
Den Danske Forening
The Danish Society (Inc.), Auckland, New Zealand

NEWS MAGAZINE
ISSN 0113-4965  •  July 2004

Come to the Open House 
Sunday, July 4th from 2pm
Coffee & Cake $2.50
Enjoy our cosy lounge & chat with friends – join in the card games
Drink and biscuits for the children – FREE.  Everyone welcome.

Coming up in August

Winter Warm-up 
Saturday August 14th 

6pm-10pm
International Folkdance Spectacular

Join in the dancing 
Food and drink available

The Royal Danish Consulate General and the Danish 
Society Inc. in Auckland presents:

THEATER FESTFORESTILLING

THEATER GALA PERFORMANCE
In commemoration of the 

100th year of Ingeborg Stuckenberg’s passing!  
She was a Danish literary muse No. 1!

Performed by Danish Actors: 
Ingeborg Bak and Bo Clausen, Theatret-Marquez

Director: Else Marie Laukvik, Odin Teatret 

Saturday, August 7th, 2004 at 7p.m.
Followed by a light supper.

At The Danish House, 6 Rockridge Ave.
Penrose, Auckland

Tickets from Poul Hansen (phone 846 9600)
no later than 

Friday the 23rd of July 2004 

$30 including a glass of sparkling wine, 
Theater Gala Performance and light supper. 

Cash bar in operation!

Snaps & 
Smørrebrød Party
Saturday August 21st at 7pm 

At the Danish House
Members $25 Guests $35

Call Niels Foged on 846 9646
to book by August 16 

(Please leave a message)

COMMEMORATION CEREMONY 
for Ingeborg Stuckenberg’s passing 100 years ago

Thursday the 12th of August 2004 at 11 a.m.
At Waikaraka Park Cemetery, Te Papapa 

(Enter through the Alfred St gate)
In case of heavy rain we will meet at

The Danish House, 
6 Rockridge Ave., Penrose, Auckland.

Pastor Torben Ebbesen from the Danish Church in 
Sydney will conduct the service.
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THE DANISH SOCIETY (INC)
P. O. BOX 12 279 - PENROSE

6 Rockridge Ave., Penrose, Auckland
Phone 580 3103

www.danish.org.nz

Contact phone numbers
The Danish House  580 3103
Valhalla, Leigh  09 422 6194

Committee
PRESIDENT
Carsten Dansted  524 2047 

VICE-PRESIDENT
Richard Logan  480 9883 
          
SECRETARY
Karen Yates  524 6016

TREASURER
Christine Rasmussen  09 233 6244
    
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Bjarne Elowsson  535 4226
Niels Foged  846 9646
Ruth Kristensen  627 9797
Anna-Margrethe Jørgensen 527 6633
John Stewart  444 7022

EDITOR “NEWS MAGAZINE”
Pam Logan  480 9883
9 Puawai Place, Northcote, Auckland   
E-mail:  pam-richardlogan@attglobal.net 

PRODUCTION
John Stewart  444 7022

MAILOUT
Ann & Henning Dinesen  570 4481 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Fanny Wright  575 8027

Other Addresses
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH
1 Harris Rd (P O Box 85-014)  Mt Wellington
Phone   579 4490
ROYAL DANISH CONSULATE GENERAL
P.O. Box 619, Auckland 1
Fax 537 3067 Phone 537 3099
THE TRADE COMMISSION OF DENMARK
Harbour View Building, 152 Quay St, 7th Floor
P.O. Box 2154, Auckland 1
Fax 307 5207 Phone  379 3119 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2004

Joining fee: $75 60 years of age & over: $45 per member
per family application or 22 to 59: $55 per member
$50 per single application 18 to 25 (student rate): $45 per member
plus annual subscription Family rate discount:  Less $10 per family
  Magazine subscription only: $45
  (no joining fee applies)

REGULAR EVENTS

QUICK CHECK CALENDAR

CARDPLAYERS
meet on the first and third Wednesday

of the month - 11am to 3pm

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
are held on the first Tuesday of each  

month at 7.30pm

DANISH HOUSE
Working bees are held on the weekend of 

the fourth Saturday of the month 
(check with Anna-Margrethe 
to see if one is being held)

FOLKDANCERS
meet at 7.30pm on the second and 

fourth Tuesday of every  month. 
 

