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Carols 
& Candles
For a hyggelig aften
come and join the
Xmas Carol singing
at the Danish House

Sunday 19th December
    8pm Sharp

Bring a voice, 
a candle and a plate 

Coffee providedPicnic at Valhalla
Sunday February 20th

Come early, bring your togs 
and a picnic lunch.

We’ll be eating under the 
300 year old pohutukawa trees on 

the ocean side.
Tug-of-war and other fun games 

for all ages

BBQ
At the Danish House

Sunday,
 February 6th, 

5.30pm
Bring your own meat

Salads provided

Danish Xmas Service
For a Real

Dansk Julegudstjeneste
conducted by

Pastor Torben Ebbesen
Come to the  

Mountain View 
Lutheran Church

Cnr Harris Road and 
Ellerslie - Panmure Highway,

Mount Wellington

Monday 20th December
8 pm Sharp

Coffee provided 
Please bring a plate

12th Scandinavian 
Gathering 

In New Plymouth
From the 4th - 6th March 2005

To register: write to Gathering 2005, 
P O Box 926 New Plymouth or email to: 

gather2005@paradise.net.nz 
or phone Jim Logan 06 751 0316 
or Mary O’Donnell 06 753 5291
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THE DANISH SOCIETY (INC)
P. O. BOX 12 279 - PENROSE

6 Rockridge Ave., Penrose, Auckland
Phone 580 3103

www.danish.org.nz

Contact phone numbers
The Danish House  580 3103
Valhalla, Leigh  09 422 6194

Committee
PRESIDENT
Carsten Dansted  524 2047 

VICE-PRESIDENT
Richard Logan  480 9883 
          
SECRETARY
Karen Yates   524 6016

TREASURER
Christine Rasmussen  09 233 6244
    
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Bjarne Elowsson  535 4226
Niels Foged   846 9646
Ruth Kristensen  627 9797
Anna-Margrethe Jørgensen 527 6633
John Stewart  480 8282

EDITOR “NEWS MAGAZINE”
Pam Logan  480 9883
9 Puawai Place, Northcote, Auckland   
E-mail:  pam-richardlogan@attglobal.net 

PRODUCTION
John Stewart  480 8282

MAILOUT
Ann & Henning Dinesen  570 4481 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Fanny Wright  575 8027

Other Addresses
ROYAL DANISH CONSULATE GENERAL
P.O. Box 619, Auckland 1
Fax 537 3067 Phone 537 3099
THE TRADE COMMISSION OF DENMARK
Harbour View Building, 152 Quay St, 7th Floor
P.O. Box 2154, Auckland 1
Fax 307 5207 Phone  379 3119 
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH
1 Harris Rd (P O Box 85-014)  Mt Wellington
Phone   579 4490

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2004

Joining fee: $75 60 years of age & over: $45 per member
per family application or 22 to 59: $55 per member
$50 per single application 18 to 25 (student rate): $45 per member
plus annual subscription Family rate discount:  Less $10 per family
  Magazine subscription only: $45
  (no joining fee applies)

REGULAR EVENTS

QUICK CHECK CALENDAR

CARDPLAYERS
meet on the first and third Wednesday

of the month — 11am to 3pm

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
are held on the first Tuesday of each  

month at 7.30pm

DANISH HOUSE
An Open House is held on the fi rst 
Sunday of each month from 2pm.

Working bees are being held on the last 
Monday of the month starting at 10am.

FOLKDANCERS
meet at 7.30pm on the second and 

fourth Tuesday of every month. 
 

DANISH 
MOTHERS’ GROUP
meets every 2nd Tuesday.  

Call Helle on 521 2844 for venue. 

VALHALLA
Working bees are held on the weekend 
of the second Saturday of the month.

December
Sun 5 Children’s Xmas party
Sat 11 Valhalla Working Bee
Sun 19 Carol Singing
Mon 20 Danish Christmas Service

February 2005
Sun 6 BBQ
Sun 20 Picnic at Valhalla

March
4 - 6 12th Scandinavian Gathering
Sun 6 Open House
Sat 12 Valhalla Working Bee
Sat 19  Party

April
Sun 3  Open House
Sat 9 Valhalla Working Bee
Sat 16 Lunch Party - AGM

Committee Contact Working Group Convenor Phone
Bar Bar Niels Foged 846 9646
  
Cultural Library & videos; Club history; Richard Logan 480 9883
Karen Yates Danish lessons Connie Kristensen 478 5175
 Folkdancing Finn Nielsen 625 5533
 
