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FORENINGSNYT

FORENINGEN ONSKER HJERTELIG TILLYKKE TIL:
Gudrun Hansen Jergensen med de 80 4r den 2.2.92
Svend Hansen med de 80 &r den 7.2.92
og til Jens Erik Larsen med de 60 ar den 6.3.92

FORENINGEN ONSKER HIERTELIG VELKOMMEN TIL VORE
NYE MEDLEMMER.

Victor Borge
has changed his performance to:
MONDAY THE 2 MARCH AT 8.30 p.m.
in the Aotea Centre and I still have few tickets at $44.-
Rita (537 3077)
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TRIP TO VALHALLA

for the young over 60
from Sunday evening 1 March to Friday 6 March late afternoon.
All Meals included in the price of $50.- a person.
Please bring your own refreshments and bedding.
So come along and have some fun.
Please book before 23 February with Nancy (09 4208 3950)

See you there. - Nancy and Ernst.
sooRokookok Rk R R ok skofokok ofokok ool kaRokoR sl Rk Rk

FASTELAVNS PICNIC

SUNDAY THE 23 FEBRUARY 1992
at Long Bay - Site No 1, (our old site!) - from 12 o‘clock.
The Picnic is free and you bring your own lunch ete.
Children may dress up for fastelavn (or national costume)
Childrens Parade at 1p.m.
Later we "SLAR KATTEN AF TONDEN
Play games and go swimming.
Come along and join in the fun.

Rita.
SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS:
CLUB LIBRARY & HISTORY SENIOR MEMBERS:
Visse Hopley, Ph. 4806 269 Christina Jensen, Ph. 0942 40642
CULTURAL ACTIVITIES FOOD PREPARATION AND
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MEMBERSHIP:
John Rasmussen, Ph. 09 2336 443 YOUTH CLUB:
PARNELL PROPERTY: LA Sca PR AU
Eomund Rendtslev, Ph. 636 607 PLAYGROUP:
Hanine Martn, Ph. 817 6450
PROMOTION - IDEAS - FUNDRAISING
Carsten Dansted, Ph. 524 2047
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Welcome to this special Jubilee issue of our News FROM THE EDITORl

Magazine marking the 50 Anniversary of the Danish

Society in New Zealand. We are proud to be one of the oldest ethnic societies in New Zealand and
on the big day, 6 February, 1992, we will gather in the Danish House in Parnell for an Anniversary
Lunch and a Dinner and Dance to celebrate the Golden occasion.

Last year in connection with the 25th Jubilee of the Danish House Svend Marquart researched and
recorded the formal history of the society. This year we have chosen to look at what has happened
inside the framework of the society over the years, trying to recall the different types of activities,
functions, outings and socials that have bound the Danes together and still are the very heart of
our club.

The idea of combining our normal News Magazine with a commemorative booklet came from Aage

Larsen, who has been an invaluable help and support in getting the project done - and on time.

Aage recalls the editors in the old days and leaves a blank space for me to fill in. According to our

files we have had several editors in the society - for a shorter or longer period of time - since Eli Larsen took over after Aage: Svend
Marquart, Grete Rendtslev, Bente Winter, | & E Elowsson, Gunhild Malving, Erling B Jensen and the undersigned. Even though an
editor often attracts criticism for the things he/she writes or doesn't write it is one of the more important jobs in an organisation trying
to inform the members about what is going on in the society, where, why and when .

Elli and Ame Olsen were forthcoming when | asked for help to recall the old days of folkdancing, gymnastics, youth club and all the
activities they were involved in, and wrote an enjoyable piece illustrated with their own photos. John Barrett was on vacation up at
Leigh during production time and wrote his piece from Valhalla sitting on the veranda up there, where as our President Edmund
Rendtslev retreated to the comforting surroundings of the Viking Hall to write his Anniversary article. As a contrast to the memories of
yesterday the Danish Trade Commissioner and member, Jens Peter Klausen, sent us his excellent piece “To be or not to be - Kiwi or
Danish®. Thank you very much to the authors who did an extra effort for all of us to be able to share and treasure our common
memories.

Last but not least | would like to thank our sponsors, the firms and individuals, both Danish and New Zealand, who through advertising
in this News Magazine have enabled us to make it a very special issue commemorating 50 very special years - at no exira cost to the
society. Thank you very much for your support!

Finally | hope that you all enjoy your Magazine. | wish the Danish Society and all its members a very happy anniversary and all the
best in the 50 years to come. Rita Jeegersborg

KEW-HOBBY

High pressure cleaning

" Did you know
Eha:.lohn and
are getti
N udlvsor:tl;s

at 250 mph!

The KEW-Hobby is the fast, powerful way to
clean cars, caravans, boats, patios, garden
furniture & tools, stone, wood & brickwork.
With its range of accessories you can do foam
cleaning, drain & tube cleaning, rotary
scrubbing, wet-sandblasting. Detergents can be
mixed with the spray jet for even more effective
cleaning. It's easy to use, light & portable.
No wonder it's the world's best selling domestic
pressure washer — no other pressure cleaner Is
so versatile.
OPTIONAL ACCESSORIES:
* SANDBLASTER # ROTARY & WASHING
BRUSHES = DRAIN & TUBE CLEANERS
¢ EXTENSION HOSE LANCE OR
UNDER CHASSIS LANCE
* DISTANCE WHEEL

* WALL RACK
® DETERGENTS

Now seems like a goad time to have your hearing
checked by the qualified Audiologists (MNZAS)
at your nearest