DANISH MOTHERS’ GROUP
meets every 2nd Tuesday.  

Call 521 2844 for venue.  During the 
school holidays the group will meet at 

the Danish House at 10am
VALHALLA

Working bees are held on the weekend 
of the second Saturday of the month 

July
Sun 4 Open House
Sat 10 & 11 Valhalla Working Bee
Sun 25 Valhalla Planting Day
Sun 20 Danish House 
 Working Bee

August
Sun 1 Open House
Sat 7 Ingeborg Stuckenborg 
 play
Wed 11 Danish service
Thurs 12 Commemorative service
Sat 14 Winter Warm-Up
Sat 21 Snaps & Smørrebrød party

Committee Contact Working Group Convenor Phone
Bar Bar Niels Foged 846 9646
  
Cultural Library & videos; Club history; Richard Logan 480 9883
Karen Yates Danish lessons Connie Kristensen 478 5175
 Folkdancing Finn Nielsen 625 5533
 
Danish House Hall hire; maintenance; working bees
Anna-Margrethe Jørgensen Anna-Margrethe J. 527 6633 

Members Membership  Fanny Wright 575 8027
 Welfare Vibeke Courtney 534 4150
   
Other Clubs Presidents/ contacts Carsten Dansted 524 2047
 
Socials Socials Carsten, Niels, Ruth 
 Card Players Lise Jensen 625 8969
 Mother’s group Helle Scott 521 2844

Valhalla Working bees Bjarne Elowsson 535 4226

Committee Contacts & Convenors for Working Groups

Danish House Hall Hire Rates
Members rates for hiring the hall for the whole day at the Danish House, Penrose.
Monday to Thursday inclusive: $200
Friday and Sunday:   $250
Saturday:   $350
Half a day is $50 less.

The bond is $100.00 per booking.  
The booking/holding fee of $50.00 is deducted from the total cost.

Call the Booking Officer, Anna-Margrethe Jørgensen, 
49 Riverslea Ave, Pakuranga 

Phone 527 6633

BOOKINGS FOR VALHALLA 
RATES
Weekdays (off-peak) Adult  Child 
Member $10 $5
Guest $20 $10 
Whole Weekend 
Member $30 $15
Guest $50 $25
Weekdays (peak)    
Member $15 $7.50
Guest $25 $12.50
Long weekend (3 nights)  
Member $45 $22.50
Guest $75 $37.50
Whole house daily rate (for the off-peak season)
Flat rate $250

Peak season = Christmas Eve to the end of Anniversary 
weekend.  Children are 18 and under.  Babies are free.

Call the Booking Officer: Marion Stewart,
15 Treeview Ave, Glenfield

Phone 444 7022
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How lucky we are to have a 
place of our own.  Last month’s 
screening of the Royal Wedding 
proved how successfully we can 
turn Danish House into a Cinema/
Restaurant.

Building on this success, 
this coming August we are 
turning Danish House into a 
Live Theatre/ Restaurant. The 
playwright Else Marie Laukvik 
has written a play based on the 
life and travel to New Zealand 
of Ingeborg Stuckengborg 100 
years ago.  The actress Ingeborg 
Bak has already performed a play 
based on Ingeborg Stuckenborg 
in several European centers. 
Taking this play to New Zealand 
has been a long time dream 
of Ingeborg Bak who will be 
accompanied by her musician 
husband Bo Clausen and the 
Director of the play Else Marie 
Laukvik. It is now nearly two years 
since Ingeborg Bak contacted us 
and it has taken a considerable 
amount of correspondence and 
lobbying turning this tour (her 
dream) into reality. 

We are most grateful to 
Niels Jaegersborg without 
whose generosity and driving 
force this performance in New 

Zealand would not have been 
possible. After performances in 
Sydney, Dunedin ,Christchurch 
and Wellington the play will be 
performed at our Danish House 
on the 7th August.  We are really 
excited about being able to offer 
our members this opportunity to 
see this live performance in our 
very own Danish House.

