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Film evening
Friday, 21st Oct., 7.30pm

“Thomas Eje show”
$5 for the film plus coffee & cookies

Over Sixties 
Luncheon

Smørrebrød & Sild

Sunday, 20th November 1pm
Cost: $10

Book with Poul Hansen
Send money & booking to 

43 Parrish Rd, Mt Albert, Auckland 1003
Phone 846 9600

by Monday 7th November

Come to the . . . 

OCTOBER Open House 
Sunday, October 2nd from 2pm
Coffee & cake from $2.50
Everyone welcome

HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN

BALL 
OF THE YEAR

Saturday, 
15th October, 2005

Come Dressed Formal 
Or as a HCA Character 

Champagne & nibbles on arrival
Three course meal, individually served 

accompanied by wine
Coffee & petite fours to follow

Dance to the Music of
The Holzhacker Band

Tickets are $70 per person
Book by 3rd October

(Bookings only confirmed when payment received)

Please ring Lena Burlon 
to book ph 528 1116

Or email her lenaburlon@niceincome.biz
Send cheque & self addressed envelope 

to The Danish Society, 
PO Box 12-279, Penrose 

Trading Table
at the 

November Open House
Lots of goodies to buy
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THE DANISH SOCIETY (INC)
P. O. BOX 12 279 - PENROSE

6 Rockridge Ave., Penrose, Auckland
Phone 580 3103

www.danish.org.nz

Contact phone numbers
The Danish House  580 3103
Valhalla, Leigh  09 422 6194

Committee
PRESIDENT
Carsten Dansted  524 2047 

VICE-PRESIDENT
Karen Yates  524 6016

SECRETARY
Karen Yates  524 6016

TREASURER
Christine Rasmussen  835 3435

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Lena Burlon  528 1116
Niels Foged  846 9646
Anna-Margrethe Jørgensen 527 6633
Ruth Kristensen  627 9797
Richard Logan  480 9883
John Stewart  480 8282

EDITOR “NEWS MAGAZINE”
Pam Logan  480 9883
9 Puawai Place, Northcote, Auckland   
E-mail:  pam-richardlogan@attglobal.net 

PRODUCTION
John Stewart  480 8282 

MAILOUT
Ann & Henning Dinesen  570 4481 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Fanny Wright  575 8027

Other Addresses
ROYAL DANISH CONSULATE GENERAL
P.O. Box 619, Auckland 1
Fax 537 3067 Phone 537 3099
www.danishconsulatesnz.org.nz

THE TRADE COMMISSION OF DENMARK
Harbour View Building, 152 Quay St, 7th Floor
P.O. Box 2154, Auckland 1
Fax 307 5207 Phone  379 3119 
www.dtcauckland.um.dk

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH
1 Harris Rd (P O Box 85-014)  Mt Wellington
Phone   579 4490

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2005

Joining fee: $75 60 years of age & over: $45 per member
per family application or 22 to 59: $55 per member
$50 per single application 18 to 25 (student rate): $45 per member
plus annual subscription Family rate discount:  Less $10 per family
  Magazine subscription only: $45
  (no joining fee applies)

REGULAR EVENTS

QUICK CHECK CALENDAR

CARDPLAYERS
meet on the first and third Wednesday

of the month - 11am to 3pm

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
are held on the first Tuesday of each  

month at 7.30pm

DANISH HOUSE
An Open House is held on the first 
Sunday of each month from 2pm.

Danish House Working Bees
Call Anna-Margrethe if you want to help. 

FOLKDANCERS
meet at 7.30pm on the second and 

fourth Tuesday of every month.
 

DANISH MOTHERS’ GROUP
meets every 2nd Tuesday.  

Call Helle 521 2844 for venue.
 

VALHALLA
Working bees are held on the weekend of 

the second Saturday of the month.

October
Sun 2 Open House
Sat 8 Valhalla Working Bee
Sat 15  Ball
Fri 21  Film evening

November 
Sun 6 Open House
Sat 12 Valhalla Working Bee

Tues 15 HC Andersen Celebration
Fri 18 Film evening

December 
Sun 4 Childrens Xmas Party
Sat 10 Valhalla Working Bee
Sun 18 Christmas carols
Tues 20 Christmas service

Committee Contact Working Group Convenor Phone
Bar Bar Niels Foged 846 9646

Cultural Library & videos  Lena Burlon 528 1116
Karen Yates Club history Richard Logan 480 9883
 Danish lessons Connie Kristensen 483 8078    
 Folk dancing Finn Nielsen 625 5533

Danish House Hall hire, maintenance, working bees
Anna-Margrethe Jørgensen  527 6633 

Members Membership  Fanny Wright 575 8027
Carsten Dansted Welfare(Cards & Flowers) Vibeke Courtney 576 3150
 Marketing Lena Burlon 528 1116

Other Clubs Presidents/ contacts Carsten Dansted 524 2047

Socials Socials Carsten, Niels, Ruth, Lena
 Card Players Lise Jensen 625 8969
 Danish Mothers’ group Helle Scott 521 2844

Valhalla Bookings & Maintenance Marion Stewart 480 8282
Richard Logan Development Richard Logan 480 9883

Committee Contacts & Convenors for Working Groups

Danish House Hall Hire Rates
Members rates for hiring the hall for the whole day at 
the Danish House, Penrose.
Monday to Thursday inclusive: $200
Friday and Sunday:   $250
Saturday:   $350
Half a day is $50 less.

The bond is $100.00 per booking.  
The booking/holding fee of $50.00 is deducted from 

the total cost.
Call the Booking Officer:

Anna Margrethe, Phone 527 6633

BOOKINGS FOR VALHALLA 
RATES
Weekdays (off-peak) Adult  Child 
Member $10 $5
Guest $20 $10 
Whole Weekend 
Member $30 $15
Guest $50 $25
Weekdays (peak)    
Member $15 $7.50
Guest $25 $12.50
Long weekend (3 nights)  
Member $45 $22.50
Guest $75 $37.50
Whole house daily rate (for the off-peak season)
Flat rate $250

Peak season = Christmas Eve to the end of Anniversary 
weekend.  Children are 18 and under.  Babies are free.

Call the Booking Officer: Marion Stewart,
88c Coronation Road, Hillcrest

Phone 480 8282

Danish Classes
Thursdays

Beginner class 6 - 7.15pm
Intermediate class 7.30 - 9pm 
Private lessons are available 

on Saturday mornings.  
For more information call 

Connie Kristensen 
Phone 483 8078
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Not to be completely left out, Jill 
and I decided that as everyone else 
seemingly was tripping overseas we 
would take a few days and spend it 
in the sunshine on the Gold Coast. 
Arriving back last night was a bit 
of a shock to the system as we left 
Brisbane in brilliant sunshine and 
25 degrees and arrived in Auckland 
three hours later in the middle of 
winter and the low which had hid the 
country and it was very, very cold .

Having a keen interest in matters 
Danish, I noted that in Australia you 
could buy apples labelled Hansen, 
you can also buy Royal Copenhagen 
ice cream. The local TV channel 
had just started screening a new 
Danish crime series entitled Unit 
1 which has been extremely freely 
translated to Rejseholdet. The first 

episode was very exiting and the 
leading detective is a female so this 
should be admirably suitable for New 
Zealand conditions, but I guess that 
screening it here would be too much 
to hope for.