OTICON COMMUNITY HEARING CLINIC
193 Shakespeare Road, and at

WAXES & ABRASIVE Milford 15 Courtenay Place,
GRIT 118 Remuera Road, Wellington
Remuera Health Cenire, Marae Lane,
|l|' l||| W Manukau Health Centre, Waikanae
l | HKc'bhF Wiri Station Road, Wiri
THE NATION'S For your appointrment please telephone:
No. 1 HOBBY

1| | oticon

Auckland Wellington Waikanae
486-1215 385-9343 293-6005
KEW Cleaning Equipment New Zealand Lid congratulates The Danish Stockists of World Famous Hearing Aids

Society on its Golden Anniversary and offer 10% discount to all members on
our Hobby waterblasters as long as stock lasts.
Address: 6 Stock Street, New Lynn, Auckland. - Phone (09) 876-899
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—+*CANDLES WITH FLAIR*=

DANSKE LYS

- Candles With Flair -
WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE DEN DANSKE
FORENING ON THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY.
YOUR CULTURE AND TRADITIONS ARE A VERY
IMPORTANT PART OF YOU.

Jan and Cris.

Danske Lys, importers of Danish Candles,

napkins, paper table covers and festive items.

Showroom Phone 826 0210

r

nronzumtes NTRO

Is a major supplier of process
technology to the New Zealand
Dairy Industry and are a
member of the Danisco Group of
companies. Qur first order was
secured in 1952 and continues a
very close Danish association with
the Dairy Industry which started
with  the appointment of C W
Sorensen as Assistant  Dairy:
Instructor to the New Zealand
Government in 1891. During our
40 years in New Zealand we have
been well served by Danish
nationals and we have pleasure in
joining the Danish Society (Inc) in
celebrating it's 50th Anniversary

OLD FOLKDANCING GROUP
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The fustory of the Danish Socrely is in my
opinion best wrillen by lhe members who
were lhere al lhe lme: and in order lo
record lhe many different aclivilies which
look place in our club years ago [ turned lo
LUl and Arne Olsen. £l and Arne have afways
been willig lo lend & hand (or (wo) lo lhe
sociely and s members. organising and
parlicipating i éll sorls of jobs and always
producing qualily work. And sure enough.
When / asked £lli and Arne lo help lhey were
once again willing lo de lheir very bes! -
even pulling asyde personal commitments (o
meel my deadline - for lhe good of lhe
Denish Sociely.

Thank you very much.  Fila

OUR “LOVE AFFAIR" WITH THE DANISH SOCIETY

When we were asked lo wrile something about the
lime we were actively involved with The Danish
Sociely we couldn't help but think of some of the
many Danes we were in contact with during these
years; and how some of them were always ready to
support and back-up everything that could be of
value to the Society. It is Imposible to mention
everyone. but we will name a few.

The first time we were actively involved with The
Danish Sociely must have been in December 1962.
Elna and Niels Kyed arrived at our place one day
and told us thal they were in need of somebody to
help with THE CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PARTY, to play
with the children and so on. There was only about a
week to go before the party, and our first reaction
was that we couldn't manage with such short notice.
Elna and Niels sat down and had a cup of coffee,
and before we knew it. il was decided. we and our
three children would be the "Nissefamilie" al the
party. Elna said right away that she would sew
“nissehuer" for everybody. Elna and Niels were
always full of ideas an always ready to help.

There have been four CHRISTMAS FAIRS during the
years. Every fair was a big job. but very interesting
to take part in. To get enough both to sell and pul
in the lombola etc. as prizes, committee members
went around to all members, knocked al the door
and asked if they had something to give for the fair,
most often we were very well received.

The fairs gave the following profils:

1965 £1,000.00

1966 £ 650.00

1968  $2,100.00

1971 $1.600.00

By Elli and Arne Olsen

Even if it doesn't sound like much today, at that
lime it was big money, and a good help for the
Sociely’s many purposes. If we remember thal Lhe
Society's annual subscription in 1968 was $1.00, it
gives a good piclure of the value.

One of the first events in The Danish House was a
GYMNASTIC display in December 1965, performed by
some of the Sociely's ladies. After that gymnastic
classes for both ladies and men started in the
winter of 1966. The men's classes went on for a
couple of years and the ladies for five years. It was
at that time lhal Didde and Christian Nissen were
carelakers in the house. We often recall that
Christian washed the floor every Monday so that the
ladies could lie down and do their exercises without
getting dusty or dirty. It was most appreciated by
everybody.

It was aclually in 1966 - after we purchased The
House - that a lot of activities began to take place.
There were CARD EVENINGS twice a month during the
winter, and also FOLKDANCING once a month. The
folkdancing had earlier been run by Ruth and Berge
Kirk and their family but, as often happens, there
had been a period where ‘olkdancing activities lulled
and then Borge asked us if we could try to get it
started again. We agreed and we gol all the help we
could ask for, from both Ruth and Berge. Ruth also
gave us some books with music and dance
descriptions which were a greal help. For several
years Didde Nissen baked wonderful wienerbroed and
delivered it to us at cost price, so after taking part
in the folkdancing everyone could enjoy coffee and
real Danish Wienerbroed.
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" Working Bee"
Vathalla

Then of course, there was VALHALLA. We both think
that VALHALLA was our biggest "love affair" within
the Danish Sociely. possibly because it was such a
large challenge, and there was so much to organise.
Also because here we fell thal we got big support
and help from countless members who willingly gave
up their weekends and holidays, and travelled the
long distance from Auckland to Valhalla to do some
work: either building, mowing the huge grass areas,
or planting trees and shrubs lo beaulify the
surrounding paddock. We think Valhalla must have
had the largest number of members involved in the
same projecl. The best thing of all is that today.
more than fourteen years after Valhalla was
purchased, il is still a place where members come
logether and enjoy the beauty of it all and at the
same lime give lheir time and energy to keep the
place up to standard.