Danish House Hall hire; maintenance; working bees
Anna-Margrethe Jørgensen  527 6633 

Members Membership  Fanny Wright 575 8027
 Welfare Vibeke Courtney 576 3150
   
Other Clubs Presidents/ contacts Carsten Dansted 524 2047
 
Socials Socials Carsten, Niels, Ruth 
 Card Players Lise Jensen 625 8969
 Danish Mother’s group Helle Scott 521 2844

Valhalla Working bees Bjarne Elowsson 535 4226

Committee Contacts & Convenors for Working Groups

Danish House Hall Hire Rates
Members rates for hiring the hall for the whole day at the Danish House, Penrose.
Monday to Thursday inclusive: $200
Friday and Sunday:  $250
Saturday:   $350
Half a day is $50 less.

The bond is $100.00 per booking.  
The booking/holding fee of $50.00 is deducted from the total cost.

Call the Booking Officer, Anna-Margrethe Jørgensen, 
49 Riverlea Ave, Pakuranga.   Phone 527 6633

BOOKINGS FOR VALHALLA 
RATES
Weekdays (off-peak) Adult  Child 
Member $10 $5
Guest $20 $10 
Whole Weekend 
Member $30 $15
Guest $50 $25
Weekdays (peak)    
Member $15 $7.50
Guest $25 $12.50
Long weekend (3 nights)  
Member $45 $22.50
Guest $75 $37.50
Whole house daily rate (for the off-peak season)
Flat rate $250

Peak season = Christmas Eve to the end of Anniversary 
weekend.  Children are fi ve to 18.  Under fi ves are free.

Call the Booking Offi cer: Marion Stewart,
88c Coronation Rd, Hillcrest

Phone 480 8282
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It was really pleasing to see how 
well the younger catering corps 
coped with the over 60s party 
preparations. A few challenges 
were experienced, but these were 
overcome and full credit goes to 
Ruth and her helpers for making 
this luncheon successful. We have 
received many compliments from 
the members attending.

For the fi rst time this year we 
made a small charge and I am told 
that some members actually felt 
good about contributing to the cost. 
I think that this is much fairer for all 
concerned considering the ratio of 
our membership.

Our trading tables did very well 
this year raising nearly a thousand 
dollars. We are grateful to the 
ladies that contributed to this by 
staying home knitting, sewing or 
baking to the benefi t of the club and 
I am determined that this should 
not be spent on free lunches.

I think that we have had a very 
good program this year and as 
always Xmas has been creeping 

up on us and incredibly it is nearly 
upon us.

We are very pleased to 
announce that Pastor Torben 
Ebbesen from the Danish Church 
in Sydney has agreed to come an 
conduct a Danish Xmas Service 
in the Lutheran Church on the 
corner of Harris and Mt Wellington 
Highway on Monday the 20th 
December. We are very fortunate 
that Torben has agreed to come 
over for this one-off occasion.  
He has a very busy schedule 
and is doing a Xmas Service in 
Melbourne on the Sunday, ours on 
the Monday and then he is off 
to Perth to do one there on 
Tuesday night.  

As some off our members 
were not in favour of combining 
the Service with our Carol Singing 
evening it was decided to have 
both.  We will therefore have our 
usual Carol singing night on the 
Sunday in Danish House, but as 
we are really seriously celebrating 
Xmas this year I that ask that you 
do not consider these as either or 

but as both.  So please come along 
to enjoy the Danish Xmas Service.  
I know that the people that met 
Torben when he was last here will 
be there but please EVERYBODY 
show your support by coming along 
on the Monday night.

Now for the good news.  We 
have arranged for our members 
to purchase supplies of Snaps, 
Gammel Dansk and Cherry 
Heering at trade prices, which 
are I am sure you will agree very 
reasonable. The only stipulation 
is that you buy in case lots so you 
may need to share with a friend.  
All you have to do is ring up place 
your order, pay by cheque , Visa 
or Mastercard and your order will 
be delivered. Refer to separate 
details in ad.

I shall not be at the childrens’ 
party this year but I look forward to 
seeing you at the Xmas Functions.

I wish you a Merry Xmas and a 
Happy New Year.