I was alarmed when in Australia I 
read the headline “SHOCK ATTACK 
ON MARY“. I had to buy a paper to 
find out what had actually happened. 
I was pleased to find out that the 
culprit was not a madman with a 
weapon.  This particular magazine 
was taking the Danish press to task 
over Princess Mary drinking alcohol 
late in her pregnancy.  They were 
speculating whether the half glass 
she emptied into a flowerpot actually 
contained champagne or lemonade.  

Another claim is that her official 
car drives too fast. These and other 

similar speculations apparently 
constitute a SHOCK ATTACK. 
The following day I noted several 
headlines referring to Princess Mary. 
The most extravagant was probably 
the one that said, “HOW MARY 
SAVED THE MONARCHY”. I did 
not bother to buy that one but the 
Princess is obviously hot property 
both in Denmark and in Australia.

Getting right back to what I 
should be writing about, don’t forget 
to book your tickets for the Ball. We 
are at the moment filling up fast. 
You don’t need to bother about the 
reply paid envelope but please let us 
have your cheque and the names 
of the people attending as soon as 
possible.

Looking forward to seeing you.
Carsten

Carsten’s Corner – President’s Report for September 2005

Carsten Dansted, Bjarne Elowsson & Richard Logan accepting the DDF certificate at the ARC Environment awards

Danish magazines
There is a new web-based shop selling Danish magazines all over the world.  

You can find it at www.DanishMagazines.com  
Their email address is adm@danishmagazines.com

Phone: 45 868 282 16
Sent in by Rita & Niels Jaegersborg
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DANISH HOUSE - Hall hire - maintenance - working bees

Report from the Valhalla Booking Officer
Keeping ahead of maintenance required at Valhalla 
is difficult while based in Auckland, that is why it is 
imperative to contact me as soon as possible if you 
have any concerns during your stay.  If necessary, call 
me directly from Valhalla so I can get on to the problem 
immediately.  The working bees each month are doing 
a splendid job of general maintenance of the house 
but it is the unpredictable problems that crop up that I 
need to be informed about as soon as they happen.
When making your booking for Valhalla, it is not 
treated as a confirmed booking until I have received 
your deposit.  Pencil bookings will only be valid for one 
month, it is important to send in your deposit within 
that month so I cannot sell it. This applies to both 
whole house and single room bookings.  When hiring 
the whole house, one month should be long enough 
to co-ordinate dates and people and be fair to those 
wanting the same dates.  Should you need to cancel 
your confirmed booking your deposit will be returned 
if it is at least 4 weeks out from your dates.  There is 
no refund for any  cancellations within 4 weeks of your 
planned stay.

I still have dates available over the January holiday 
period, now is the time to contact me regarding 
bookings for this month.
Marion Stewart

LABOUR WEEKEND NOW 
AVAILABLE at Valhalla

Due to a cancellation just received, 
the whole house is now available 

over Labour Weekend.  
If you want it, you will need to 
be quick, as it is a sought-after 

weekend and it is the final weekend 
available until the 17th March.

DANISH HOUSE HALL 
HIRE BOOKINGS

HAVE FUN!

HAVE A PARTY, A 
CONFERENCE, A MEETING!

THE OPTIONS ARE ENDLESS!

We still have some good dates 
available this year and are also 
taking bookings for next year.

Please contact Anna-Margrethe on 
527 6633 or 025 27 29 132 to make 
your booking or perhaps you just 

want to discuss options.

TRADING TABLE 
WE NEED YOUR HELP

We are hoping to have an exciting 
Trading Table again this year.

If you are able to help with some baking, 
making Christmas decorations or small gifts 

etc, please contact me at home on 527 6633.  
If I am not home, please leave a message and 
I will call you back.  Alternatively you can call 

my mobile 027 27 29 132.
We will be having the Trading Table at the 

Open House on November 6th at 2pm.

I look forward to hearing from you.
Anna-Margrethe Jorgensen
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Valhalla - September Working Bee
10-11 September 2005

We had a happy and productive September 
working bee.  The 12 members present tackled a 
number of different jobs such as: removing the high 
cupboards above the stove in the kitchen, then 
cleaning, patching and painting the exposed walls; 
repairing the back of the shed; cleaning out the ash 
from the fireplace using the outside deck access 
way; trimming the bottlebrush trees and flax; cutting 
out the wisteria in preparation for putting a clear 
roof over the deck; widening the track amongst the 
pohutukawa trees down by the cove; putting in steps 
for a fast access route on the cove track; painting 
the hallway (last month the team painted the dinning 
room); sanding down and recoating one of the two 
dining room tables etc.  There is also the never ending 
cooking and cleaning.  To get some of these things 
done some of the members came up on Thursday.  A 
big thanks to all those who participated. 

Next month we need to continue the painting, track 
maintenance, cut firewood, spray the gorse, plant 
more trees and so on.  Anyone (members and     

friends) are welcome.  You don’t have to stay for the 
full weekend, some members just come for the day, 
and even a few hours work is greatly appreciated.  It 
is always a pleasure to work on such a lovely property 
with such great views and increased bird life.

Future development at Valhalla
On the Saturday of the Valhalla working bee, we 

had our first focus group session for those present at 
the working bee on the future development options 
for Valhalla .  By the time you read this we hope to 
have had perhaps a couple more of these sessions.  
If you want to be involved in a focus group session 
and you haven’t already, please contact me.  This is 
an important period in deciding what to do next, so I 
would encourage all those with an interest in Valhalla 
to get involved.  We will run as many sessions as are 
required.  Each session will take about 2 hours and 
I will facilitate the sessions using a decision making 
framework developed by the previous Valhalla working 
group.

Richard Logan
Valhalla Convenor (Development)

Dane close to becoming the first to run 
around the world
On January 1st the Dane Jesper Olsen set out to complete a 
continuous run around the world - a distance of  26,000 km.  He 
started in London and is heading through Europe, west Russia, 
east Asia, Australia, the US and Canada and will return via 
Scotland to London on December 31st 2005.
Sent in by Aage Larsen

Interested in the future 
development of Valhalla?

If you are interested in spending two hours being part of 
the consultation process to determine the future direction 
of Valhalla  (i.e. our options for upgrading our buildings), 

then please contact 
either Richard Logan (ph. 480 9883) 
or Bjarne Elowsson (ph. 535 4226)

and we will include you in one of the focus groups we 
are currently holding.



October Puzzle - 
translate from 
English to Danish
ACROSS

1. photo
5. run
7. brother-in-law
8. witch
11. door
13. nose
14. we
15. bee
16. carrot
18. late
21. pencil
22. money
24. bingo
26. bird
27. fire
28. sister
33. button
34. uncle
35. bed
36. water

DOWN

1. dad
2. us
3. cow
4. brother
6. ear
8. dog
9. eat
10. I
12. eye
13. niece
17. purple
18. spain
19. night
20. egg
23. nail
25. cat
28. bag
29. sun
30. pupil
31. house
32. book
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September
Puzzle
Solution
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Find the hidden words:

CAT  FROG OWL
COW LAMB SMILE
DOG LIZARD TIGER
FARM MOOSE ZOO

W W S M I L E Z S D

D Y T R Y G W S O C

P R W A J B Q O O O

B Z A F R M E W K E

R V G Z K A F T R I

M N O O I L U O E O

X O D Q N L C W G W

L I O G O R F A I C

H J L S V Z R R T D

V J K O E W U G E F



DDF News Magazine October 20058

Foreningsnyt
Birthdays and Anniversaries

for October
Hjertelig til lykke til:

Congratulations to the 29 members who have birthdays 
& the 5 couples who have an  anniversary

in October especially
Svend Aage Christensen

som fylder 80 år d. 28.10.2005
Keld & Lena Burlon

som d. 14.10.2005 har været gift i 10 år
Ian & Jennifer Thomsen

som d. 28.10.2005 har været gift i 5 år

The next magazine deadline is October 16
All contributions welcome – photos, letters, articles, 
jokes, poems or stories, in Danish or English. Please 
use Word documents when e-mailing contributions.

