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THE SOCIETYDANISH NEWS

Dear all and welcome to this last newsletter of 2021. 

As 2021 is closing in, it is once again time to reflect on 
another rather challeng-
ing year. 2021 was another 
year where Covid-19 was 
on everyone’s mind and 
where we had to see a lot 
of events cancelled due 
to this. This is not only a 
shame for those who have 
booked for these events, 
but more so for those from 
our society who have or-
ganised these events. On this I would like to thank ev-
eryone who has helped throughout the year with plan-
ning as well as execution of our events. 

If you are interested in football, 2021 wasn’t all that bad. 
Our Danish national team made it to the semifinals in 
the 2020 Euros. This was all a very exciting tournament, 
and I am super happy with the turnout we had for our 
showings at the house in Penrose. We even made it on 
the live AM show and our society got some good expo-
sure. 

The year finished with our AGM. This year was a bit dif-
ferent as we had to postpone it due to the restrictions in 
November. Our AGM was held on a Wednesday night, 
and I would personally like to thank those of you who 
came. I know a weeknight might not be the best, but we 
had no other choice unfortunately with Christmas fast 
approaching. 
I am very pleased to let you all know that most of the 
2021 committee will be staying on in 2022. I would like 
to thank Anna Muir for her time as secretary for the 
past 12 months. This is a role that for the next 12 months 
will be looked after by Pam Logan who has joined for 
another run. Kirsten Jensen, our long-time committee 
member has decided that her time on the committee 

has come. Kirsten has done a great job over the years 
looking after our welfare, but I am pleased to announce 
that she will maintain this role from outside of the com-

mittee. Tak Kirsten. As 
Kirsten’s replacement 
Sebastian Jønsson was 
elected, so please help me 
welcome Sebastian when 
you see him around the 
club. 

I am already looking for-
ward to seeing what 2022 
will bring, and as long as 

lockdowns will be a thing of the past, we will hopefully 
see all of you at some stage at different events next year. 

But for now, all that is left for me is to wish you all a 
glædelig jul og godt nytår.  Eat lots and be happy!

Christmas greetings, Jacob

Glædelig jul og godt nytår!

Fastelavnsfest 
“slå katten af tønden”

Sunday 27th February, 2021 - 11am onwards
Danish House, Penrose

Dress up parade, hit the cat 
out of the barrel, lots of fun 
games and prizes.  Bring 
your own picnic lunch.  
Complimentary coffee and 
tea will be available.
All welcome, no charge.

Please RSVP by 13 February.
Contact events@danishsociety.org.nz
Note: Change of venue this year - not Long Bay!
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Open House will return on
Sunday 6th February 2021

No Open House in January

Welfare
As we come to the close of another extremely challeng-
ing year, I want to make special mention of the families 
who have also had to deal with the loss of a loved one 
during the past 12 months.  I can’t recall a year quite 
like it, where we have farewelled so many members, and 
family of club members.  The Courtney children lost 
both their parents in the space of three months.  We, as 
a club, have lost many dear and long serving members 
that will be sorely missed, but will never be forgotten, as 
their legacies will live on in their many contributions to 
the Danish Society and Valhalla.

We lovingly remember:
Kirsten Boysen-Møller  -  Nov 2020
Kaj (Ken) Winter  -  Dec 2020
Karen Rasmussen  -  March 2021
Preben Rasmussen Jensen  -  March 2021  (Our oldest 
member at 98 years)
Inger Marie (Sys) Vestergaard Hansen  -  March 2021
Tove Larsen  -  April 2021
Knud Mikkelsen  -  April  2021
Vibeke Courtney  -  April 2021
Kurt Barrett  -  May 2021
Jack Yates  -  May 2021
Neville Courtney  -  July 2021
Kaj Nielsen  -  October 2021

Peter and Helle Gilderdale also farewelled Peter’s Moth-
er Betty, in July, and on a cheerful note, welcomed their 
first grandchild.

Todd and Helle Scott farewelled Todd’s Mother, Judy, in 
August.

I would also like to make mention of the members who 
have struggled with health issues or spent time in hospi-
tal during the year.  Despite the Danish Club being ‘out 
of action’ for a good portion of the year, you are all still 
in our thoughts and prayers, for ‘God Bedring’ and for 
better days ahead.  We look forward to seeing you all 
back in the club in the New Year.

