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St Hans

Sunday June 20th

6pm start

ﬁ At the Danish House, Penrose

All the usual things - the witch on the
fire, hotdogs, songs ...

Bring your own candles, marshmallows and snoerrebrod
$3.50 per serving for a hotdog with all the trimmings & a hot drink

Family Dinner

Friday 25th June

From 6.00pm for drinks
(the meal will start around 6.30pm)
Menu:  Karbonader m/gronceter, gulerodder og brod
Pork patties w/mixed vegetables
Trifli m/flodeskum
Trifle w/whipped cream
Kaffe og smakager
Coffee and Bisquits

Members $15.00 Guests $20.00 Children under 14 years $7.50
Please book with Poul Hansen by 20/6 Phone 846 9600

Come to the Open House

Sunday June 6th from 2pm
Coffee & cake $2.50

Enjoy the ambience & chat with friends
Drink and biscuits for the children - free. Everyone welcome.




THE DANISH SOCIETY (INC)
P. 0. BOX 12 279 - PENROSE
6 Rockridge Ave., Penrose, Auckland
Phone 580 3103
www.danish.org.nz

Contact phone numbers
The Danish House 5803103
Valhalla, Leigh 09422 6194

Committee

PRESIDENT
Carsten Dansted 524 2047
VICE-PRESIDENT
Richard Logan 4809883
SECRETARY
Karen Yates 5246016
TREASURER
Christine Rasmussen 09233 6244
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Bjarne Elowsson 5354226
Niels Foged 846 9646
Ruth Kristensen 627 9797
Anna-Margrethe Jargensen 527 6633
John Stewart 4447022

BOOKINGS FOR THE DANISH HOUSE
(Call the booking officer for the rates)

Anna-Margrethe Jargensen 527 6633
49 Riverlea Ave, Pakuranga

BOOKINGS FOR VALHALLA

Marion Stewart 4447022

15 Tree View Ave, Glenfield
E-mail: johnandmarion@slingshot.co.nz

EDITOR “NEWS MAGAZINE”

Pam Logan

9 Puawai Place, Northcote, Auckland
E-mail: pam-richardlogan@attglobal.net

4809883

MAILOUT

Ann & Henning Dinesen 5704481

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Fanny Wright 5758027
Other Addresses

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH

1 Harris Rd (P O Box 85-014) Mt Wellington
Phone 5794490
ROYAL DANISH CONSULATE GENERAL

P.O. Box 619, Auckland 1

Fax 5373067 Phone 5373099
THE TRADE COMMISSION OF DENMARK
Harbour View Building, 152 Quay St, 7th Floor
P.O. Box 2154, Auckland 1

Fax 3075207  Phone 3793119

VALHALLA RATES from MAY 1, 2004

Weekdays (off-peak) Adult Child
Member $10 $5
Guest $20 $10
Whole Weekend

Member $30 $15
Guest $50 $25
Weekdays (peak)

Member $15 $7.50
Guest $25 $12.50
Long weekend (3 nights)

Member $45 $22.50
Guest $75 $37.50
Whole house daily rate (for the off-peak season)
Flat rate $250

Peak season = Christmas Eve to the end of Anniversary
weekend. Children are 18 and under. Babies are free.

( SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2004

plus annual subscription

Family rate discount: Less
Magazine subscription only:  $45
(no joining fee applies)

Joining fee: $75 60 years of age & over: $45 per member
per family application or 22 to 59: $55 per member
$50 per single application 18 to 25 (student rate): $45 per member

$10 per family

( REGULAR EVENTS

CARDPLAYERS
meet on the first and third Wednesday
of the month - 11am to 3pm

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
are held on the first Tuesday of each
month at 7.30pm

DANISH HOUSE
Working bees are held on the weekend of
the fourth Saturday of the month
(check with Anna-Margrethe
to see if one is being held)

FOLKDANCERS
meet at 7.30pm on the second and
fourth Tuesday of every month.

DANISH MOTHERS’ GROUP
meets every 2nd Tuesday.
Call 521 2844 for venue. During the
school holidays the group will meet at
the Danish House at 10am
VALHALLA
Working bees are held on the weekend
of the second Saturday of the month

( QUICK CHECK CALENDAR
June July
Sun 6 Open House Sun 4 Open House
Sat12 & 13  Valhalla Planting Days )
Sun 20 St Hans Sat10& 11 Valhalla Working Bee

Fri 25 Family dinner

Half a day is $50 less.

