0r her Potato Gratin dishes for the Saturday night

“dinner. They have both been a major asset to the

3
3

i upkeep of Valhalla over the years. Our thoughts

‘are with Kurt and their children Dan and Holly and
‘their grandchildren.

3

' Thanks Marion

3
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Quick Check Calendar

MARCH

Sun 10th - Open House, 2-4pm
Sun 17th - Bingo / Banko, 2-4pm
APRIL

Sat 13th - Smerrebrodsfest

Sun 14th - Open House, 2-4pm
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First Bingo / Banko of 2024
Sunday 17th March, 2024 - 2pm-4pm

Great family fun and lots of prizes - $5 per card
Coffee/Tea and cake $2.50 member, $5 non-member

RSVP: 16 March (register your interest for catering
and planning purposes). events@danishsociety.org.nz

Please bring cash if possible.
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Fastelavn 2024

Fastelavnsfest this year was fun, kids gotin competition was strong to see who could
the dress-up spirit. Everyone had fun play- break it to get the toys and candy inside.
ing games such as Tug of war, Sack race Finishing with a nice bit of lunch for the

and the egg run game. With kids, women day.
Nicolai

i
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and men each having their barrel to hit, the
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Latest rates for members wanting to hire the Danish House, Penrose

Half day rates Full day rates
Location Day Rate Hourly Rate Location Day Rate Hourly Rate
Hall Sunday - Friday $90 Hall Sunday - Friday $175
Hall Saturdays $150 Hall Saturdays $200
Library Sunday - Friday $40 Library Sunday - Friday $60
Library Saturdays $60 Library Saturdays $90
Kitchen Mon - Sun $10.50 (min. 4 hours) Kitchen Mon - Sun $10.50 (min. 4 hours)
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Danish Folk Dancing ADVANCE NOTICE
: Smeorrebrodsfest

Saturday 13th April
Smerrebrod by Danish Delicacy Catering

A full ad will be sent via email to all
members prior, with all the details.

SOOOOOOBOOOGOOOBODO OO OO OO OGO OGO OO

Open House

Now that the temperature is a bit cooler in the
evenings, we will be starting Folk Dancing for
2024.

Sunday 14th April, 2pm-4pm
Complimentary coffee and tea will be served.

Note this is th d Sunday of th th
We will be dancing on the first and third Tues- ote TS Is The second Stnday oF The mon

day of the month at the Danish House. We start

at 7.30pm and dance for approximately an hour,
followed by COffee. QOO OO OO OGO OO OO OO OO GO OO OO0

All welcome - no need to book.

The dancing is low key and suited to the dancers
ability. ° ' Welcome new members!

A chance to be involved with a part of our culture A warm welcome to our newest members:

while partaking in some gentle exercise. Janne Saunders

Any queries feel free to call me on 027 484 6326. Yenny Meldgaard and family, Tapua, Aotea

Finn and Lorraine Nielsen and Taraire
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Valhalla Working Bee’s 2024

Please note that if you book Valhalla you must come
to one of the following working bees. Please email

Valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz to register.

You can stay the night on Saturday or come for the day
only:

April 20th / 21st Run by Adrian Fry

May 18th/19th Run by Rob Petersen

June 15th / 16th Run by Rob Petersen

July 20th / 21st Run by Adrian Fry

Aug 17th/ 18th Run by Antony Barrett

Sep 21st/22nd Run by Jacob Thuesen

Oct 19th / 20th Run by Adrian Fry & Linda Williams
Nov 16th / 17th  Run by Adrian Fry & Linda Williams

QOO OBOOHOOOBOOOOD OO SOOHOOOOOOOBOOEOOG OO OGO OO OGO OO OGBSO OO OOOG OO OO OO OO

Ballots for the summer holidays to Waitangi Day 9th February 2025

Mon 6th Jan / out Sat 11th Jan 2025 - 5 nights The dates that aren’t showing here are the Ballots
that have already been drawn on the 10th March at

Sat 11th Jan / out Thur 16th Jan 2025 - 5 nights the Open House.

Thur 16th Jan / out Mon 20th Jan 2025 - 4 nights Please contact Valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz if you

Mon 20th Jan / out Fri 24th Jan 2025 - 4 nights would like to put your name down for any of the
Mon 27th Jan / out Fri 31st Jan 2025 - 4 nights, Ballots. Please note if you put your name in and you
Room only for members only - 7 rooms win the Ballot and except the win, you need to make

, _ sure you can be at Valhalla for all the days that are in
Fri 31st Jan / out Wed 5th Feb 2025 - 5 nights

these bookings. You will be charged for them, if we
Wed 5th Feb / out Sun 9th Feb 2025 - 4 nights

(Waitangi Day and weekend)

can't get another member to take your place.

Christine
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The Danish
Society Inc.

P.O. Box 12 279 - Penrose 1642
6 Rockridge Ave, Penrose
Auckland

Ph 09 580 3103
www.danishsociety.org.nz

“ Facebook/danishsocietynz/

Bank a/c: ASB 12-3036-0671539-00

Danish Society

The Danish House 09 580 3103
Valhalla, Leigh 022 150 6973

Committee

President:
Jacob Thuesen 021 848 141
president@danishsociety.org.nz

Vice President:
Rune Rasmussen 0210861 0198
vicepresident@danishsociety.org.nz

Treasurer:
Karina @stergaard Nielsen 021 776 728
treasurer@danishsociety.org.nz

Secretary:
Pam Logan 09 480 9883
secretary@danishsociety.org.nz

Valhalla booking:

Christine Futterup 021 225 3873
valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz
Events & Socials:
events@danishsociety.org.nz

INFO

OOV OO

Subscription
(2023/24 financial year)

Youth Club (0-17)...c..ccvvvevuennen Gratis
Student Member (18-24).......$10/pp
Full Member (25-64).............. $65/pp
Senior Member (65-89) ........ $55/pp
Senior+ Member (90+) ........... Gratis

Family Discount (off total)....$30/pc

Financial year runs from 01/10/
2023 to 30/09/2024

CONTACTS

Committee members

Mia Barr 021297 0579
Christine Futterup 021 2253873
Finn Nielsen 027 484 6326
Kurt Marquart 022476 0245
Lars Leffval 020 4460 960

Nicolai Pedersen 021 129 6344

Other

Magazine Editor & Webmaster:
Saj Choudhary 027 498 8933
editor@danishsociety.org.nz
webmaster@danishsociety.org.nz
Membership:

Jolene Gibbs Nielsen 027 531 9509
membership@danishsociety.org.nz
Mailout:
Christine Futterup 0212253873
Danish House hire:

Nicolai Pedersen 021 1296 344
house@danishsociety.org.nz
Welfare

Kirsten Jensen
Christine Futterup

029 479 2249
0212253873

OOV OO

Contribute to

our magazine
The next magazine deadline is
March. The magazine
15 can also be read (in full
colour) online at
www.danishsociety.org.nz
Mail: editor@danishsociety.org.nz
Articles can be either in Danish or
English.

Additional

Royal Danish Consulate:
Inger Mortensen

022 0473 500

47A Normanby Road, Mt Eden
Auckland 1024
ingmor@umgate.dk

The Lutheran Church:

1 Harris Road, Mt Wellington
PO Box 85-014

09 579 4490

Danish Lutheran Church of NZ:
dkchurchsubs@gmail.com

SOOOOOBOOOOOOOOOOOOODOOOOOOO

Danish lessons
If you are interested in learning
Danish, (beginner and intermediate
levels) then this is for you.

Contact by email
danishlessons@danishsociety.org.nz
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