Note: ads for events must be in a calendar 
month before the event.  Pam Logan (Editor)

Thank You Letters

New Members 
Velkommen til nye medlemmer – 
 Jakob & Anna Andersen 
 and their daughter Fie

Til den Danske Forening
Tusinde tak for den smukke buket 
blomster som jeg modtog til min 70 års fødselsdag.
Venlig hilsen fra 
Vibeke Courtney

Den Danske Forening
Mange tak for de dejlige blomster som blev sendt til mig 
efter jeg kom hjem fra hospitalet. De lyste op i smukke 
farver i vores stue. 1000 tak
Birthe Hovmand

Dear Danish Society
Danish Community Project
It was a very well-liked project, and the students have all 
asked me to convey their appreciation and for your input, 
and for the very generous access and co-operation you 
gave us, from start to finish.  Your comments in the ’crit’ 
were also much appreciated, by me and my colleagues, 
as well as the students.  It has been a valuable and 
demanding exercise from which we have all learned.
Best regards
David Turner 
Lecturer - Architecture, Unitec

Wanted:  
Danish speaking Dane 
in Dannevirke Region

The AFS (American Field Service) have a 
girl who is going to Denmark next year and 
they need to find someone who could help 

her with her learning before she leaves. 
They want to know if there is anyone in the 

Dannevirke region who could help.
If you know of anyone, 

please forward their details to:
Marion Stewart, Ph: 09 480 8282

or johnandmarion@slingshot.co.nz

Green Ribbon Sustainable 
Business Award

Society members, Lucien & Annette Jorna’s company 
Scrap Metal Recyclers Ltd has won an award for 
environmental protection work within their business.  
Instead of smelting their scrap metal they use presses 
and cutting equipment; they recycle paper and glass and 
collect waste oils.  Congratulations.

Lucien and Annette Jorna, Scrap Metal Recyclers Ltd 
with their nominators Karina Munro and Trevor Munns 
from the Scrap Metal Recycling Association. 
(From Ministry for the Environment website)



ISSN 0113-4965 * November 2005

Final
Hans Christian Andersen

Bicentennial 2005
Celebration

Tuesday 15th November
7.30pm

A "hygge aften" to celebrate
HC Andersen and farewell the events

of 2005

Come and participate, bring your
friends, the evening will be in Danish

and English
If you wish to contribute an item or two,

contact Karen on 524 6016

Ring the Danish Society at 580 3103
and leave a message on the answerphone

to let us know you are coming
by the 10th November

(we need to know for catering purposes)

Coffee and æbleskiver to conclude the
evening ( gold coin contribution )

Over Sixties
Luncheon

Smørrebrød & Sild
Sunday 20th November

1pm
Cost: $10

Book with Poul Hansen
Send money & booking to

43 Parrish Rd, Mt Albert, Auck-
land 1003

Phone 846 9600
by Monday 7th November

Trading Table
at the

November Open House
Sunday November 6th from 2pm

CHRISTMASGIFTS,BAKING, CRAFTS,
DANISHHAVARTICHEESE,SILD

Coffee and cakes (from $2.50)
will be served as usual in the Library.

Everyonewelcome.

Film evening
Friday 18th November

7.30pm
$5 for the film plus coffee & cookies

SundayDecember4th
Seeover for moredetails

DecemberChristmas events
FolkdanceChristmas party

Sunday18thChristmasCarols
Tuesday 20thChristmasservice

Den Danske Forening
The Danish Society (Inc.), Auckland, New Zealand

NEWS MAGAZINE
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THE DANISH SOCIETY (INC) 
P. O. BOX 12 279 - PENROSE 

6 Rockridge Ave., Penrose, Auckland 
Phone 580 3103 

www.danish.org.nz 

Contact phone numbers 
The Danish House   580 3103 
Valhalla, Leigh   09 422 6194 

Committee 
PRESIDENT 
Carsten Dansted   524 2047  
 

VICE-PRESIDENT 
Karen Yates   524 6016 
 

SECRETARY 
Karen Yates   524 6016 
 

TREASURER 
Christine Rasmussen  09 233 6244 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Lena Burlon   528 1116 
Niels Foged   846 9646 
Anna-Margrethe Jørgensen  527 6633 
Ruth Kristensen   627 9797 
Richard Logan    480 9883 
John Stewart   444 7022 
 

EDITOR “NEWS MAGAZINE” 
Pam Logan   480 9883 
9 Puawai Place, Northcote, Auckland    
E-mail:  pam-richardlogan@attglobal.net  
 

PRODUCTION 
John Stewart   480 8282 
 

MAILOUT 
Ann & Henning Dinesen  570 4481  
 

CHANGE OF ADDRRESS 
Fanny Wright   575 8027 

 

Other Addresses 
 

ROYAL DANISH CONSULATE GENERAL 
P.O. Box 619, Auckland 1 
Fax 537 3067  Phone 537 3099 
www.danishconsulatesnz.org.nz 
 

THE TRADE COMMISSION OF DENMARK 
Harbour View Building, 152 Quay St, 7th Floor 
P.O. Box 2154, Auckland 1 
Fax  307 5207  Phone 379 3119  
www.dtcauckland.um.dk 
 

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1 Harris Rd (P O Box 85-014)  Mt Wellington 
Phone    579 4490 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2005 

Joining fee: $75   60 years of age & over:  $45 per member 
per family application or   22 to 59:   $55 per member 
$50 per single application  18 to 25 (student rate):  $45 per member 
plus annual subscription  Family rate discount:  Less $10 per family 
     Magazine subscription only: $45    
     (no joining fee applies)   

REGULAR EVENTS 

CARDPLAYERS 
meet on the first and third Wednesday 

of the month - 11am to 3pm 
 
 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
are held on the first Tuesday of each  

month at 7.30pm 
 
 

DANISH HOUSE 
An Open House is held at the Danish 

House on the first Sunday of each month 
from 2pm. 

 
 
 

Danish House Working bees 
Call Anna-Margrethe if you want to help. 

 
 

FOLKDANCERS 
 meet at 7.30pm on the second and 

fourth Tuesday of every  month.  
  

DANISH MOTHERS’ GROUP 
meets every 2nd Tuesday.   

Call Helle on 521 2844 for venue.   
 

VALHALLA 
 Working bees are held on the weekend 
of the second Saturday of the month. 