Whal more can we older Danes ask for than to see
the seeds we have helped to sow over the years,
have given and still give such a fine harvest.

The Santa Family
"OLSEN"
Jfrom the

1962

-

The first evenl in THE YOUTH CLUB was in March
1968, when we went on a weekend lrip to Martins
Bay. Approximalely twenty young people came along.
and it all went very well, thanks to the youngsters
enthusiasm and willingness to fit in. This was
followed by monthly meetings in The Danish House
and other events and outings. At all the meetings in
the house the youth club members were taught
Danish Folkdancing. They showed greal interest,
which later made it possible to form a special group
of young folkdancers. They were invited lo perform
at various evenls and for some years went out to
display Danish Folkdancing.

During the six years we were leaders of the Youth
Club there were many camps, trips to M{ Ruapehu
and other places. We were very pleased with the
behaviour of the young people. There was the main
bulk of very good kids, who not only behaved
themselves, but also kepl possible rebels under
control. They made our job easier. and we were very
grateful for lhat.
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Summerday

vacnacia |
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The last
of Elli’s
folkdancing
groups

DVANISH
COUNTRY

Danish Country Collection in aged solid Kauri and natural N7 Clearwood.

“Welcome to the Country”

CURNTTURY

BY DANSKE MOBLER

-

THREE KINGS - NORTH SHORE - PAKURANGA - HAMILTON - PALMERSTON NORTH
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For mig begyndte Den Danske Forening i 1957

Af Aage Larsen.

Vi fejrede Juleaften 1956 om bord pa "Southern Cross" i
Panama Kanalen og ankom til Wellington den 14. Januar
1957. Pé kajen stod Sys Hansen, som vi hverken havde
hert eller set for, hun tilbed os tag over hovedet - en varm
og venlig modtagelse i et nyt land.

Efter fa dages ophold i Wellington ankom vi en tidlig
morgenstund med toget til Auckland og fandt ret hurtigt
ved hjzlp af Marinus Christensen og familie et sted at bo
og arbejde, sa hverdagen kunne begynde.

En kort tid efter vor ankomst til Auckland blev vi inviteret
til et mede med andre danske i et lokale i Queens arcade
og fandt ud af, at vi faktisk var kommet til Den Darn'ske
Forenings mede. Diskussionen var, om Den danske
Forening i Auckland, efter et "omtumlet liv" skulle leve
videre eller afga ved en stille ded.

Jeg ma indremme, at jeg husker meget lidt angaende selve
diskussionen og kun fa af de tilstedevarende. Hvad jeg
husker er, at Chr. og Edith Nissen, som var ankommet til
New Zealand en kort tid fer, var til stede, ogsa Niels og
Elna Kyed, og Knud Kristensen, der var Harry Olsen og
Seren Kraack. Det var svert at fa valgt en formand, sa
foreningen kunne forts@tte, men det lykkedes, da Karen
Boris lod sig overtale, hvis Chr, Nissen ville hjalpe, Chris
havde ikke varet medlem laenge nok til at besatte en be-
styrelses post, men var villig til hjelpe, hvor han kunne.
Nu afdede Kirsten Petersen blev valgt til sekreter, og
Knud Kristensen overtog kasserer-posten, og sd begyndte
DDF igen.

"Manden med Leen" mitte treekke sig tilbage og er hel-
digvis ikke set i forbindelse med Den Danske Forening
siden.

Der var ved gen-starten 36 medlemmer, som i de to ar,
Karen var formand, voksede til omkring 200. Foreningen
blomstrede op igen, miske pa en lidt anden made end i
den foregdende tid.

Chris udsendte et par nyhedsblade, duplikerede si vidt jeg
husker, han fandt dog hurtigt ud af, at jeg var i bogtryk-
kerfaget og bankede en dag p& min der.

Ved fazlles hjalp kom vi i al beskedenhed frem med et
trykt medlemsblad og stillingen som Editor "fulgte" med;
det var medlemsblad No 1 Novb.-Decb. 1959. Bladet,
som i dag er blevet til "News Magazine", gennemgik en
del forandringer, for det nidede det format og udseende,
det har i dag.

Som ovenfor navnt kender jeg kun foreningen siden
1957, Hvad der ligger for den tid er kun for mig gisninger
og ma fortzlles af andre og @ldre danskere. Bestyrelsen
siger, at der foreligger en rapport fra det forste mode i
Wellington, der bekrazfter, at Den Danske Forening blev
grundlagt den 6. Februar 1942 af Eli Andrew Dahl, og har

altsa derfor besluttet, at
denne dato er den officielle
dato for foreningens opstaen,

Lad os ga lidt tilbage igen, s&
meget som min hukommelse
nu tillader det. - Efter
Foreningen og Bladet var
kommet igang, satte bestyrel-
sen fart pa med
smorrebradsfester og  lig-
nende. Der blev trykt "Frimarker" med en verdi fra 1Sh-
10Sh til fordel for byggefonden. Niels Kyed byggede et
lille "Hus" til indsamlinger med samme formal. Det skulle
fyldes mange, mange gange. Jeg husker tydeligt den ener-
gi Niels lagde i dette arbejde. Jeg husker ogsa, at han ind
imellem matte tage imod nogle ikke sd pane
bemarkninger, nar han gik rundt med huset.

Lad os igen se lidt tilbage - maske virker det lidt sprin-
gende, nar det l@ses, men accepter det som det kommer,
det er det nemmeste!