Carsten 

Carsten’s Corner – President’s Report for November 2004

Folmer & Else Laustsen enjoying the Over 60s

Prices for Snaps
Aalborg Taffel       12x700 45%

$298.61 + GST
Aalborg Jubileum  12x700 42%

$318.00 + GST
Gammel Dansk     12x700 38%

$306.00 + GST
Cherry Heering      12x700 25%

$263.00 + GST

Vintage Wines & Spirits
Level 3 V.T.R. House 

24 Manukau Road, Newmarket
Phone 529 5228
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DANISH HOUSE – HALL HIRE – MAINTENANCE – WORKING BEES

Once again our Working Bee 
volunteers were not huge in numbers 
but absolutely massive in work 
output.  We managed to do all the 
planned jobs on the list for this 
month, except spraying the paved 
areas.  Hopefully I will be able to 
delegate that job to be done during 
the next dry period, so it can look 
great for any outdoor functions we 
might have during summer!  Thank 
you to the volunteers for your loyal 
support and hard work this year.

The bookings for the House are 
steady leading up to Christmas but 
there are still some days, especially 
week days, which are also cheaper, 
available.  You may suddenly decide 
to have a pre- Christmas party and 

fi nd the guest list longer than you 
have room for at home, so why 
not use the Danish House?  The 
Christmas decorations are all there 
waiting to enjoy your party too!  Ring 
me and we can hopefully fi nd a 
date available for you!  Bookings for 
2005 are starting to come in.  We 
also have some long-term bookings 
in place, but there is still room for 
many more functions.   The earlier 
you book the more choice of dates 
there is.

December 10, 2004 sees the No 
Smoking Law enforced.  Although 
we have had that rule in place all 
along and ashtrays outside for those 
that wish to smoke, we will now 
have to display more no smoking 

signs.  We will also need to ensure 
that there is someone delegated 
for every event held at the Danish 
House, to enforce the rule should 
anyone try to smoke inside.  I will 
be including a clause in the contract 
given to every person who hires 
our premises to read and sign.  
The person signing the contract 
will therefore be responsible for 
enforcing the no smoking rule as well 
as the care of the premises during 
their contracted time.  

HAVE A VERY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY, 
HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS 
2005.

ANNA-MARGRETHE

Workers at the Over 60s:
Guinny Sørensen, 
Pam Logan, 
Ruth Kristensen & 
Anna-Margrethe 
Jørgensen

MORE PHOTOS FROM THE OVER 60S PARTY

Amazing decorations by Inger Larsen
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Valhalla Notes - November Report

Yet another low-key working bee 
with 12 members attending, doing 
lots of housekeeping, attending to 
bait stations, spraying weeds, garden 
tidying and the lower side sundeck 
lifted to make access easier to the 
lounge though the sliding door.

During the past two years 
more than 80 different members 
have participated in working bees 
at Valhalla.  It is not a few select 
persons that go every month. 
Don’t you believe it.  All interested 
members are welcome.  If you want 
to participate just give us a bell. 

Every member should have a 
chance to enjoy a Valhalla working 
bee experience.  So come and join 
the merry team, plan forward into 
next year, give us a ring and book 
your place on a working bee. 

On the issue of improvements to 
Valhalla mentioned in last month’s 
magazine, we have received one very 
extensive and positive response from 

a dedicated member, who spends 
a considerable time at the property. 
Thank you so much for your effort.

It was really the intention to start 
a dialogue on the subject.  So get 
your thinking cap on and let’s get all 
the information to make Valhalla the 
perfect holiday place for as many 
members as possible.

If someone never goes to 
Valhalla, please let us know why.  
Any shortcomings at Valhalla could 
then possibly be addressed and that 
may change your mind about using 
our extraordinary 18 acres of park 
situated by the blue Pacifi c Ocean.

It may be the kitchen, or lack of 
private amenities, playrooms etc. that 
stop you from going there.  So please 
let us know what your needs are with 
regard to using Valhalla. 

Marion (our excellent booking 
lady) tells me that the bookings 
are going well.  All weekends are 
booked until the end of April 2005.  

All long weekends are booked until 
Labour weekend 2005.  It seems that 
Valhalla is already booked for 50% 
of the weekends over the next 11 
months.. 

Hard to imagine that barely three 
years ago it was suggested at the 
AGM that we look into the possibility 
of selling the place. (What on earth 
would we replace it with?)

I hope all of you that have booked 
at Valhalla over the holiday period 
will enjoy the place and have a 
good time.  By the way, it has been 
promised that the road will be fi xed 
up the fi rst week in December.