QUICK CHECK CALENDAR  

Committee Contacts & Convenors for Working Groups  

Committee Contact Working Group  Convenor  Phone 
Bar   Bar    Niels Foged  846 9646 
 

Cultural   Library & videos   Lena Burlon  528 1116 
Karen Yates  Club history   Karen Yates  524 6016 
   Danish lessons   Connie Kristensen 478 5175   
   Folk dancing   Finn Nielsen  625 5533 
 

Danish House  Hall hire; maintenance; working bees 
Anna-Margrethe Jørgensen       527 6633  
 

Members  Membership    Fanny Wright  575 8027 
Carsten Dansted Welfare  (Cards & Flowers) Vibeke Courtney 576 3150 
   Marketing   Lena Burlon & co. 528 1116 
 

Other Clubs  Presidents/ contacts  Carsten Dansted 524 2047 
 

Socials   Socials    Carsten, Niels, Ruth, Lena 
   Card Players   Lise Jensen  625 8969 
   Danish Mothers’ group  Helle Scott  521 2844 
 

Valhalla  Bookings & Maintenance Marion Stewart  444 7022 
Richard Logan  Development   Richard Logan  480 9883 

 November 
Sun 6  Open House 
Sat 12  Valhalla Working Bee  
Fri 18  Film evening 
Tues 15 HCA Celebration 
Sun 20  Over 60s 
 

December 
Sun 4  Children’s Xmas party 
Sat 10  Valhalla Working Bee 
Sun 18  Christmas carols 
Tues 20 Christmas service 
 

January 2006 
Have a great holiday! 
 

February 2006 
No Open House due to Waitangi Weekend 
Sat 11  BBQ 
 

March 2006 
Sun 1  Open House 

danish house hall hire rates 
Members’ rates for hiring the hall for the whole day at 
the Danish House, Penrose. 
Monday to Thursday inclusive: $200 
Friday and Sunday:  $250 
Saturday:   $350 
Half a day is $50 less. 

The bond is $100.00 per booking.   
The booking/holding fee of $50.00 is deducted from 

the total cost. 
Call the Booking Officer:  

Anna-Margrethe, Phone 527 6633 

BOOKINGS FOR VALHALLA 
  

RATES  
Weekdays (off-peak) Adult   Child  
Member   $10  $5 
Guest   $20  $10  
Whole Weekend  
Member   $30  $15 
Guest   $50  $25 
Weekdays (peak)     
Member   $15  $7.50 
Guest   $25  $12.50 
Long weekend (3 nights)   
Member   $45  $22.50 
Guest   $75  $37.50 
Whole house daily rate (for the off-peak season) 
Flat rate   $250 
 
Peak season = Christmas Eve to the end of Anniversary 

weekend.  Children are 5 to 18.  Under 5s are free. 
 

Call the Booking Officer: Marion Stewart,  
15 Tree View Ave, Glenfield,  

Phone 444 7022 

danish classes 
Thursdays 

Beginner class 6 - 7.15pm 
Intermediate class 7.30 - 9pm  

Private lessons are available  
on Saturday mornings.   
For more information call  

Connie Kristensen  
Phone 483 8078 
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Carsten’s Corner  - President’s Report for October 2005 
 The H.C. Andersen Ball is 
behind us and we look forward to 
the next event.  I must  
complement those that joined in 
the spirit of the occasion and  
arrived dressed up as H.C.A. 
characters.  We had at least two 
little match girls, a witch, a  
shepherdess and many more.  
The first prize went to a  
magnificent chimney sweep 
( Skorstensfejer ).  He had gone 
that extra mile and made his own 
equipment including the brush 
and ladder.  The prize for the best 
female entry went to the sandman 
( Ole Lukøje ) or directly  
translated from Danish Ole  
ShutEye.  We also had a married 
couple dressed in period costume 
which the wife had painstakingly 
made herself . What a wonderful 
effort.  A great night, thank you to 
all who made happen.  
 

 As you must be aware,  
earlier in the year our society  

decided to join the world wide 
celebration of the bi-centenary of 
H C A .  A huge effort has been 
put in by our H C A group headed 
by Karen Andersen Yates.  Any 
doubt that I may have had about 
the success of this project was 
firmly removed when I was asked 
to attend a performance by the 
Birkenhead Primary School.  
Here in their new hall 750 people 
were crammed in to watch the  
performance of 250 children who 
all played a part in in a number of 
small skits based on H C A  
stories.  It was so good to see the 
enthusiasm of the children who 
took part and if our object was to 
spread the awareness then this 
proved to me that we had 
succeeded.  Most impressive was 
the song written by the schools 
music department.  It was all 
about the struggle and final 
success of H C Andersen and it 
was sung with gusto by all the 

children who had learned the tune 
and the word of by heart.  Very, 
very impressive.  
 

 Congratulations to the 
Royal Couple on the birth of a 
new baby boy.  Television and the 
papers are full of it and it is a happy 
event which will be followed closely 
by all Danes.  It was timed so well 
and it was good to be able to 
announce it at the ball before 
everyone had become aware. 
 

 We have another happy 
event to announce and that is the 
arrival of a new Danish mbassador 
H. E. Klavs Holm and his wife 
Dr.Tove Holm.  They will, as the 
previous Ambassador, be based in 
Singapore.  We will be hosting a 
reception to welcome His 
Excellency to Danish House on 
the 3rd. November at 1700.  I hope 
to see you there. 
Carsten  

Cocktail Party 
to welcome  

the new Danish  
Ambassador 
H. E. Klavs Holm  

Thursday 3rd November 
5-7 pm 

$10 
Book with ???? 

Trading Table 
at the  

November Open House 
 

Sunday November 6th from 2pm 
 

The tables with all the ‘goodies’ will be set 
out in the main hall.   The doors will be 

open from 2pm for you to come and  
browse and buy.    

 
 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS, BAKING, CRAFTS, 
DANISH HAVARTI CHEESE 

 

Glasses of sild on sale 
$5.50 a glass 

White/ white with dill/ white & sour cream 
(Sorry, no curry or red available in glasses) 

 

Orders taken if we sell out. 
 

Everyone welcome. 
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DANISH HOUSE - Hall hire - maintenance - working bees 
 BOOKINGS AT THE DANISH HOUSE PENROSE 

 

 There has been a marked interest in renting 
our premises over the past month and dates are 
being booked for 2006. 
 

 If you are having a special day or just want to 
have a get together with friends, a family reunion, 
even a seminar or conference, why not give me a 
call to discuss your options.  Phone 527 6633 or 
025 272 9132. 
 

WORKING BEES AND MAINTENANCE 
  

 You will no doubt have seen our beautiful 
new doors into the main hall from the foyer.  As well 
as defining the foyer and hall areas they will also 
help stop the draft in the hall area during the  
winters! 
 

 Thank you to Erik Nissen, Bjarne Ellowsson 
and Neville Courtney for their time and expertise in 
getting the doors installed.  
 

 There have been no organised working bees 
for a while now due to overseas travel by some of 
us but there has also not been anything where we 
have needed a group to come and help.  However, 

Valhalla Bookings Report  
 Unfortunately we have had some unwanted 
visitors at Valhalla over the holidays, the shed was 
broken into and red paint was painted in graffiti like 
manner on the shed and house including the  
chimney.  The tracks also had bicycle tyre skid 
marks everywhere – we can only presume they 
were bored school children that did this for a laugh.  
No major structural damaged was made and they 
didn’t break into the house but it is still upsetting to 
arrive and find this. 
 