I would like to end on a celebrity note.    Congratulations 
to Graham and Fran Wright who celebrated 60 years of 
marriage in April 💘

Glædelig Jul og Godt Nytår
Kirsten Jensen 

NB. Please continue to keep us updated regarding any 
members passing, ill health or hospital admissions, so that 
we can continue to reach out to them and their families.

Valhalla Working Bee
On the 20th Nov. there 
was finally the chance to 
have a one day working 
bee, bringing your own  
picnic.
16 hard-working people 
came and worked on the 
grounds and the shed.

The shed is still not finished, it needs 2-3 workdays still, 
but it now has a roof.

The grounds really needed the loving attention it got on 
that Saturday, and as there is no working bee planned 
before April 2022 we do encourage anyone who stays at 
Valhalla to spend maybe an hour doing what you feel is 
needed on the grounds. If you’re staying longer than a 
weekend, consider spending an hour a couple of days. 
Maybe get your guests to join in. 
After all, Valhalla is the result of the members’ hard work.

Next working bee: 09-10 April 2022. Feel free to sign up 
already now to Katja (katja@haargaard.dk)
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Kids’ Christmas party
On Sunday 12th December we were fortunate to be 
able to hold our annual Children’s Christmas Party, 
Børnenes Juletræsfest.
After lockdown and much uncertainty, it was great that 
we could hold this much loved, traditional event.
We had 26 children and 24 adults.  Magician Alan Wat-
son entertained, we danced around the tree and enjoyed 
delicious treats including Danish Christmas ‘småkage’.

Thank you again to Mr and Mrs Claus who took time 
out in their busy schedule and delighted the children 
with gifts. 
Thanks also to all who helped with the preparations and 
to Randi, Mia and Katja for providing some of the beau-
tiful baking.

Annette
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INFO
Subscription

(2021/22 financial year)

Youth Club (0-18)....................
Student Member (18-25).......
Full Member (25-65)..............
Gold Member (65+) ..............
Family Discount (off total)....

Financial year runs from 01/10/ 
2021 to 30/09/2022

Gratis
$10/pp
$65/pp
$55/pp
$30/pc

Additional
Royal Danish Consulate:
Inger Mortensen
022 0473 500
47A Normanby Road, Mt Eden
Auckland 1024
ingmor@umgate.dk

The Lutheran Church:
1 Harris Road, Mt Wellington
PO Box 85-014
09 579 4490

Danish Lutheran Church of NZ:
dkchurchsubs@gmail.com

The Danish 
Society Inc.

P.O. Box 12 279 - Penrose 1642
6 Rockridge Ave, Penrose
Auckland
Ph 09 580 3103
www.danishsociety.org.nz

             Facebook/danishsocietynz/

Bank a/c: ASB 12-3036-0671539-00

Contribute to
our magazine

The next magazine deadline is  
January. The magazine 
can also be read (in full 
colour) online at    

              www.danishsociety.org.nz
Mail: editor@danishsociety.org.nz
Articles can be either in Danish or 
English.
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The Danish House
Valhalla, Leigh

09 580 3103
022 150 6973

Committee

Committee members
Annette Jorna                   021 777 926
Karina Østergaard Nielsen  021 776 728
Peter Hansen               021 054 3732
Lars Løffval                  020 4460 960
Finn Nielsen                027 484 6326

Other
Magazine Editor  & Webmaster:
Saj Choudhary            027 498 8933
editor@danishsociety.org.nz
webmaster@danishsociety.org.nz

Membership:
Jolene Gibbs Nielsen 027 531 9509
membership@danishsociety.org.nz

Mailout:
Christine Futterup       021 225 3873

Library:
Helle Gilderdale        021 0252 4956
gilderdaleclan@gmail.com

Danish House hire:
Peter Hansen               021 054 3732
house@danishsociety.org.nz

Danish Society

CONTACTS

President: 
Jacob Thuesen
president@danishsociety.org.nz

Vice-President:
Jesper Poulsen               020 4141 0666
vicepresident@danishsociety.org.nz

Treasurer & Valhalla booking:
Christine Futterup
treasurer@danishsociety.org.nz &
valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz

Secretary: 
Anna Muir
secretary@danishsociety.org.nz

Events & Socials:
events@danishsociety.org.nz

Welfare
Kirsten Jensen

021 848 141

021 225 3873

          022 077 6334

029 479 2249

Danish lessons
If you are interested in learning 
Danish, (beginner and intermediate 
levels) then this is for you.

Contact by email 
danishlessons@danishsociety.org.nz