“ Man har kun ret til så megen 
glæde og lykke, som man selv giver 
andre” 

En rigtig God Jul og Godt Nytår til 
jer alle.

Vi ses ved Valhalla.   

bjarne

Left: Helle Hansen relaxing next to the newly raised deck.

Above: Neville Courtney & Richard Logan moving the old 
sign to a more visible resting place.
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Kært barn har mange navne. Redaktionen af “Nyt fra 
Danmark” foretraekker det sidste, som vi konsekvent 
søger at bringe i anvendelse. Af fl ere grunde:

Udenlandsdansker - har nærmest en nedsættende klang, 
der smager af landsforvisning eller det der er værre, 
jævnfør historieskrivningens engelske Kong ‘Johan Uden 
Land’ - altså ikke en ærefuld betegnelse. 

Udlandsdansker - er efter vor opfattelse en bedaget 
sproglig afart af det første og ældste ord for at en dansker i 
kortere eller længere tid, eller måske permanent, opholder 
sig udenfor det gamle lands grænser. 

Udedansker - er det mest mundrette og dækkende udtryk 

for udlændingehed, uanset opholdets varighed. Det er 
desuden i samklang med oprindelige danske talemåder 
om at modtage “fremmede” (:gæster”) og selv at “være 
ude” (:ude at rejse). Udedansker har da også fundet vej til 
blandt andet Folketingets forhandlinger, senest benyttet i 
2004 af den radikale Elisabeth Arnold under behandlingen 
af lovforslaget om udvidet stemmeret for danskere i 
udlandet.

Sprogudviklingen vil formentlig pege mere og mere i 
retning af, at de to ældste betegnelser, udenlandsdansker 
og udlandsdansker, afl øses af - udedansker.

www.nytfradanmark.dk/udedansker.asp

Udenlandsdansker - Danes living abroad – what are you called now?

LETTER FROM “DENMARK”
Some of the family holidaying in Perth sent me a letter with a brochure from 
“Denmark”. - Here is part of it:
Denmark Western Australia was established on the Denmark River by Europeans 
in 1895. Mokarere, an Aboriginal renowned as being a man of peace, led Lt 
Thomas Braidwood Wilson RN throughout the district, and it was Wilson who 
named the river in 1829 in honour of a colleague, Dr Alexandra Denmark RN.
Tourism and Wine growing are currently Denmark’s new growth industries.
The Shire of Denmark’s population is approximately 5000 with an annual growth 
rate of 4%.             Aage Larsen

The Faerd Band and 
Enthusiastic Dancers at 
the October Concert
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Only one passport for Danes but perhaps two in the future

There is a new political debate in Denmark forced on 
to the agenda by migration.  The movement of Danes 
living abroad with continuing strong links to their country 
of birth and the new immigrants who claim their rights in 
Denmark have come into a seemingly strange alliance.  
Both groups can only hold one passport and there is call 
for change.

Allan Aistrup editor of the magazine Nyt fra Danmark 
,no3 2004, writes of this situation earlier this year.  The 
government has been repeatedly asked by Danes living 
outside of Denmark to be able to retain their Danish 
passport, while integrating fully into their adopted country.  
These Danes become established in their new country, 
assist to promote Denmark and things Danish and 
perhaps become better Danes at heart than those in their 
homeland but need to give up Danish citizenship, if they 
become citizens of the new country.  Many of us here in 
NZ know of that situation intimately and may ask the same 
question.

Those who migrate to Denmark and settle experience 
similar conditions.  A new spokesperson for this group 
in Denmark at the present time is Pakistani born Kamal 
Qureshi, who came to Denmark as a child along with 
his parents.  Politically active as a young student, he 
graduated as a doctor and is presently a socialist member 
of parliament, Folketing.  Kamal Qureshi is campaigning 
to be able to retain citizenship of the country of his birth  
while retaining his Danish rights, the only place he knows 
as home.  It is a most curious situation. 

When Danes living outside of Denmark have made 
representation to Government for the case of double 
citizenship, most have been met with a shoulder shrug 
and the standard reply, “No!. That’s what the law states.”   
Many of us here have heard those words too.

But now there is more openness for the debate and 
the unlikely Qureshi is among those promoting this desired 
change even if his personal interest is the direct opposite 
to Danes like us living in New Zealand.

Allan Aistrup points out that while it is Danish born, 
living outside of Denmark that this law effects mostly, 
there are current situations of double citizenship.  Children 
of Turkish immigrants can hold both Danish and Turkish 
passports, as long as one of their parents retains a Turkish 
passport.  This also applies to those immigrants from 
Morocco, Portugal and Greece.