Because this is a one-off 
performance, quite a number 
of tickets have already been 
reserved  by a group interested 
in theatre and culture.  We fully 
expect this gala performance to 
be a sell out. I urge our members 
to book their tickets without delay.

 Another first for Danish House 
is that on the 11th August Pastor 
Torben Ebbesen from the Danish 
Church in Sydney has agreed to 
conduct a service in our hall and 
you will have to agree that our 
venue is most suitable. I am sure 
that many of our members will 
welcome the opportunity to come 
along to listen to a Danish service 
and sing some hopefully not 
forgotten Danish hymns.

The following morning, 
August 12th,  Pastor Ebbesen 
will conduct a Commemoration 
Service at Ingeborg Stuckenborg’s 

grave at Waikaraka Cemetery.  
It is hoped that Ingeborg Bak 
will read a poem by Ingeborg 
Stuckenborg.

To further show the versatility 
of Danish House and what we 
have in store for our members, on 
the 4th October we are hosting 
a team of Elite gymnasts from 
Ollerup in Denmark. These 
gymnasts are well known to many 
of our members for their very high 
standard. Their plane arrives at 
0015 so it will probably be 3am by 
the time they bed down in Danish 
House where they will spend 
what is left of Monday morning in 
sleeping bags. I have volunteered 
to greet the team when they arrive 
and get them installed but I do 
not expect our host families to 
be at the Airport in the middle of 
the night so you can pick up your 
visitors or homestays at 10am in 
the morning from Danish House.  

I know that many of you will 
welcome a breath of fresh air from 
the old country so please ring me 
or any of our committee members 
to let us know how many you can 
host for one night.

Carsten

Carsten’s Corner – President’s Report for June 2004

Lost
Have you seen “Danmark 1945 - 1970”?

Kirsten Frost left this commercial video
 with her name on it at the club.

If you have it, could you please return it.

Phone 473 1818

Found
A pair of 1/2 frame reading 

glasses at Valhalla.

Contact Christine Rasmussen
09 233 6244
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DANISH HOUSE
HALL HIRE – MAINTENANCE – WORKING BEES

As I write this we have not yet 
had our first mid week working 
bee but I would still like to say a 
big thank you to those of you who 
have offered and will be helping on 
23 June. This is an ‘inside’ working 
bee to spring clean. If we do not 
get it all done this month we can 
continue it in July. 

Monday July 26, starting at 
10am, will be the next working 
bee at the House in Penrose and 
I am hoping this will suit those of 
you able and willing to help. I am 
arranging weekday working bees 
at present, as I know several of 
you are very involved with working 
bees at Valhalla and then there 
are also other activities to do in 
weekends so this is just a way of 
giving those not able to help at 
weekends a chance!  We will start 
with a cup of coffee and discuss 
what needs attention and then go 

from there. Please bring your own 
lunch!    

You may have noticed that the 
cabbage trees outside the Lounge 
windows have toppled over.  
Unfortunately their roots could not 
take sufficient hold to keep them 
stable so we will need to remove 
these and replace them with 
something with a more suitable 
root system.

There are obviously some 
people that think they need our 
spouting more than we do!  We 
had the spouting on the lounge 
side of Nilfisk stolen in May and 
then the whole length at the front 
and above our main entrance last 
week. It has been reported to the 
police and we are replacing it with 
coloursteel this time.  We have 
also put signs around to say we 
are under 24 hour surveillance so 

lets hope they leave the remaining 
copper alone!

St Hans is being held at ‘the 
House’ in Penrose this year. 
We are not allowed open fires, 
as such, there, but Bjarne did 
some investigating and has now 
combined the Polynesian and 
Viking cultures to overcome this 
problem. He has created an 
‘UMUVIK’!  It will be perfect for 
our St Hans and other functions. 
THANK YOU BJARNE!

Please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you have any 
suggestions or concerns regarding 
the ‘House’ and spread the good 
word about our wonderful facilities 
that can be used for all kinds 
of functions and occasions and 
celebrations!