 We have changed the front door lock so we 
now have new keys.  As with all duplicate key  
cutting, it is recommend the keys are tested in the 
lock before locking the door, unfortunately I can’t do 
this without making a special trip to try each one. If 
you do get any keys that are a bit sticky in the new 
lock, please let me know so I can replace it  
immediately.   
 

 The Jylland fridge has been replaced with a 
new one.  The old fridge seized and was beyond 

repair. 
 

 Two areas of common concerns from  
occupants on arrival at Valhalla has been:  
1) The used ground beans in the coffee maker have 
not been removed.  These go mouldy and leave a 
musty smell in the house.  
2) The fireplace has not been reset for the next  
occupants.  
Although there are unlikely to be any fires between 
now and next winter please be aware that if you do 
use the fireplace you must reset it before you depart. 
 

 If anyone has any unwanted furniture they 
would like to donate to Valhalla, please check with 
Richard Logan or me first.  Your unwanted furniture is 
not necessarily wanted at Valhalla either.  
 

 The house is being used fairly consistently from 
now until March with a few periodic gaps still available 
in January.  
 

Marion Stewart 

to those who have been over to garden and do 
some running repairs, stock taking etc etc.  Thank 
you, your help is greatly appreciated.  
 

 As people are very busy with their own 
lives especially leading up to Christmas I have not 
planned a big working bee until early next year.  I 
will keep you posted! 
 

 See you at the Trading Table and Open 
House, 2pm 6th November. 
Anna-Margrethe 

TRADING TABLE 
If there is anything you would like to 

make, bake, build or cook for the  
Trading Table, please contact Anna-
Margrethe on 527 6633 or  027 272 

9132.  There is always room for 
more!  Should you have any queries 
regarding the Trading table please 

also contact Anna-Margrethe. 
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A small band of willing volunteers braved the elements of strong winds and rain to complete a number of 
things at the last working bee. These included: 

• Planting a small number of plants 

• Repairing tracks and digging drains 

• Internal painting 

• Minor repairs throughout the building 

• Discussions with our neighbour (John C) and the contract lawn mover person (Mike) over 
coming to a long term arrangement to get all our lawns mown by Mike using John’s new 
tractor. 

• Discussions with all five neighbours at a special landowners meeting to agree to proceed 
with upgrading the bridge and access road. This agreement is very positive and the owner 
of the land (John Sanders) has agreed to handle it.  There is now a willingness to proceed 
from all six parties. 

• Discussions with our neighbours over the vexed issue of their right of way over our property 
and how we deal with that.  A proposal will be sent to them shortly seeking their permission 
to have the right of way shifted to match our existing roadway.  

 

Richard Logan 
Valhalla Convener (Development) 
10 October 2005 

Valhalla working bee (8 and 9 October 2005) 

Interested in the future  
development of Valhalla 

If you are interested in spending 2 hours being 
part of the consultation process to determine 

the future direction of Valhalla,  
(i.e. our options for upgrading our buildings),  

then please contact  
either Richard Logan (ph. 480 9883)  
or Bjarne Elowsson (ph. 535 4226) 

and we will include you in one of the focus 
groups.   Don’t delay, call now. 

Valhalla 
From  
watercolours by Helen Krebs  
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Børnesiden 

 Did you 
get it 

right??? 
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Foreningsnyt
Birthdays and Anniversaries

for November
Hjertelig til lykke til:

Congratulations to the 27 members who have birthdays 
& the 9 couples who have an  anniversary

in November especially
Ann Dinesen 

som fylder 70 år d. 18.11.2005
Karen & Leslie Bury

som d. 15.11.2005 har været gift i 30 år
Jan & Kirsten Jensen

som d. 30.11.2005 har været gift i 20 år
Richard & Pam Logan

som d. 18.11.2005 har været gift i 10 år

The next magazine deadline is November 14
All contributions welcome – photos, letters, articles, 
jokes, poems or stories, in Danish or English. Please 
use Word documents when e-mailing contributions.

Note: ads for events must be in a calendar 
month before the event.  Pam Logan (Editor)

Thank You Letters
Re-Vegetation of Valhalla

A big thank you to the 160 odd people, (80 members and 
80 school children), who helped with the re-vegetation 
and tracks at Valhalla.  It was a huge task to embark 
on, but with the input of so many people Stage 1 and 
2 were completed within 2 years.  We had deadlines 
to meet because we were working with living plants as 
well as the seasons and you all came to the party and 
worked long and hard, sometimes in adverse weather 
conditions, to get the task completed.  Well done!!

I hope everyone who worked on the project visits Valhalla 
from time to time to enjoy the fruits of their labour.

I am now fi nished with the project but may see some of 
you up there some day.  In the meantime a big thanks for 
all your support and effort.  It was  greatly 
appreciated. 

Palle Olsen

Til den Danske Forening
Mange tak for den fl otte blomster decoration, jeg 
modtog da jeg kom hjem fra sygehuset.
Elva Rasmussen

book on dreams
Are you interested in dreams and their interpretation.  
A book,  “The Dimensions of Dreams: the nature, 
function and interpretation of dreams” by Ole Vedfelt, 
translated by Kenneth Tindall, is available in the 
Devonport Library.  A  book for everyone, not just 
psychotherapists and researchers, it is now in its 5th 
Danish edition. 

 

The Angel continued from page 7
 It became a splendid fl ower-garden to the sick boy, 
and his little treasure upon earth. He watered it, and 
cherished it, and took care it should have the benefi t 
of every sunbeam that found its way into the cellar, 
from the earliest morning ray to the evening sunset. 
The fl ower entwined itself even in his dreams- for him it 
bloomed, for him spread its perfume. And it gladdened 
his eyes, and to the fl ower he turned, even in death, 
when the Lord called him. He has been one year 
with God. During that time the fl ower has stood in the 
window, withered and forgotten, till at length cast out 
among the sweepings into the street, on the day of the 
lodgers’ removal. And this poor fl ower, withered and 
faded as it is, we have added to our nosegay, because 
it gave more real joy than the most beautiful fl ower in 
the garden of a queen.”

 “But how do you know all this?” asked the child 
whom the angel was carrying to heaven.

 “I know it,” said the angel, “because I myself 
was the poor sick boy who walked upon crutches, and I 
know my own fl ower well.”

 Then the child opened his eyes and looked into 
the glorious happy face of the angel, and at the same 
moment they found themselves in that heavenly home 
where all is happiness and joy. And God pressed the 
dead child to His heart, and wings were given him so 
that he could fl y with the angel, hand in hand. Then 
the Almighty pressed all the fl owers to His heart; but 
He kissed the withered fi eld-fl ower, and it received a 
voice. Then it joined in the song of the angels, who 
surrounded the throne, some near, and others in a 
distant circle, but all equally happy. They all joined in 
the chorus of praise, both great and small, the good, 
happy child, and the poor fi eld-fl ower, that once lay 
withered and cast away on a heap of rubbish in a 
narrow, dark street.