It was an EU convention in 1963, Allan points out, that 
regulated against double citizenship but a new convention 
was introduced on the 6th November 1997, releasing 
European countries from the former regulation.  Now a 
string of counties are allowing double citizenship including, 
Finland, Sweden, Iceland and many others.

So why not Denmark?  asks Allan and many of us 
along with him.  It is hard to understand.  With some 
tongue in cheek, he asks if cost could be the reason 
or perhaps the fear of an infl ux of returning Danes as 
“refugees”!   

 The political response has up to now been “ sådan 
har det altid været”  it has always been like that and “det 
skal der ikke laves om på”  there will be no change, with 
underlying tones of how can anyone be a real Dane, if 
they want more than their Danish passport.

Allan Aistrup concludes his article by emphasizing 
a need for political will from the ruling party, to take up 
this issue of allowing double citizenship for those Danes  
permanently outside of Denmark  and challenges the 
government to take action.

The case for double passports is now open for political 
debate. The issue is where will it take us?   We will watch 
and wait. 

Submitted by Karen Andersen Yates

Xmas goodies on sale at the last 
Open House

The debate of the emigrants and the immigrants
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Foreningsnyt
Birthdays and Anniversaries
for December and January

Hjertelig til lykke til:
Congratulations to the 48 members who have birthdays 

& the 17 couples who have anniversaries 
in December & January especially

Paul Fearon
som fylder 50 år d. 28.12.2004

Elaine Pedersen
som fylder 80 år d. 23.01.2005

Forrest Scott
som fylder 85 år d. 28.01.2005

Todd & Helle Scott
som d. 20.01.2005 har været gift i 15 år

The next magazine deadline is January 17
All contributions welcome – photos, letters, articles, 
jokes, poems or stories in Danish or English. Please 
use Word documents when e-mailing contributions.

Note: ads for events must be in a calendar 
month before the event. Pam Logan (Editor)

Danish Classes
Intermediate class 7.30 - 9pm Wednesdays

Beginner class 9 - 10pm Wednesdays
Private lessons are available on Saturday mornings.
For more information call Connie Kristensen 

Phone 478 5175
(Connie also does massage therapy)

Wanted to Rent
Visiting Danish academic seeking house for 

3 months January - February - March 2005 

Household:  2 adults & 2 children  (10 & 12 ) 
Please phone Helge Kristiansen 

09 411 8326

To The Danish Society Inc.
Tusind Tak for de meget smukke 
blomster som jeg modtog på min 70 års 
fødselsdag.  Det var en stor overraskelse.  Venlig hilsen
Terry Trenkner

To the Danish Society
My 75th birthday dawned on a wet and windy 
Wellington:  dark sea, dark sky… Then your beautiful 
fl owers arrived and this house and this birthday girl 
absolutely glowed!  Tusind tak for making such a 
wonderful birthday for me.
Yvonne du Fresne

Til den Danske Forening
Rigtig mange tak for de skønne blomster som jeg 
modtog på min 75 års fødselsdag.  Venlig hilsen 
Inga Petersen

Den Danske Forening
Mange tak for de smukke blomster jeg modtog til min 
75års fødselsdag.  Igen tak,
Viggo Andersen

To the Danish Society,
Your  gesture of sending fl owers on the occasion of my 
birthday is much appreciated.  Many thanks, 
Jack Yates

Letters Passed Away
Dianne Rasmussen, a dear friend and supportive 
member of the Danish Society passed away very 
suddenly on the 1st of November.  We’ll miss her 
elegance, style and friendliness.  
Aere vaere hendes minde.

Desperately Seeking . . .
Dancers, Dancers and more Dancers

The Folk Dancing group is desperately 
seeking at least two women and two men 

and more, to join them in their dancing 
programme. We not only dance traditional 
Danish folk dances, but also Lancier, both 

very popular in Denmark at the present time.
 Does this interest you and might you be one 

of those being sought? Well read on.
 To qualify you need to be able to be willing to:

 1. Have fun and enjoy other people.
 2. Learn a few steps and eventually 

differentiate right from left (some of us are still 
learning at this stage).

 3. Give at least two hours or more two 
Tuesday nights in the month.

 If you fi t those criteria and would 
like to join the folk dancers, 

give Finn Nielsen a ring today. 
Phone 625 5533