Danish House Hall Hire Rates

Members rates for hiring the hall for the whole day at the Danish House, Penrose.

Monday to Thursday inclusive: $200
Friday and Sunday: $250
Saturday: $350

The bond is $100.00 per booking.
The booking/holding fee of $50.00 is deducted from the total cost.

Call the Booking Officer, Anna-Margrethe Jorgensen
Phone 527 6633

( Committee Contacts & Convenors for Working Groups)

Committee Contact Working Group Convenor Phone

Bar Bar Niels Foged 846 9646

Niels Foged

Cultural Library & videos; Club history; Richard Logan 480 9883

Karen Yates Danish lessons Connie Kristensen 478 5175
Folkdancing Finn Nielsen 625 5533

Danish House Hall hire; maintenance; working bees

Anna-Margrethe Jargensen Anna-Margrethe J. 527 6633

Members Membership Fanny Wright 575 8027
Welfare Vibeke Courtney 534 4150

Other Clubs Presidents/ contacts Carsten

Dansted 524 2047

Socials Socials TBA

TBA Card Players Lise Jensen 625 8969
Mother’s group Helle Scott 521 2844

Valhalla Working bees Bjarne Elowsson 5354226
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Canoten’s Cornen — Presidents Repont for. May 2004,

We had a successful AGM and
our committee is once again up
to full strength. | am particularly
pleased to welcome our new

will be able to work together to the

from our futures meeting and it

is now our task to sort through
these and make sure that they are
carefully considered.

Thanks to the generosity of
the Danish Consulate and the
committee our folk dancers were
able to attend and perform at
the recent E U welcoming party
at Alexandra Park. There were
dancers there from many different

they display.

members and | am confident that we

mutual benefit of our members. We
had quite a few helpful suggestions

countries and our dancers really did
us proud, they were very well turned
out in their costumes and we can be
very proud of the high standard that

| had a meeting in the club
Monday morning 10/5/04 at
10am. As | got there | noticed
that someone had been taking off
in such a hurry spraying asphalt
outside the Nilfisk office leaving
the surface cut up. On entering
our office | noticed that the copper
spouting at the back of the Nilfisk
offices had been removed. On two
occasions in the past our copper
down pipes have been removed
and to avoid this happening again
they were replaced with plastic.
Sadly | guess we now have to
consider replacing the spouting with
iron or plastic. It makes one wonder
where it is going to end, perhaps
they will start removing the tiles off
the roof. Itis really upsetting to see
things like this occurring particularly
knowing the effort our people have
put into making the place look as
nice as it does. Some people just
do not have any respect for other

people’s property and what makes it
worse is that there is very little that
you can do about it.

This afternoon | attended the
funeral of Hans Petersen who was
our oldest member and reached
the age of 101 years. Hans was
a time-served nurseryman and a
keen gardener. Hans used to attend
working bees at Valhalla and he
was a very hard worker. He would
start early morning and not finish
until you went out to get him. The
remarkable thing is that he would
have been eighty at the time. It was
not until today that | fully realised
how popular and what a wonderful
man Hans was and what a great
and devoted extended family that he
leaves behind.

Aeret vaere hans minde.
Honored be his name.

Carsten

A Member’s story of ANZAC DAY

As usual, my wife and | attended the ANZAC Day

had an interesting conversation about our respective
military careers, and made arrangements to keep in

touch. It was a most memorable ANZAC Day for both

of us.

celebrations, and this year we went to the Auckland

Domain service. | met up with a number of Army friends

of mine. One of them informed me of the presence of

a foreign soldier in uniform. He is probably Swiss, it
was suggested. Looking over to the indicated direction,
| knew instantly that the soldier was not Swiss, but
Danish. Itis not unusual for the public to mistake

the Danish flag for the Swiss.

So | went over and saw a young Danish lieutenant,
Christian Romer, and spoke to him in Danish. It turned
out that he was visiting family in New Zealand, and was
due to return home to Denmark the next day. He told
me he was related through marriage to Wira Gardiner,
a well known politician and also a veteran of the

Vietnam War.