I vort ferste trykte medlemsblad, No 1 fra Novb.-Decb.
1959, skriver Svend Marquart, som pa davarende
tidspunkt var formand:"Foreningen blev for et ars tid
siden indregistreret under navnet: The Danish Society (In-
corporated) og har nu sine trykte love og vedtagter pd iall
22 paragrafer. Bestyrelsen mener derigennem at have be-
skyttet medlemmemes interesser og investeringer i
foreningen pa bedste mide og samtidig at have
grundfzstet foreningen mere forsvarligt ud i fremtiden”.

Den 13. April 1957 pé en extraordinzr generalforsamling,
blev Byggefonden startet, 3 medlemmer blev valgl til en
bestyrelse for fondet: Georg Madsen, Niels Kyed og Chr.
Nissen.

Berge Kirk abnede sit hjem for de unge hver onsdag
aften. Disse sammenkomster udviklede sig til folkedanse
aftener. Folkedansermes historie haber jeg andre kender og
vil fortaelle om.

I 1960 begyndte vi at afholde vore fester i Edendale
School Hall, hvor deltagerantallet normalt var omkring
200 medlemmer.

I 1960 udgav foreningen et lille sanghzfte med mange
dejlige danske sange, som Erling Wiese og undertegnede
valgte. De blev irykt og solgt for endda lidt under
fremstillingsprisen. Disse sanghzfler findes endnu og i
nogle danske hjem bliver de endda ved visse lejligheder
brugt.

11960 var medlemskontingentet stadig kun 10 Shillings!!

I 1960 den 16. November blev det vedtaget at udstede
Byggefonds-Aktier,

I 1961 havde vi vor ferste Revy. Savidt jeg husker kom
ideen fra Erling Wiese, som fik samlet nok talenter sam-
men til at give os vor ferste Revy den 29. april 1961 i
Edendale School Hall, hvilket var en stor succes, s& stor
endda at den blev genspillet ved en fest den 15. Juli. I de
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Det Danske Hus i Parnell - 1992

felgende ér s vi flere Revyer, hver gang med bange anel-
ser om, at nu kunne de ikke mere; dette blev dog gjort til
skamme, hver gang talenterne viste sig pa de skra braedder.

Gennem arene blev der afholdt flere succesfulde bazarer,
der gav et velkomment bidrag til byggefonden.

Og sé var der Aleturene!

I Week-enden for vore smorrebrodsfester tog bestyrelsen
og andre interesserede medlemmer af foreningen pa aletur
til Mercer. - Uden ale-madder var en dansk fest nu ikke
rigtig. Det var altid forngjelige ture med medbragt mad og
drikke, men et stor arbejde for Niels og Chr. som havde en
hel dags arbejde med at rege dlene.- I dag kabes ilene
feerdig-roget lige til at komme pa breddet, kedeligt men
selvfolgelig lettere!

SA ER HUSET VORES!! I November Bladet 1964 ud-
sendte Bent Bryder, som sekretar, en meddelelse om at nu

ROYAL DANISH CONSULATE

The Royal Danish Consulate
Auckland
Congratulates the

DANISH SOCIETY (INC) on its
50th
anniversary.
and wish the best of succes for the
next
50 years.

var huset i Parnell vores, og at penge og byggematerialer
var velkommen til ombygningen.

Den 6. November 1964 marcherede en flok danske
Vikinger ned gennem Queen Street og forsvandt ind i
"Regent" biografen, der viste filmen "The Long Ship".
Den danske Konsul, Mr Stevens var indbudt og blev ved
ankomsten hyldet af alle Vikingerne. Det endte igvrigt
med en stor Vikinge-Fest.

Det vil veere umuligt at navne og fortzlle om alle de
vidunderlige fester, udflugter og andre forngjelige sam-
menkomster, der i tiderne, der er gaet har holdt liv i den
danske forening, hvor kan man stoppe, jo mere man
skriver jo mere popper der frem i ens hukommelse. Jeg
vil dog ikke holde op fer ogsa fallesrejserne til Dan-
mark er blevet nevnt. Vad en tilfeeldighed fik jeg an-
ledning til at organisere nogle feelles-rejser til Danmark.
Det var billige rejser i forhold til den almindelige pris.
En masse fordele fulgte med ved at kunne bestille bilet-
terne samlet, blandt andet blev der givet £5 per deltager
til Den Danske Forening. Den ene rejse tog f.eks. del-
tagerne til verdens udstillingen i Japan i 1970. Moskva
og Tokio, samt Paris og Tahiti og et besgg til Disney
Land. Mange andre steder blev besggt, med ophold
lzenge nok sa der var tid til udflugtsture.

Senere blev rejserne overfert til THE LINK, som imel-
lemtiden var startet op med netop dette formal for gje,
og kunne samle mange flere rejsedeltagere end vi inden-
for den danske forening. Mange danske benyttede disse
billige ture til at gense Danmark.

Vi fik ogsa ferie-huset i Leigh, hvor mange medlemmer
har tilbragt ferier og week-ender gennem drene, et dej-
ligt, slappende af sted, hvor der endda er nogle fa keer
til at underholde gasterme.

Der var ogsé de sendage, hvor Edith og Chr. Nissen ser-
verede dansk mad for billige penge. Det var festlige
stunder i det danske hus med et virkeligt kammeratskab
og sammenhold mellem danskerne. Det er tider, der vel
aldrig kommer igen, devarre, i hvert fald ikke for os
@ldre, Edith og Chr gjorde et stort arbejde for den
danske forening og meget skylder vi dem idag.

Senere var der anledning til at organisere nogle fa week-
end ture til bdde Tutukaka nord for Whangarei med fis-
ketur og god fangst og el par sesyge. Der var rideture
ind i landet. "Just follow the Leader" sagde ejeren af
hestene. Det var en dejlig stor hvid hest. Den ville imid-
lertid ikke ud og slebe rundi pa flere af disse maerkelige
kreaturer, der ikke engang havde forstand pa at sidde pa
en hesteryg, sa den gik ned pd sin grasmark, og
ligemeget hvad rytteren gjorde, si kunde jeg ikke en-
gang fa den vendt den rigtige vej. Turen kom dog igang
med alle hestene, en del fik lidt ondt i siddepuderne,
som det vel horer sig til. Dagen blev afsluttet med stor
fest i hotellets restaurant.