Have a good month.

ANNA-MARGRETHE

From an interview with Mary Donaldson
First published in Danish in Billed Bladet 12 

May 2004, presumably spoken in Danish. Parts 
of the interview have been selected here and 
translated for readers of the Danish Magazine.

I have always known, that I would marry, if I met the 
love of my life My parents knew each other, already 
from the age of 12 and were together since they were 
14. So I have known that most important is an absolute 
and unconditional love, and that you know it when you 
meet it.

  I think that one of  the biggest gift my mother gave 
me, and I only acknowledged this after she died, was 
echoed in the words of Kierkegaard... to dare or not to 
dare. Her death made such a big impression on me, 
that it gave me the strength and capacity to dare to do 
those things I had left undone.

I met Frederik the 16th September 2000. Frederik 
and I began talking to each other and we just didn’t 

stop. That was it, a very long conversation that 
continued for a year, no, in reality for fourteen months... 
Even when I moved to Denmark, there was no 
certainty that the relationship would succeed 
for either of us.  For me, it needed to be the real 
thing and everything takes its own time… The 
conversation continued and never stopped.  

Naturally I had my reservations because it was 
impossible to see each other often enough to develop 
a relationship. What I think held me back was the fact 
that he is a very special person. I felt that right from the 
beginning.  Not because he was the crown prince, but 
because he is who he is. 

My future role:
First of all, I want to be the best partner to 

Frederik and create a strong family.  
My first objective is to meet the Danish people 

– this will be exciting and enriching.
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New Valhalla Booking Offi cer

It gives me great pleasure to introduce myself as the 
new Booking Officer for Valhalla. My husband John is 
a committee member and regularly attends the working 
bees at Valhalla. We have two children Hannah 12 and 
Grace 9 who also share the love of Valhalla so it was 
only natural that I should pick up the job of helping to 
look after and run DDF’s holiday home.

I am self-employed and run my office from home 
which can make it quite easy for you to reach me 
during the day as well as at night.  If I am out the 

The June working-bee was the anniversary for the 
start of Project Valhalla. And in the past 12 months 
we have seen a huge transformation on the property. 
This has only come about with the help of all the 
enthusiastic helpers who all have a vision of what 
should become of this superb place we the Danish 
Club Members own.

Having missed the May working bee I was delighted 
to see the progress that had been made.  Just what I 
had envisaged, the little bridge on the path that leads 
to the ocean and the steps looks fantastic. A great 
thanks to the craftsmen that made that happen. We are 
now one step closer to having a path to the ocean that 
is passable to most people in all kinds of weather.

Newcomers are continuing to join the working bees, 
helping with planting and other items on the work-to-do 
list.

This weekend the weather treated us well and the 

answer phone is always on. You can reach me by 
phone or email which-ever is easier.  

As a sixth generation Danish descendant in NZ, 
there is very little of the culture or language left in our 
family. It is only through our friends and DDF that I am 
learning and reuniting with a lost heritage which has 
been fascinating. However, there are some names I am 
still trying to get my Kiwi tongue around so please bare 
with me when I try to pronounce your names correctly.

As I believe in putting back into the community you 
live in I am also a Board member of our local primary 
school which our youngest daughter attends, Treasurer 
for our local Scout group as well as Manager for our 
eldest daughters’ netball team so life is very busy and 
interesting in our house-hold.  

Valhalla is changing before our very eyes with 
dedicated Working Bees and the massive re-planting 
project currently taking place. The changes are 
improvements and the “magic” of Valhalla is only being 
enhanced by these changes. Do make full use of this 
place; it belongs to all of us. I look forward to getting 
to know you more as I am sure I will be speaking with 
many of you during the year as you book Valhalla as 
your holiday destination.

Marion Stewart 
Booking Officer 
Valhalla

Valhalla notes
20 helpers had a great time.  About 1500 shrubs and 
trees were planted on the hill by the ocean. The 
fences were repaired in places where the entrances for 
the trucks had been. Park benches made in Auckland 
were erected in some of the rest places. Seven seats 
were made out of the old fence timber, so each of them 
will have cost the club less than $15. Now it is possible 
to be seated and enjoy the view during a walk on the 
many paths leading to the many beautiful spots around 
on the Valhalla property.