THE END
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Christmas 
Service

Tuesday, 20th December, 7.30pm 

Dansk
Julegudstjeneste

at the 
Lutheran Church

Corner of Harris Road 
and 

Ellerslie-Panmure Highway
Please bring a plate

Christmas 
Carols

Sunday, 18th December
7.30pm

Come enjoy Christmas with 
an evening of carols 

 
Singing Danish and English Carols

Dancing around the Christmas Tree
Kaffee Bord with 

Christmas “goodies”
 

Please bring a plate of Christmas goodies 
for the coffee table

 
Inquiries please contact Karen 524 6016

Children’s 
Christmas Party
Sunday, 4th December, 2 p.m. 

at the Danish House

We are dancing around the 
Christmas tree singing carols.  

Do you know “På loftet sidder nissen” and 
“Højt fra træets grønne top”?  
Come and join in the fun! 

Coffee and biscuits and 
gløgg for the adults

$5 per adult
(Children should already be booked in)

2006
Saturday, February 11 

BBQ
Thursday, February 23 
Danish Gymnasts

Sunday March 1, 
Open House
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THE DANISH SOCIETY (INC)
P. O. BOX 12 279 - PENROSE

6 Rockridge Ave., Penrose, Auckland
Phone 580 3103

www.danish.org.nz

Contact phone numbers
The Danish House  580 3103
Valhalla, Leigh  09 422 6194

Committee
PRESIDENT
Carsten Dansted  524 2047 

VICE-PRESIDENT
Karen Yates  524 6016

SECRETARY
Karen Yates  524 6016

TREASURER
Christine Rasmussen  835 3435

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Lena Burlon  528 1116
Niels Foged  846 9646
Anna-Margrethe Jørgensen 527 6633
Richard Logan  480 9883
John Stewart  480 8282
Ruth Ungemuth (Kristensen) 528 4401

EDITOR “NEWS MAGAZINE”
Pam Logan  480 9883
9 Puawai Place, Northcote, Auckland   
E-mail:  pam-richardlogan@attglobal.net 

PRODUCTION
John Stewart  480 8282 

MAILOUT
Ann & Henning Dinesen  570 4481 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Fanny Wright  575 8027

Other Addresses
ROYAL DANISH CONSULATE GENERAL
P.O. Box 619, Auckland 1
Fax   537 3067         Phone 537 3099
www.danishconsulatesnz.org.nz

THE TRADE COMMISSION OF DENMARK
Harbour View Building, 152 Quay St, 7th Floor
P.O. Box 2154, Auckland 1
Fax   307 5207         Phone   379 3119 
www.dtcauckland.um.dk

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH
1 Harris Rd (P O Box 85-014)  Mt Wellington
Phone   579 4490

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2005

Joining fee: $75 60 years of age & over: $45 per member
per family application or 22 to 59: $55 per member
$50 per single application 18 to 25 (student rate): $45 per member
plus annual subscription Family rate discount:  Less $10 per family
  Magazine subscription only: $45
  (no joining fee applies)

REGULAR EVENTS

QUICK CHECK CALENDAR

CARDPLAYERS
meet on the first and third Wednesday

of the month - 11am to 3pm

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
are held on the first Tuesday of each  

month at 7.30pm

DANISH HOUSE
An Open House is held on the first 
Sunday of each month from 2pm.

Danish House Working Bees
Call Anna-Margrethe if you want to help. 

FOLKDANCERS
meet at 7.30pm on the second and 

fourth Tuesday of every month.
 

DANISH MOTHERS’ GROUP
meets every 2nd Tuesday.  

Call Helle 521 2844 for venue.
 

VALHALLA
Working bees are held on the weekend of 

the second Saturday of the month.

December
Sun 4 Children’s Xmas party
Sat 10 Valhalla Working Bee
Sun 18 Christmas carols
Tues 20 Christmas service

January 2006
Have a great holiday!

February 2006
 No Open House 
 due to Waitangi Weekend
Sat 11 BBQ
Thurs 23 Danish gymnasts & BBQ

March 2006
Sun 1 Open House

Committee Contact Working Group Convenor Phone
Bar Bar Niels Foged 846 9646

Cultural Library & videos  Lena Burlon 528 1116
Karen Yates Club history Richard Logan 480 9883
 Danish lessons Connie Kristensen 483 8078    
 Folk dancing Finn Nielsen 625 5533

Danish House Hall hire, maintenance, working bees
Anna-Margrethe Jørgensen  527 6633 

Members Membership  Fanny Wright 575 8027
Carsten Dansted Welfare(Cards & Flowers) Vibeke Courtney 576 3150
 Marketing Lena Burlon 528 1116

Other Clubs Presidents/ contacts Carsten Dansted 524 2047

Socials Socials Carsten, Niels, Ruth, Lena
 Card Players Lise Jensen 625 8969
 Danish Mothers’ group Helle Scott 521 2844

Valhalla Bookings & Maintenance Marion Stewart 480 8282
Richard Logan Development Richard Logan 480 9883

Committee Contacts & Convenors for Working Groups

Danish House Hall Hire Rates
Members rates for hiring the hall for the whole day at 
the Danish House, Penrose.
Monday to Thursday inclusive: $200
Friday and Sunday:   $250
Saturday:   $350
Half a day is $50 less.

The bond is $100.00 per booking.  
The booking/holding fee of $50.00 is deducted from 

the total cost.
Call the Booking Officer:

Anna Margrethe, Phone 527 6633

BOOKINGS FOR VALHALLA 
RATES
Weekdays (off-peak) Adult  Child 
Member $10 $5
Guest $20 $10 
Whole Weekend 
Member $30 $15
Guest $50 $25
Weekdays (peak)    
Member $15 $7.50
Guest $25 $12.50
Long weekend (3 nights)  
Member $45 $22.50
Guest $75 $37.50
Whole house daily rate (for the off-peak season)
Flat rate $250

Peak season = Christmas Eve to the end of Anniversary 
weekend.  Children are 18 and under.  Babies are free.

Call the Booking Officer: Marion Stewart,
88c Coronation Road, Hillcrest

Phone 480 8282

Danish Classes
Thursdays

Beginner class 6 - 7.15pm
Intermediate class 7.30 - 9pm 
Private lessons are available 

on Saturday mornings.  
For more information call 

Connie Kristensen 
Phone 483 8078
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We had about 35 people attend 
the Cocktail Party to welcome the 
new Danish Ambassador H E Klavs 
Holm and his charming wife Dr. Tove 
Holm. We had relatively short notice 
and therefore used the phone tree.  
Those attending had a thoroughly 
good time and were impressed with 
the easy and friendly manner of 
the couple who managed to talk to 
everyone there.

The Trading Table held at the 
Open House in November was a 
great success. It is amazing how 
people front up when there is a 
bargain to be had. The biggest draw 
card is no doubt the Danish herrings 
and the cheese but I personally was 
very impressed with the wonderful 
talent some of our members have 
for producing a whole range of 
interesting and useful items.  

The over sixties party went well, 
we had 92 people attending. We 
started this function twenty years 
ago to honour the work put in by 
those over sixty. It does not take a 

mathematical genius to work out 
that these people today are all over 
eighty and the time may now be ripe 
to rename this julefrokost and make 
it open to all members and keep it 
low cost. If you can offer an opinion 
on this, please drop a line to our box 
number, your opinion matters. 

The final H C Andersen hygge 
aften was not only a hygge aften, 
it was also a time to take stock of 
our achievement over the year and 
there is no doubt that we have been 
very successful in spreading the 
awareness of H C Andersen’s works 
right across Auckland. The society 
is grateful to Karen Andersen Yates 
and all who assisted in making this 
project as successful as it was.