Turen til Tokaanu ved sydspidsen af Lake Taupo, husker
jeg iser fra det tomme svemmebassin, som dog hurtigt
blev fyldt for os; lederen af hotellet var dansk, han fik
sal pumperne igang, sd vi kunne begynde at nyde vores
lille ferie, som trak sig ud til langt hen pa morgenstun-
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den. Tilfzldigt boede der en dansk Bager i nerheden; han ser-
verede kaffepunch og friskbagt wienerbrad, jeg tror kl. var
over 3 om morgenen.

Den Danske Forenings Medlemsblad, et uundverlig bindeled,
har vel altid varet ude for kritik, - hvilket skrevet ord er ikke
blevet kritiseret.

Jeg havde den redaktionelle og tekniske opgave for de farste -
jeg tror 53 numre, Eli Larsen afloste for en tid. Sa var der Ole
Frglund Thomsen, en dansk Typograf, der havde startet sit
eget type stteri. Han editerede 3 numre, hvorefter jeg igen
méitte have fat i pennen, til vi ndede Nummer 87 i slutningen
af 1971, hvor jeg meldte fra.

I Februar 1972 skulle bladet udkomme igen efter julepausen;
denne gang med en ny redakter, Eli Larsen. Det blev kaldt No
1, alting skulle vel vare nyt.

Siden da, mi jeg lade dem, der har foretaget undersegelserne
angéende Foreningens tilblivelse fortelle videre og fylde tiden
ud, indtil Rita Jeegersborg startede. Jeg har nu fornajelsen at
hjelpe Rita, som er redakte¢r, med den typografiske side af
udgivelsen af bladet. Jeg er sikker pa, at det danske "NEWS
MAGAZINE" er i de bedste redaktionelle hander, og hiber pa
et langt og godt samarbejde. Tilgiv mig til slut hvis episoder,
navne, datoer ikke er helt akurate.

Jeg har gjort mit bedste.

TIL LYKKE, D.D.F. MED DE 50 AR.

MA FREMTIDEN BLIVE UDVIKLENDE

OG FORENINGEN "VOKSE" 1 ALLE RETNINGER!

Available
AT LEADING SUPERMARKETS

Imported by:
LINTOTT DISTRIBUTORS LTD
AUCKLAND

e e e e s O
Glimt fra riogle af vore mange udflugter
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D.D.F. 50 AAR

A DREAM BECAME REALITY

In the beginning of World War Il some Scandinavians
got together for the purpose of collecting and
making clothes, food parcels and an ambulance to
help the sufferers in their homelands who was
attacked by Germany and Russia.

Some lime after, the 6 February 1942, the Danish
Society was formed in an attempt to unite the
Danish Immigrants and descendants of Danes in New
Zealand. They organised funclions, celebrations etc.
over the next years. Afler the war finished a large
influx of new Danish immigrants came to seltle in
New Zealand. Many of them joined the Danish
Society. From there on everything grew to the
sociely we know loday. maybe the most successful
ethnic society in New Zealand. This has not come
by chance, but by hard work of many members over
the years;

endless hours by the ladies to prepare
functions,

endless hours by men at working bees,
endless hours by various committee members.

All this done by many members withoutl selfish
reasons, only one reason counted; to keep the club
alive!

Why? Because we all originated from Denmark. We
all need home - family - friends. And despite our
differences we all know how to work together in a
democratic way for a common goal. If fulure
members and committees work for the same ideals |
can, as a 40 years member, assure you thal the
next 50 years will be as successful as the 50 years
just gone.

Congratulalions Danish Society.

food for

Edmund Rendtslev
President.

VALHALLA

By John Barrell, our longest serving member of lhe
Valballe Commitlee and kmown lo every ome as a
lireless worker, onganiser and friend of Valhalla.

Since we bought "Valhalla" in 1977 il has been a
greal joy for so many young and old. It is like a
little Denmark. with Danish Names, where you can
relax, and do whatever you want to do. There are
beautiful walks, swimming, a choise of {wo beaches
with clean, clear waler for snorkelling and fishing,
boating or just relaxing in the sun.
Valhalla is like a home away from home, where you
can relax inside in comfort, reading, lots of books
and magazines, playing cards, lislening to music,
there is a good stereo with radio and lapedeck. or
do whatever you want to do. It is a place that grows
on you, and you just want to come back. All who has
been coming here remembers all the parties and
good company with family and friends. A good place
for special occasions, we have even had a wedding.
A lot of improvements has been done. and if you
haven't been lo Valhalla. you should make an effort
to come and see for yourself. Even working bees are
greal fun, slill relaxing and creative, friendly
company, you even gel a free lunch.
But there is still room for improvements inside and
outside, which could benefit us all. All suggeslions
and ideas will be welcome.
It is good to see so many young people, not only
Danes. are interested in Valhalla, we hope more will
come. But, not only young, but people in all age-
Zroups.
There is so much to enjoy in Valhalla all year round
for a moderate expense. It is not only for few. but
for every one, for the future of the Danish Society.
John Barrett.
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Dronningens nytarstale

Den lukkede der, den ul®ste bog, brevet, der
ligger og venter. Hvad gemmer de mon? Hvad
vil vi finde dér, nar vi lukker op? Endnu er det
fremtid; om lidt er det maske anderledes.
Sadan er nytaret; sadan star vi den 31, decem-
ber - nysgerrigt forventningsfulde, engsteligt
afventende,

Sidste ar holdt vi nytar under skyggen af en
truende krig i Golfen. Det fyldte vore tanker
med frygt og baven. Jeg husker, at jeg selv
tenkte: Hvordan har vi det mon om et ar?
Hvad vil vi sa kunne se tilbage pa? Nu véd vi,
hvordan det gik.