Christian was at the ceremony with his uncle, who is
a serving senior Officer in the New Zealand Army. We
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Thank You

who has stepped
Valhalla Booking

wishes to thank

the magazine

to Christina Jensen,
down from being the
Officer. The committee
Christina for all her efforts

at Valhalla. She has also
written many articles for

Carlo Mikkelsen

encouraging members to

house at Leigh.

make use of our holiday




DANISH HOUSE
HALL HIRE - MAINTENANCE - WORKING BEES

Thank you for your support and
voting me to do another term on
the DDF committee. For personal
reasons | had to cut right back to
bare minimum involvement with the
Club functions towards the end of
last year but now that things have
settled again | am looking forward to
the coming months.

| am again doing the Hall Hiring
and look forward to getting lots
of bookings for functions both
for members of the Society and
others. Our facilities are able to
cope well with dinners, lunches,
dancing, weddings, breakfasts,
seminars etc. etc. So if you know
of any opportunities to promote our
premises please do not hesitate to
do so. Alternatively you can give my

contact phone numbers and | can
pass on the relevent details.

| am also looking after the
maintenance of the premises and
would appreciate your help. If you
notice anything that needs attention,
please contact me so | can arrange
to have it fixed.

Working bees are also in my
‘portfolio’. The gardens and grounds
are looking great and over winter will
just need minimal upkeep. However
the inside of the House including
the kitchen and pantry, does need
a good spring clean. Although it
is not ‘spring’ we are heading into ,
but winter, | would still like to get the
cleaning done. Perhaps, instead
of doing this in weekends we could
do it mid week. | would appreciate

anyone who would be interested in
helping giving me a call on 527 6633
and also to give me an indication of
a preference of days. | am looking
at June for this working bee. Please
leave a message if | am not home
and | will get back to you a.s.a.p.

As well as giving the House
a thorough clean inside we are
planning further projects to make
our House more ‘hyggelig. The red
wall in the foyer that was painted
last year, made a huge difference to
that area and it is really worthwhile
adding special touches to make the
House cosy and more personal and
giving it that ‘X’ factor.

| am looking forward to the year
ahead and hope you are too.

ANNA-MARGRETHE

New Committee Members

recent social event of note in my life was my wedding
to Jack Yates and the celebration held at The Danish

Karen Andersen Yates

Since coming to New Zealand in 1956 as a young girl, |
have known about the Danish Club, later to become the
DDF. My parents were members for many years, although
they infrequently attended functions, the DDF magazine
was always at home to be read. Through my parent’s
interests in things Danish, | too have kept up with the
language, been keen to read and maintain contacts not
only with relatives but establish professional links where
possible. This has been very satisfying to me.

It was while studying Maori culture as a mature student at
University that | was challenged to become more involved
in my own heritage. That was in 1985, and since then |
have as often as possible taken the opportunity to visit
Denmark. Later | joined the folk dancers group which has
been a fun way of expressing some aspects of Danish
culture and making contact with others.

| have participated in many social events over the more
recent years and enjoyed them very much. The most

4

person.

House, which was a most fitting location for a Danish/New
Zealand wedding and an event that | will never forget.

| look forward to serving you as a committee member to
the best of my ability and to get to know many of you in

Danish Classes

Intermediate class 7.30 - 9pm Wednesdays
Beginner class 9 - 10pm Wednesdays
Private lessons are available

on Saturday mornings.

For more information call Connie Kristensen on

478 5175. (Connie also does massage therapy.)
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New Committee Members continued

Ruth Kristensen
Hi, Ruth here.

It is nice to be back on the committee and joining in
the life of the club at a more active level and be part of the
decision making process again.

My parents are life members of the club and | have
enjoyed the significant input it has had as an expression of
our cultural heritage. | also value the friendships that | am
able to continue here.

| have been to Danmark a few times and once worked
on a pig farm there for a year. We fed them beer! Lovely
plump, pink animals they were!

My real job though is as a nurse and | have worked
in all of the major Auckland Hospitals. Recently, | have
moved into the world of babies and toddlers - as a Plunket
nurse which took another year’s training. | take my hat off
to you parents, (I am single), what a busy, responsible life
you have.

| hope to get to know more of you in the year ahead.