Last night I attended the Folk 
Dancers afdansningsbal (Final dance 
of the year). This was a really good 
night. Finn and Loraine and the team 
had gone to a lot of trouble making 
sure that everything went smoothly. 
The attendance was helped by a 
number of people from the Finnish 

Society and it was great to see them 
join in the proceedings.

We are now looking forward 
to the Children’s Christmas 
Party on Sunday the 4th of 
December,followed by the Xmas 
Carols on Sunday the 18th 
December. We have once again, 
with assistance from the Danish 
Consulate, arranged for the new 
Danish Pastor to come across from 
Sydney to conduct a true Danish 
Julegudstjeneste in the Lutheran 
Church on the 20th December when 
we will be able to introduce Pastor 
Jesper Engholm. We trust that you 
will support this as well as last year, 
when we had a full house.

I sincerely hope that you will be 
able to attend one or all of the above. 
If you are unable to attend, I take 
this opportunity to wish you and your 
family a very merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year.

Carsten Dansted 

Carsten’s Corner – President’s Report for November 2005

A Danish group of gymnasts will be visiting the 
Danish Society in February 2006.  Known as Danish 
Gymnaestrada Team 87, the group is made of 38 
gymnasts and 10 supporters will be traveling around 
New Zealand, commencing with the South Island, for 
approximately 12 days in February, performing and sight 
seeing.  The gymnasts are young at heart, agile in body 
with an age span of 30-50 years and  passionate about 
their sport. 

Their website provides extensive information about 

the team, their past travel and their sport: www.gys87.dk.
On Thursday 23rd February 2006, in the early 

evening the group will give a gymnastic display at Danish 
House, some folk dancing will also be involved and 
their will be opportunity for all to dance. The event will 
take the form of a Bar-B-Que so there will be plenty of 
opportunity to talk and mingle.

Please note it in your diary. There will be more 
information in the next Newsletter.

Welcome to New Members
Velkommen til nye medlemmer:

Michael Bond 
Andrew Edwards & Randi Beck Jensen & their 3 children Daniel, Thomas & William

Danish Gymnasts to Visit in February 2006
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Update on Future Development of Valhalla - Nov05
Feedback from the focus groups
Thank you to all those who volunteered to participate in one of our two-hour focus group sessions on the future development of 
Valhalla. Each group of up to nine people went through a simple facilitated process of brainstorming desired attributes/ values 
that need to be retained or enhanced; a prioritising process to put these into priority order; then considered the four basic 
options, working through the pros and cons of each option, and then matching the attributes against each option and doing an 
indicative vote on the favoured option.
The four basic options considered were:
• Status quo – Maintenance and where necessary upgrading of facilities within the existing building structure. Improvements 

are ad-hoc, as finance is available.
• Build by modules - Build new, in affordable instalments or modules connecting to the existing building, according to an 

agreed master plan.
• Build chalet(s) - Keep the existing building but build separate stand-alone chalet(s) (relatively self-contained units) at 

strategic viewpoints.
• Build new - Build on the best site, a completely new purpose built facility, all at once.
Listed below are the prioritised desired attributes of each focus group and their indicative voting:

Group 1
Affordable to members
Parking
Communal
Family room/ orientation
Ensuites
Kitchen
Water/ wastewater excellent
Self funding
Sun
Outside fireplace B-B-Q
Covered/ sheltered deck
Outside play area
Fireplace
Limited numbers
Low maintenance
One group of buildings

Indicative voting
Status quo  0
Build by modules  7
Build chalets  0
Build new  1
Total of group  8

Group 4
Kitchen (more user friendly for groups)
A bach kiwi style
A bunkroom (or 2) for 6 teens
A quiet reading place – some privacy
Comfortable furniture
Location/ situation/ size/ ambiance
Big deck
2 lounges (noisy and quiet)
Affordable to members/ non-members
Clean drinking water (not tainted)

Indicative voting
Status quo  0
Build by modules  4
Build chalets  1
Build new  0
Total of group  5

Group 2
Affordability
Low maintenance
A modern kitchen and dining area
Covered deck
Outside fire place (BBQ)
Well kept grass
Communal sitting/dining
Ensuites
Family friendly
Large parking area
Fireplace
Outside play area
Private sitting areas (inside/outside)

Indicative voting
Status quo  0
Build by modules  7
Build chalets  0
Build new  0
Total of group  7

Group 5
Communal/ hyggelig
Affordable
Decks/ shade
Games room/ activity room
Country kitchen
Ours – for members
Laid back/ informal
Bach feel
Fireplace
Under one roof
Children’s play facilities

Indicative voting
Status quo  5
Build by modules  2
Build chalets  0
Build new  0
Total of group  7

Group 3
Communal living (friends/ anyone)
Child friendly (not too flash)
Affordable for families/ members
Like it as it is
Activity room
Environmentally friendly
Outside play area
Stays unique

Indicative voting
Status quo  6
Build by modules  3
Build chalets  0
Build new  0
Total of group  9

Overall Indicative voting
Status quo 11 29%
Build by modules     23 62%
Build chalets 2 5%
Build new 1 2%
Total participants 37 100%
(Includes 1 participant in a I person group)
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Feedback from the Valhalla Focus Groups cont.

DANISH HOUSE, Penrose

Overall observations
• The process to date has highlighted that the majority of participants (34 out of 37) favour either the status quo (maintenance) 

approach or the build by modules approach according to a master plan. This means we have a consensus to move forward 
and plan the next steps.

• The main reasons against the chalet option were; not affordable to members, not communal, no upgrades to the house 
(ensuites, activity room and kitchen), not one group of buildings, and doesn’t retain the current character of Valhalla.

• The main reasons against the ‘build new’ option were; not affordable to members, and doesn’t retain the current character of 
Valhalla.

• All groups considered we need improved or additional facilities. For example, even the two focus groups which supported the 
status quo option (retain the existing structure intact) supported having an additional activity/ family room.

• Apart from strong support for an activity room/ family room, an upgraded kitchen and the option of ensuites were mentioned 
by different groups.

• All this feedback is extremely valuable for determining the committee’s future development of Valhalla. The next step is to 
consider what all this feedback means and then prepare a plan to tackle some of the key issues.

Richard Logan, Valhalla Convenor (Development), 13 November 2005

Firstly I wish to thank all the people who made crafts 
and cakes, planted plants and helped sell all the goodies 
at the annual Trading Table. It was a great effort and 
very much appreciated making it yet another successful 
year.

Working Bees at the House at Penrose have been 
somewhat low key this past year but to those that did 
come and help, thank you so much. We will need to 
have another ‘spring clean’ soon but between now and 
Christmas there are so many functions and parties that I 
feel we should wait until the rush is over.

Don’t forget that the House in Penrose is a wonderful 
venue for parties as well as lectures and Conferences, 
so please contact me if you have any requests or 
inquiries.

Have a great Christmas and all the best wishes to 
you all for 2006.

ANNA-MARGRETHE

At the over 
60s luncheon
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Goodbye to H C Andersen Celebrations 2005

H C Andersen Celebrations 2005 in ddf numbers

It has been a year of quiet 
celebration for HC Andersen, here 
in Auckland half a world away from 
Odense, where he was born. We 
say goodbye to the celebrations for 
another 50 years but we don’t say 
good bye to his fairy tales for they 
have now come to the forefront of 
our thinking and will stay with us for 
a long time.