Vi mente nok, at vi kendte grundmensteret for
1991; men meget af det, der optog os, blev helt
anderledes. Vi har set hab, der syntes umulige,
ga i opfyldelse. Men vi har ogsa set hib blive
knust og tilvaerelsens grusomme sider blive rul-
let op for vore @jne. Skent den isnende
polarisering er borte, er usikkerhedens og
ufredens tider langfra forbi, end ikke her pa
vort eget kontinent.

Alligevel er det en helt anden stemning, der be-
hersker os i dag. Europa har undergaet en for-
vandling. Overalt er det frihed og demokrati,
der tales om og virkes for. Den frihed og det
demokrati, som den vestlige verden i hele den
lange efterkrigsperiode har varet forpliglet pa
og har vearet rede til at forsvare med bade hand
og mund. Friheden er selve grundlaget for, at
demokratiet kan vokse og trives. Nu ser vi det
endelig spire frem ogsa hos nationer, som
sjaeldent eller aldrig har faet lov at udvikle det.

Blot ma vi ikke foregagle os, at vi nu star over

for demokratiets endelige sejr. For demokrati er
ikke en tilstand, der opnads én gang for alle i det
¢jeblik, det bliver vedtaget. Det skal leves; det
skal omhyggeligt bygges op; det er en stiende
udfordring til hver generation.

Heller ikke hos os i Danmark, hvor demokratiet
er indbygget i forfatningen, og hvor vi har
bekendt os til det i mere end hundrede ar, trives
det af sig selv, Ogsé vi mi arbejde med det og
vedligeholde det dag for dag, hvis det skal
bare,

Hvordan skal vi sa beere os ad? Maske synes vi,
at samfundet er blevet alt for kompliceret til, at
vi selv personlig kan stille noget op, og hvad

Queen Margrethe II. Photo: Rigmor Mydtskov

nytter det sa at stille spergsmal eller at patale, hvad vi er
utilfredse med? Der jo altid en "organisation" eller nogle
"specialister", der er meget bedre til at tage sig af alt det dér.

Men vi kan ikke bare saztte os tilbage, overlade ansvaret til
andre, og ryste pa hovedet, nir vi synes det hele gir skaevt.
Hvis demokratiet skal leve, er der et vasentlig led, som ikke
kan undveeres: os selv, den enkelie. Retten til frit at
kritisere,hvad vi finder urimeligl, eller forkert, er en afgérende
del af den demokratiske proces. Men vi ma ikke ngjes med det
tvaere "@v", den golde kritik, der som el rustangreb wder sig
ind i samfundets krop og gennemterer bade respekten for
demokratiet og vor egen selvrespek:. Det er ikke nok bare at
"sige fra"; vi skal ogsd hjzlpe til. Hvis vi er slave og tvare,
bliver resultatet derefter; for samfundet er kun, hvad vi selv
gor det til. Derfor ma vi leve med i dagens problemer, vi ma
tale om dem og tale sammen. Det er demokratiets udfordring,
ogsa til os som mennesker og som nation.

Det er en gammel skik, at vi nytarsaften takker hinanden for
det ar, der er gaet. Den tak skal ogsi lyde i aften. Den gir til
alle, der virker for, at vort vidt forgrenede samfund kan

PAGE 12




fungere, hvad enten de er valgt eller ansat, og hvad
enten de virker i det stille eller i forreste raekke.

Der er mange danske, der gor en indsats rundt omkring
i verden, hvor freden og friheden er truet, eller hvor
der er hjzlp behov. Deres indsats bliver bemarket
langt ud over Danmarks granser. Det gelder dem der
gjorde tjeneste pa korvetten "Olfert Fisher" og pa
leegeholdet under udsendelsen til Golfen. Det galder
dem, der atter i ar har gjort tjeneste i FN's
fredsbevarende styrker, eller som i €vrigt har meldt
sig under FN's eller EF's flag i omrader ramt af krig
og nad. Og det gxlder de mange, der - udsendt eller
pa eget initiativ - tager del i humaniteart hj@lpearbejde.
Til dem alle gar min nytarshilsen og tak. Deres
ansvarsbevidste optreden er med til at tegne det ansigt
udadtil, som Danmark geme vil kendes pa.

I det forlebne ir har Prinsen og jeg selv besegt bade
USA og Canada, to lande, hvor mange danske i drenes
lab har slaet sig ned. Madet med disse udvandrere og
deres efterkommere i februar og nu senest i oktober
blev en oplevelse for os begge. Pa arets sidste aften
skal der lyde en tak for den modtagelse, de gav os, og
et ¢nske om godt nytar for hver iszr, et enske, der
gelder danske, hvor de end befinder sig i den hele vide
verden. Enten bindene til Danmark, "det gamle land",
er lasere eller meget nzre, er de ofte i vore tanker, og
altid med glaede og stolthed.

Pa samme made tenker jeg pa de danske syd for
grensen, som sa trofast holder ved deres danske arv;
de er med til at minde os om, hvem vi er, og jeg
bringer dem ogsé i &r mine varmeste nytarsensker.