The table in the middle of the field north of the 
big Pohutukawa trees is not a Viking Offering 

Table, but a place to use for weed killer mixing. 
So be careful of the dye.  It’s more a nuisance than 
poisonous, but keeping away from it is advisable.

Our outstanding catering team does a grand job. 
This time the theme was midwinter X-mas. The table 

Continued on page 6



DDF News Magazine July 20046

Danish Films in the Telecom New Zealand International Film Festival

Continued from page 5

was set in real Danish style with “Julepynt og lys” and 
we had “Flæskesteg med rødkål og risalamande”. The 
“Mandel gave” went to Jane Holst-Larkin, not bad for a 
first-timer to a working-bee.

On Saturday afternoon we had a meeting with all 
our neighbouring landowners.  This meeting was called 
to discuss the state of the bridge and the approach 
road.  Amicable decisions were made and some 
progress should be apparent in the near future.  Also 
the issue of trespassers was discussed and all agreed 
that we should have zero tolerance with people using 
our properties to get access to the ocean. So please 
discourage all persons not being members or their 
guests from being on our property. Also do not give 
permission for anyone to cross our or others’ property.  

Greg Taylor 
digging a hole 
for a new tree 
at the May 
Planting Day

If someone tells you that they have that permission 
they are probably lying, so send them on their way 
anyway.

See you at Valhalla

Bjarne

In Your Hands 
Forbrydelser, Denmark 2003, 101m
Director: Annette K. Olesen
Festivals: Berlin, New Directors/New Films 2004
“Olesen’s prison drama is the tenth film to be made 
under the Dogme rules and proves there is life, still, in 
the maverick manifesto.  Theology graduate Anna is 
the new chaplain of a women’s prison where Kate is 
revered by her fellow inmates for her apparent healing 
powers; as one prisoner tells Anna, ‘You’re in the same 
business.’  The uneasy dynamic between the two 
women is amplified when Anna learns that the health 
of her unborn child is in doubt: does the chaplain trust 
in God and have the baby, abort it, or put her fate in 
Kate’s hands?  Olesen and co-scriptwriter Kim Fupz 
Aakeson combine this whimsical premise with a gritty, 
realistically rendered milieu to produce a harrowing 
debate about the nature of faith.” — Demetrios 
Matheou, Sight and Sound
In Danish with English subtitles
Wednesday, July 14, 8.30pm & Thursday, July 15, 
1.00pm

The Five Obstructions
De Fem Benspaend, Denmark/Switzerland/Belgium/
France 2003, 91m
Directors: Jorgen Leth, Lars Von Trier
Festivals: Venice, Toronto 2003; Sundance 2004
“Lars Von Trier, the giggling charlatan-talent of 
arthouse cinema, has made the most interesting film 

of his recent career…  But for once, the joke isn’t on 
us, the audience, but on a fellow filmmaker.  Von Trier 
sets up a garrulous production meeting with the Danish 
documentarist Jorgen Leth, plying him with vodka and 
caviar and filming it all, documentary-style, in digital 
video.  He proposes that Leth undergo five tasks: 
the director must remake, five times over, his 1967 
experimentalist black-and-white piece, The Perfect 
Man, in keeping with arbitrary rules of Von Trier’s 
own devising.  Warily genial, Leth agrees, but as Von 
Trier’s strictures get more alarming and bizarre, we get 
reality-TV footage of Leth becoming exasperated and 
angry as he realises that the exercise is to break him 
down and lure him into some humiliating catastrophe 
of poor craftsmanship in the service of an ill-defined 
experimentalism – if not just to give Lars a good laugh.  
‘It will be a spastic film,’ complains Leth at one point, 
apparently alluding to The Idiots.  Eventually, the 
obstructions come from Leth himself, as he tries to find 
a way to obey Von Trier’s rules while making himself 
look good.  It is an intriguing duel and an insight into 
the precarious nature of artistic reputations.” — Peter 
Bradshaw, The Guardian
In Danish, Spanish, French and English, with 
English subtitles.  
Tuesday July 20, 6.15pm & Wednesday July 21, 
4.15pm.