The Danish Society accepted the 
opportunity to celebrate this most 
famous Dane, “Alle tiders Største 
Dansker” and that has been to our 
advantage, using many avenues to 
promote his stories and creativity 
though our programme at the 
Society. Those who attended any 
HCA activity have found something 
to enjoy and been reminded of fairy 
tales so well known in childhood or 
learnt new aspects of the man HC 
Andersen.

Any disappointment about 
not receiving financial support 
or recognition from the HCA 
Foundation in Odense has 
dissipated for me. We were after 
all never going to stage HCA ballet, 

theatre or song in a professional 
way. Instead, we allowed children 
and adults to experience the 
creativity for themselves. Like 
using the NZ number 8 wire, we 
have made an unobtrusive impact 
that will last. Those who saw Klos 
Hans at the HCA Children’s Party 
will never forget that story or the 
children who performed in “Happily 
ever after” show at Birkenhead 
Primary School, a play with songs 
about HCA and his stories especially 
written for all the children to be part 
of. “This is your life Hans Christian 
Andersen” was staged at Auckland 
Normal Intermediate School, are just 
examples of many exciting creative 
experiences schools have set up, 
fanned by the Danish Society’s book 
prizes, which will leave an impact for 
good in the children’s lives. 

At our cocktail party will we ever 
forget Hayley Westenra singing 
the song of the Little Mermaid at 
the HCA Concert on April 2nd, I 
Parken  or Tina Turner strutting 
on stage. She probably learnt a few 
things about HC Andersen, as did 
the HCA Foundation, as a result 

of her inclusion in the programme.  
(The Foundation overspent their 
budget.) There is always drama 
around HC Andersen. I am sure the 
author would have loved the fact that 
Tina Turner was on stage, his regret 
would be that he couldn’t talk to her 
face to face. 

The children’s HCA Fairy Tale 
party was a wonderful experience 
to organize and put on and by the 
buzz in the hall, the children’s happy 
and concentrating faces and the 
consumption of æbleskiver they 
enjoyed themselves too.

So many teachers and librarians 
are grateful to The Danish Society 
for stimulating the use of HC 
Andersen as a literary and creative 
tool for expression.  The offer of 
quality books, through the grants 
from Auckland City and the Mt 
Wellington Trust has been a great 
support in this effort.

The last thing to say is THANK 
YOU to all involved in so many ways 
to make this an interesting project. 
Together we did it . Thank you. 

Karen Andersen Yates

1  HCA ball attended by approx 80 people
2  Grants obtained for outreach to educational programmes from Auckland City & Mt Wellington Charitable Trust
10  DDF members at the original HCA Working Party first meeting in November 2004 
12  DDF members read HC Andersen fairy tales in public Libraries in April
17  Schools and educational programmes participated in the HC Andersen studies supported by The Danish  

 Society
100  50 children (approx) & 50 parents (approx) came to the HC Andersen Fairy Tale Party 31st July 2005
180  Attended the HCA cocktail party on the 14th April at the beginning of the celebrations
324  HCA Fairy Tale books obtained for educational programmes, for prizes
4000+ Children in Auckland schools who now know about HC Andersen and will have a favourite fairy tale.
4300 Dollars for books and stationary to support the HC Andersen studies in schools & educational 
  programmes.  (Obtained from the grants).
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schools and educational programmes 
celebrating hca supported by the danish society

Book Prizes from
Auckland City Grant ($2000)
went to :
Auckland Normal Intermediate
Christ the King Primary School – Sandringham
Kaitoke Primary School – Great Barrier Island
Okiwi Primary School - Great Barrier Island
Onehunga Primary School
Oranga Primary School
St Joseph’s Primary School – Grey Lynn
St Josephs’s Primary School – Otahuhu
Three Kings Primary School
Danish Society Cultural Programme for children

Book Prizes from
The Mt Wellington Charitable Trust ($2000)
went to:
Acorn Academy
Auckland Normal Intermediate
Birkenhead Primary School
Forrest Hill Primary School
Sutton Park Primary School
Takapuna Primary School
Tirimoana Primary School
Weymouth Primary School

At the H C Andersen hygge aften

Thank you to all 
involved in any way
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Foreningsnyt
Birthdays and Anniversaries
for December and January

Hjertelig til lykke til:
Congratulations to the 48 members who have birthdays 

and the 18 couples who have an  anniversary in 
December & January especially

Frances Gouge
som fylder 55 år d. 4.12.2005

Tage Soerensen
som fylder 85 år d. 15.12.2005

Kirsten Frost
som fylder 65 år d. 21.12.2005

Sally Kjaer
som fylder 50 år d. 21.12.2005

Russell Jacobsen
som fylder 60 år d. 25.12.2005

 Anna & Alfred Persse 
som d. 8.12.2005 har været gift i 15 år

Kamma Frandsen
som fylder 70 år d. 10.1.2006

Neville Courtney
som fylder 75 år d. 14.1.2006
Russell & Charly Jacobsen 

som d. 5.1.2006 har været gift i 15 år

The next magazine deadline is January 17, 2006
All contributions welcome – photos, letters, articles, 
jokes, poems or stories, in Danish or English. Please 
use Word documents when e-mailing contributions.

Note: ads for events must be in a calendar 
month before the event.  Pam Logan (Editor)

Thank You Letters
To the Danish Society
Many thanks for the beautiful flowers you 
sent to me on my 70th birthday. The thought was very 
much appreciated and they have given me much pleasure. 
They formed a beautiful centre piece on our table.
Best wishes 
Elaine O’Hare

To the Danish Society
Thank you for the flowers, they brightened my day on my 
return from hospital.
Jill Dansted

To the Danish Society
On behalf of Mum, I would like to thank the DDF for the 
beautiful flowers and thoughtful card she received from 
the Club.  As I write this she is in Middlemore Hospital 
again, this time recovering from a fall and subsequent 
hip operation.  She is very determined and consequently 
recovering amazingly well and we hope to have her 
home again within a week or so.
Many thanks
Anna-Margrethe on behalf of Nulle Jensen

AFS (NZ) is an organisation which arranges 
placements for senior high school students in New 
Zealand. The students are hosted by a family and 
attend the local high school where they get to know the 
students and become involved in the local community 
as well as keeping contact with other AFS students and 
network in the city. 

Sorlannguaq Lynge will be 17 when she arrives from 
her home in Greenland, Denmark.  Her English is good.  
She loves music and plays the cornet and the drums in 
her school tambour corps.  She has no restrictions on 
her diet and doesn’t mind pets.  Sorla (as her friends 
call her) is well traveled around Europe and her other 
interests are writing, drawing and painting.  She lives with 
her parents and younger brother.  She has a quiet but 
friendly personality and kind  disposition.  In the future 
she wishes to become a journalist, which she already 
has some experience in. Sorla will be in New Zealand for 
one year.

AFS(NZ) host parents do not receive payment from 
the student. There is a Support Coordinator that provides 
guidance, counsel and support on a regular basis.  

If you can see a way to  host  Sorlannaguaq, please 
contact:

Anne Hilliard, Ph: 307 0012, 
or write to 14 Cathedral Place, Parnell

AFS exchange student 
from Greenland seeking 

host family for 3-6 months