At Kronprinsens ferste rejse i Grenland pa egen hand
blev en enestdende oplevelse, behever jeg vist ikke at
understrege; jeg véd, at de dage vil fa betydning for
ham altid. Prinsen og jeg mindes selv med glede vort
eget besag i sommer. Vi gnsker et godt nytdr for det
gronlandske samfund og for alle i Grenland. Ogsa
Fereeme sender jeg mine gode nytdrsensker for hele
samfundet og for alle hjem.

Prinsen og jeg, vore to senner og min moder, Dronning
Ingrid, har en tak at sige for det gamle dr. En tak for
den modtagelse, vi meder overalt i landet bade ved
serlige lejligheder og i det helt dagligdags.

Det er en stgtte og inspiration for os, og del giver os
overskud og en folelse af, at vor tilvaerelse har mening,.

For mange har 1991 varet et tungt ar, og de kan have
sveert ved at se nogen mening i deres tilvaerelse; de ser
i hvert fald ikke megen mening i at fejre nytaret. Men
"det er i market lyset fodes"; sddan er julens budskab.
Er det ikke ogsa det nye ars budskab? For arsskiftet er
en opfordring til en ny begyndelse, til med friske

kraefter at tage fat pa de problemer, som det gamle ar ikke
fik has pa.

Hvad det nye ar vil bringe, kan ingen af os vide. Men som
dag fajer til dag, vil et menster dukke frem. Dele af mensiret
kommer til os udefra; det er felles for os alle. Men alligevel
vil det tage sig forskelligt ud for hver enkelt, for i mensteret
indgar ogsd, hvad der sker for os selv, for vore n@rmeste og i
vore daglige omgivelser.

Om lidt vil deren ga op; vi kan abne bogen, brevet; begynde
at lese. Vi hiber, vi onsker. Hvordan 1992 vil blive, ved vi
ikke, men ingen af os er uden indflydelse pd hvordan dette
nye ér vil blive oplevet af os selv og af andre. Derfor betyder
det noget, at vi gir ind i det nye ar med en @rlig vilje til at
give plads for hinanden. Da kan vi alle fejre arsskiftet med
hab.

Jeg ensker alle et godt nytar.

GUD BEVARE DANMARK

Berlinske Tidende, 1. januar, 1992

Scandinavian Airlines

congratulates

The Danish Society
on their 50th
Anniversary.

On your next visit to
Scandinavia connect
daily via Bangkok,
Los Angeles,
Singapore and Tokyo

from $2599.

Scandinavian Airlines System
Box 1488 Auckland 1.
Ph 0-9-309-7749 Fax 0-9-358-2282
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KITWE

| used a lot of words like unspoiled beaches, sunshine,
palm trees and Pacific harmony when | prepared my family
fora new job in New Zealand that | had applied to get in
1988. It was for a 4 year term. It took considerable
persuasion to get the family in tune with this new venture
on the other side of the world, but | had chosen my words
carefully as | knew what would appeal to Danes when cold
fronts mixed with fog and mist covered the little country.
That was it, the family were convinced that New Zealand
was the place to be for the next 4 years and the bags got
packed.

We landed in Auckland in September 1988 and if anybody
remembers the weather in September 1988, they will know
that | was in deep trouble as it was 9 degrees with a
blistering wind filled with mist if not torrential rain.

It wasn't just one unlucky day to arrive, because it rained
almost non stop for the next 2 months. And it was not only
the weather that was puzzling, because this Kiwi land that,
on the surface, looks so much like Denmark or any other
Northem European country, certainly functions completely
differently. There was not a bakery in sight where one
could get some proper bread; to get a cold beer one had to
drive for miles fo licensed places; the Sunday paper was
as thin as a napkin; when we talked to people on the
phone they insisted that they spoke English but it was still
impossible to understand them; when we asked the car
dealer for a quotation on the new car we never heard from
him again and the television was more advertising than
television except for Sundays. (Where did that Sunday
advertising free television go, | hereby officially protest!!).

So it went on and on with all these small differences that
are not supposed to matter but tend to become a matter of
life and death. Anybody who has come across studies of
the problems families encounter when they are stationed
outside their own country, or in the case of Danes their
hometowns, will know that this phase is referred to as the
second most troublesome phase.

Now we were lucky because | replaced Niels at the post as
Danish Trade Commissioner and as most people in New
Zealand know, Niels and Rita are good organisers and we
soon found ways to cope with the various differences.

DANIST

Jens Peter Klausen
Trade Commissioner

We now started the good phase where every member of
the family felt that we achieved something each day. We
had small victories, my wife Berit had found some 'surdej
and baked her first ever successful 'rugbred', our eldest
kids had found some friends in school, our youngest found
out that English was actually a language in which people
understood one another. For my part, | had a similar
experience as our youngest. | was in Dunedin and felt that |
had understood maybe nine out of ten New Zealand
colloquial expressions. 'She'll be right mate’ does not
mean that my wife has a right to mate but something in the
vicinity of 'l see no further problems arising'. The 'Mother-
less bastard’ we saw in the pub was not one to feel sorry
for because he had no mother, but one that was going to
be thrown out 'pretty smartly'.

New Zealand started to show its pleasant sides and the car
dealer or plumber who never phoned back or tumed up on
the agreed time became a part of life. Dinner parties
where one has to stand up for hours while a warm dinner is
served on paper plates tums out to be quite useful because
in order not to faint one has to move around and thereby
meet more people. The impossible task of eating meat and
gravy from paper plates cuts the intake down to a healthy
low level but mind you it has no effect on the consumption
of alcohol, which is an area where there is no difference
between Denmark and New Zealand.

New Zealanders are kind and considerate, but petrol fumes
seem to have the same affect on them as a full moon has
on werewolves. Behind a steering wheel the average Kiwi
tums into a small monster and making obscene signs,
double parking, harassment and apparent blindness
become the order of the day. Itis possible that | have
become used to even the driving because after more than
3 years in New Zealand, | now seem to have more
respect/fear for the Asian drivers than the average Kiwi.