View from the top

Four of the DGI Svendborg Folkdancers enjoy the
view from a new seat at Valhalla during the March
Working Bee.
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John Stewart

| was born in Kaitaia and have been married to Marion
for 23 years and we have two daughters. Marion’s great-
great grandfather emigrated from Denmark in 1873.

This is my first time with any committee but | have
been involved with the Danish Society through Valhalla
for the last two years. We were first introduced to Valhalla
about five years ago through the Barrett family and have
been regular visitors since. | became involved with
the working bees and am seeing great changes to the
property.

| hope to also have more involvement in the monthly
newsletter as having a typesetting/print background | can
help out Pam when needed.

(John is doing post-editorial computer enhancing of the
magazine before it goes to the printers.

The editor)

The new Committee

From left:

John Stewart, Niels Foged,
Christine Rasmussen,
Anna-Margrethe Jgrgensen,
Carsten Dansted,

Karen Yates, Richard Logan,
Ruth Kristensen, Bjarne Elowsson




 HOT PRESS! Royal CZUea’a’mg/

Marvelous! Wonderful! Magnificent!

Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.

Great picture quality, Great Sound

Great Food, great music, good choice of wine.

These are very typical of the many compliments that
| received at last night’s screening of the Royal Wedding
and | have to say that in my opinion, this was the best
evening ever.

It was well after 2am when we finally got home after
cleaning up and my head is still ringing from the success
of the evening, all the happy smiling faces made it all
worth while.

Thank you to Jens Peter for suggesting that we
arrange it and for your contribution.

Thank you to Fosters for their generous sponsorship.

Thank you to Hans for the tremendous effort in making
the screening possible.

Thank you to the Australian Consulate for their
considerable help.

Thank you to both lan and Niels for their presentations.
Thank you to Nils and his helpers for a great effort.

Thank you to Vibeke for the décor and the 120 Opera
Houses.

Thank you to Anna- Margrethe for Kransekagerne.

Finally thank you to all the people that helped make
this a memorable occasion and to the people that stayed
back and helped clean up afterwards. My head is still
ringing with the success of last night.

Carsten

=

{Volun‘reers wanted for a Phone Treelll &=%

Despite efforts to get all relevant information in the
monthly NEWS MAGAZINE sometimes an event pops up
unannounced and either a mail out needs to be organized
or some members miss out on the opportunity to

participate. Therefore a PHONE TREE needs to be set up.

Only 25 members would be needed who would
be given approx. 8 members each to call, if and when
something cropped up. The committee would phone
those 25 members with the relevant information to
be conveyed. That way we could cover the entire

6

membership in one evening.

If you would like to participate in some club work that
could be done from the comfort of your own home, let us
know.

There is a bottle of SNAPS in my cupboard to be
raffled amongst the first 25 volunteers contacting me to
help us setting up the Phone tree.

Give me a call on Ph. 535 4226.

bjarne
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VALHALLA - May Report
— Working Bee No. 11

are ready to plant stage two of Project Valhalla. Working
Bee No. 11 (May) was shorter than normal due to Mother’s
Day, never-the-less a lot was achieved by the enthusiastic
Vikings that were able to participate.

All tracks are now completed, having been dug
out, mudstop laid and metal spread. The drains were
all shaped by hand to facilitate better water flow. The
footbridge was decked and had a handrail erected. We
also started on the fence repairs and cleaned up the old
wire and batten fences that were taken down in March.

30th May — Planting Day

Next on the agenda is Working Bee No. 12, the 30th
May Planting Day. If you can be there to help please
contact me to book in as we need to know how many are
coming to facilitate catering. It looks like it is going to be a
busy day with a lot of very keen helpers from feedback so
far.

Views

Next time you are at Valhalla take a walk around
the new tracks — they will bring you to areas that were
difficult to access before. When you are there, you will
be able to enjoy some of the most magnificent views.
Careful planting of lower growing scrub in certain areas
will preserve these views, so we can enjoy the view, even
when the forest is mature in years to come.