 In Auckland July 9-25, 
see the Film Festival brochure for 

dates etc. or www.nzff.co.nz
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The Valhalla Project
Re-Vegetation Plants for Sale
D.D.F. will be selling part of its crop of native 
plants, as not all are required for planting this year.

These are top quality plants that have been grown 
to commercial standards.  Prices will be low.

If you, friends or associates require native plants 
for re-vegetation please contact us for a list with 
prices.
Palle Olsen
Phone: 832 4812 Bus
 833 3278 Pvte
 021-675 344 Mobile

Volunteers wanted
July 10-11 Working Bee

July 25 Planting Day
Come and enjoy the company.

To book in for any of the above days please contact:
Palle Olsen 

Phone 832-4812 Bus.
833-3278 Home

021-675-344 Mobile

Thanks for helping!

Left:  
Kim Basse 
& daughter 
at the May 
Planting Day

Left:  Fulmer Laustsen & Bjarne Elowsson enjoying one 
of the new seats they made at Valhalla in June

Below: The new bridge on the eastern side of Valhalla
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Foreningsnyt

Letters

Birthdays and Anniversaries
for June

Hjertelig til lykke til:
Congratulations to the

  26 members who have birthdays in July

The next magazine deadline is 
July 11.

All contributions welcome – photos, 
letters, articles, jokes, poems or stories.

Please use Word documents when 
e-mailing contributions.

Note: ads for events must be in a 
calendar month before the event.  

Pam Logan (Editor)

Til den Danske Forening
Mange tak for den skønne blomster arrangement.  Jeg 
modtog efter 8 ugers medical treatment in Australia.  
Telephone calls and card det var en deglig overaskelse.
Venlig hilsen Harry Petersen

To the Danish Society
Thank you so much for the beautiful red and white 
flowers sent to me on the occasion of the passing away, 
after a long illness, of my father, Jorgen Laan Andersen.

My father was a member of the Danish Society 
in Auckland for many years, though an infrequent 
participant of functions. Outside of the Society he knew 
many of his fellow Danes that came to this country in 
the 1950s and 60s, through  business and networking. 
More recently, we discovered that he was nicknamed 
`Lys Anderseǹ  in the Danish community. New Zealand 
proved a land of opportunity for him, when he felt his 
own country could not offer him that, after the war. He 
built up a candle manufacturing business at a time when 
NZ was ready to embrace new ideas and enjoyed the 
experience utterly.

My father was a man who loved his fædreland very 
much and was vitally interested in its geography, history 
and the way Danes approached problem solving. At the 
same time he also appreciated the personal freedom 
he found in New Zealand and gained much from this 
country.

The red and white flowers were most fitting to a man 
whose respect and love for his roots deepened as he 
grew older but needed go outside of its boundaries to 
find what he wanted in life.

Tak for støtten.
Karen Andersen Yates and the Andersen Family 

New Members 
Velkommen til nye medlemmer – 
welcome to new members:

Martin Wright

Danish Classes
Intermediate class 7.30 - 9pm Wednesdays

Beginner class 9 - 10pm Wednesdays
Private lessons are available 

on Saturday mornings.  
For more information 

call Connie Kristensen 
Phone 478 5175

(Connie also does massage therapy)

To the Danish Club
The family and I thank you most sincerely 
for the many cards and the beautiful flowers you 
sent with the passing of Hans on May 7th. 

He enjoyed the various afternoons at the club, but the 
days at Valhalla were special. He liked to work around 
outside and also to chat to folk in his native tongue.
Thank you for those lovely memories.
Jean Petersen

To the Danish Society
Thank you very much for the lovely flowers for my 70th 
birthday.  
Yours sincerely 
Ellen Rahbæk Jensen

Til den Danske forening
Mange tak for den fine blomsterbuket som jeg modtog 
medens jeg var syg.
Paul V Hansen