Now well into our fourth and last year in New Zealand
there is no question that all the family are starting to feel
this country and its people gripping our souls. New
Zealand is blessed with some of the most remarkable
nature and friendliness and despite the present downtum
in the economy, one has to feel as a chosen one when the
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overall aspects of living here are weighed up. The first
recognisable signs telling me that | was beginning to live
and breathe as a Kiwi was my quiet iritation over the
Aussies beating 'us' in just about every mentionable sport
invented.

This 'us’, when one is referring to Kiwis, is a funny example
of the transition that a migrant has to go through. In the
beginning it is 'them'’ or 'they’, especially when the subject
is about something out of order. Why don't 'they' do
something about traffic safety, why don't they’ develop the
waterfront etc. The 'us' or 'we' starts slowly when it is good
to be associated with the Kiwis. 'We' produce the best
Kiwifruit in the world or 'we' have wonderful countryside.
When is the time to take full responsibility and come out of
the dual personality and take part in both the good and bad
aspecls.

After more than 3 years in New Zealand | feel that we in
our family have begun to seriously question the convenient
'them', but for us it is probably only a good lesson because
we have to watch out that we do not use the 'them’ when
we retum to Denmark later in this year. We now have to
face the first most troublesome phase of being stationed
abroad and that is getting back to Denmark. The lovely
shores of the pancake country in the north, will
undoubtedly cause us a serious depression when we think
back to the palm trees, the sunshine, the unspoiled
beaches, the non drug taking sportsmen and all the other
positive things that have a tendency to be the only
memories left when the reality of daily life is out of reach.

We will hang on in New Zealand in 1992 as long as we
possibly can, but for those we have met and whom we will
not get to see before we |eave, we thank you and New
Zealand for a most wonderful ime in this, your new
homeland.

PS! | have considered the following proposal. Since 'they'
are only a little over 3 million people | believe it would be
fair if 'their Rugby team was allowed to take just a few
sports enhancing drugs. If this led to a retum of the world
cup trophy, | will start saying 'our’ Rugby team again.

Best regards from Berit,Jonas,Sara Sophie and
Jens Peter Klausen.
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MCKAY SHIPPING LIMITED

NEW ZEALAND
SHIPPING AGENTS FOR

S - LAURITZEN A'S

congratulate the
Danish Society (Inc.)
on their 50th
anniversary.

DANEFOODS LIMITED

Supplying New Zealand
with Danish Specialities

*

Ask your Local Woolworth and
Big Fresh Supermarkets
for real
DANISH TULIP BACON
and
MD FOODS CHEESES

*

A Quality taste of Denmark

VD

PAGE 15




"THE LETTERBOX"
P.0.BOX 37-762
PARNELL

We have received the following lelters:

14-12-91

Dear Members.

| wish to thank you for the lovely surprise in
sending me flowers on my 70th birthday. It was a
beautiful arrangement and much admired and
appreciated. and is in front of me now as [ wrile
this note and certainly helped to make my day a
very happy one.

Sincerely Jean Pelersen.

9 A Raymond Tce, 20-12-91

Jeg siger mange lak til den Danske forening for de
skenne blomster. jeg modlog i anledning af min 70
aars fgdselsdag. Venlig hilsen Lilly Serensen

We have received a Christmas Card from Alice
Leggell, who has been in charge of the Danish
Cooking Lessons this last season. Alice reports, that
her "students" did more than 25 items and that she
enjoyed the classes and meeling some members of
the club in the process.

Thank you very much Alice for all the work involved!'

Fra Thomas Gerlach. som for to aar siden laa paa
Auckland Hospital med beskadigel ryg efter en
motorcykelulykke har vi modtaget mange hilsner til
alle de af foreningens medlemmer, som dengang
bespgte Thomas paa sygehusel. Thomas gaar nu
korte straek med kun een krykstok og er begyndt
paa HF-kursus, hvor han laeser psykologi og
datalogi. Her i den danske sommer har han sejlel en
del og er blevet rorsmand paa baaden ved
kapsejladserne.

Tak  for lbrevel Thomas q¢ mange gode
aylaarshilsner fra alle os hernede ‘down under’.

fita.

MARKEDSHJORNET

EDB SALGSMEDARBEJDERE

soges Lil FREUD:DATEGRASP databasen
Henvendelse: RC-Consult,
Civilskonom Michael Risom Svendsen
Haderslevgade 14 st. tv.,

DK-1671 Copenhagen V

Tlf: 0045 31 31 31 99

For all your liquor supplies
GREENLANE WINES ¢
& SPIRITSLTD |

: TVTED L5
B\ CNR GREENLANE and MANUKAU ROADS i\ﬂ
‘ EPSOM 6
PHONE 605-666

E=)

“Enjoy It bl qost-over ao i |

We are pleased to be

HOW OUR SERVICES associated with the
* LARGE RANGE OF LOCAL "
AND IMPORTED LIQUOR WOH'gESgﬂEN =

* GIFT PACKS FOR SPECIAL
OCCASIONS

* FREE PARTY SERVICE

* PRE-CHILLING SERVICE

* COMPETITIVE PRICES

GREENLANE WINES
& SPIRITS LTD

Remember Your Friends —
We Will Remember You.

Jorgensens

424 Great North Road
HENDERSON
PHONE: 836-4049 FAX: 837-1008
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Mix with the best.

Smooth on its own...
Cool on the rocks...
Outstanding in cocktails.

Try the King Peter — 1/3 Cherry

Heering, 2/ 3 Tonic Water. Serve
in a tall glass with ice and a dash
of lemon or lime juice.