Pest Control

In June last year a pest control programme was
started to reduce or eliminate possum, rat, mouse and
mustelid populations. This has proved very successful on
the house side of the property. After high takes at the bait
stations in the beginning, we now appear to have control of
possums on the west side of the property. Rats in some
areas are still present but their numbers are definitely
dropping as some bait stations record a nil take month
after month. We do not appear to have any mustelids at
this point, although, this is difficult to say for sure. Ongoing
vigilance will continue so we can encourage a high bird
population when the trees grow and therefore the food
source returns.

House Book
When staying at Valhalla please record your visit in the
House Book. It helps record the useage and experiences
at Valhalla. It also gives people in the future pleasure
paging through the House Book and enjoying people’s
entries.

See you at Valhalla soon.
Palle Olsen
DDF News Magazine June 2004

The Valhalla Frajact
Volunteers wanted

Last year we planted 6,000 trees in the old paddocks
on the western side of the drive.
This autumn we will plant 15,000 trees in the paddocks
on the eastern side of the driveway.

WE NEED YOUR HELP FOR THIS

Please consider coming to one or several of
the following

Working Bees and
Planting Days

May 30 Planting Day

June 1213 Planting Days

July 10-11 Working Bee
July 25 Planting Day

This is an exciting project. The more people that can
help the better. To walk through the forest in the future,
knowing you were part of planting, will be very
satisfying for many people.

Please come and enjoy the company.

To book in for any of the above days please contact:
Palle Olsen
Phone 832-4812 Bus.
833-3278 Home
021-675-344 Mobile

Many thanks for your help

( Re-Vegetation Plants for Sale )

D.D.F. will be selling part of its crop of native plants, as
not all are required for planting this year.

These are top quality plants that have been grown to
commercial standards. Prices will be low.

If you, friends or associates require native plants for re-
vegetation please contact us for a list with prices.

Palle Olsen
Phone: 8324812 Bus
8333278 Pvte

021-675 344  Mobile




Letters

To the Danish Society

Thank you very much for the beautiful
flowers | received while in hospital.
Much appreciated.

Regards from Bent Hansen

Dansk Klub

Jeg siger den danske forening mange tak for den
meget skanne buket, der ankom til min 90 ars dag.
Mange venlige hilsener.

Ruth Kirk

To the members of the Danish Club especially the
Card Club,

The family of Henny Hook thank you most sincerely for
your kind words of sympathy and the beautiful flowers
you sent to celebrate the life of our mother, Henny,
who passed away 6th March.

Henny had a wonderful time at the club, expecially the
last 8 years or so. She enjoyed Vahalla, she enjoyed

playing cards and she enjoyed your company. Thank

you all very much. We shall all miss her.

Kind regards

Lise Babich and the Hook family

To the Danish Society

Thank you for sending David the flowers following his
unfortunate accident in Australia. He is mending well
and expects to make a full recovery. He hopes to be
back at Valhall again soon. Thanks again.

David & Linda Beatson

Jeg blev meget glad for den blomsterbuket som jeg fik
fra DDF da jeg var pa hospitalet. Mange tak fra Neville
Courtney

To the Danish Society

| was another lucky one to receive beautiful flowers on
my birthday. Thank you very much.

Inger Larsen

Mona siger mange tak for di smukke blomster hun
modtog det rorte hende meget.
Med hilsen Mona og Viggo Andersen

To the Danish Society

[ wish to thank you for the lovely flowers | received for
my birthday.

Mona Andersen

8

Birthdays and Anniversaries
for June

Hjertelig til lykke til:
Congratulations to the
26 members who have birthdays & the
7 couples who have anniversaries in June especially
Ole Clementsen
som fylder 85 ar d. 21.6.2004
Marama Meldgaard
som fylder 45 ar d. 11.6.2004
Martin & Maggie Forest
som d. 26.6.2004 har veeret gift i 5 ar

Passed away

Hans Petersen passed away on Friday May 7th at
101 years. Along-time member of the club.

Jorgen Laan Andersen, the father of new committee
member, Karen Andersen Yates, passed away on
May 18 at the age of 90.

Members of the Swedish society who went to the
Fastelavn picnic thanked the Danish Society for
organizing the event and included photos of the Katte
Konge and the Katte Dronning in their newsletter.

The next magazine deadline is June 13.

All contributions welcome — photos, letters, articles, jokes,
poems or stories. Please use Word documents when e-
mailing contributions. Note: ads for events must be in a
calendar month before the event. Pam Logan (Editor)
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