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the one treasured possession of the poor man in the story
from the Second Book of Samuel, (Chapter 12, verse 3).

Most of the undoubted rancour of the fifties and early
sixties had to do with the political terms under which the
transfer might be done. Well, in the mid-sixties the
Folketing voted that a commission be set up to arrange the
return of most of the manuscripts, though those which were
more concerned with Europe than Iceland were to remain. If I
understand the matter rightly, the work of that commission
has almost finished. No rancour now remains. Even when this
"varm kartoffel" was at its hottest, scholars usually had
little difficulty (apart from delays of sea transport), in
borrowing manuscripts within the Scandinavian libraries.
This is still to a small extent done, but in these days of
improved photography, especially ultraviolet photography,
such loans are rare. I myself have had occasion to be
grateful to the Arnamagnzan Institute in Reykjavik for the
opportunity to use several of their precious manuscripts in
the sister Institute in Copenhagen, now on the Amager campus
of the University. For, as I said, when I began work on
"Eyrbyggja Saga" most of the necessary manuscripts were in
Copenhagen. And that is the main reason why my work is being
published in Copenhagen, by Den Arnamagnzanske Kommission,
and why I, and my family, have over the yvears paid many
visits to what is the homeland of most of the members of our
Society. For many years these visits were from England
(Sheffield) to Denmark; after I moved to Auckland, as
Professor of English Language, in 1964, those journeys to
Denmark and back became rather longer.

There are parallels between Iceland and New Zealand,
not only because of the volcanoces and glaciers and geysers
(a word taken from an Icelandic place-name), but because
both are countries of settlers who remember their original
home, the circumstances of their arrival, and the events of
their early years. In New Zealand this applies to Maori and
Pakeha, not least to the Danish settlers of Hawkes Bay and
elsewhere and in Iceland to the settlers mostly from Norway,
but also from other parts of Scandinavia and from the
British Isles.

"Eyrbyggja Saga" is the history of the early
generations of such settlers in a district on the west coast
of Iceland, together with their customs, religious practices
(including conversion to Christianity in 1000 A.D.), their
quarrels, love affairs and battles, and not least their
ghost stories. Just why many Icelanders of the Middle Ages,
especially the period ca. 1175 - 1325, produced writing of
international standard concerning what is now usefully
called "the human condition" it is not easy to say. It
certainly has to do with a love of language, perhaps
fostered by a long tradition of public speaking in connexion
with the framing and promulgation of laws, and the business
of lawcourts, where the exact wording could mean a
difference between guilt and innocence. It also has
something to do with a stage of oral literature, the exact
nature and extent of which is still in dispute. I think what
is really remarkable, though it may seem less so to
present-day readers, is that most of the medizval Icelandic
literature was in "prose". Many cultures have traditional
literature in verse; formal literature in prose is rarer,
and by no means as obvious a development from ordinary
speech as might be at first sight supposed. One nation which
does, however, have an ancient prose literature is Ireland,
and there may possibly have come about a combination of the
practical ability of the Norsemen (apparent in Normandy and
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Janni Spies sned hele den
dyneleftende del af uge- og
dagspressen, da hun pa et
hastigt indkaldt pressemade
bekendtgjorde, at hun 20
august gifter sig med den
45-arige advokat Christian
Kjeer, der er medejer af F.L,
Smidth. Ugepressen, der
har ansat seerlige Janni Spi-
es-medarbejdere, var gan-
ske uforberedt pa arets alli-
ance, der ogsa blev navnt
som en af topnyhederne i
TV-avisen. Den 25-arige
enke efter Simon Spies har
ogsa kun kendt sin udkarne
1 tre maneder, og forlovelsen
fandt sted i Cannes i sidste
weekend. Hverken Janni
Spies eller Christian Kjeer
har taget hinanden for pen-
genes skyld. Den kommende
brud sidder solidt pa Spies-
koncernens pengetank, og
brudgommen siges i er-
hvervskredse at have en
personlig formue pa flere
hundrede millioner kroner

august...

Travihed

»Jeg har sa travit i dag - for i morgen kommer min
hjemmehjzlper.!

Sagde Einstein virkelig det?

»Hvad gér Einsteins relativitets-teori egentlig ud pa?
»Jo, det er noget med, at fire uger pi Hawaii gir
hurtigere end fire uger i Herstedvester...«

Nu har jeg veret ansat her i femogtredi-
ve &r, og endnu er der ingen, som kan
l®se min underskrift






THE LETTERBOX
P.O. Box 8709
Auckland, 1

"Mig og Charlie"

Thank you for the film evening arranged
by the Danish Society.

It was a worth while film about youth in
Denmark today - and it was subject for
interesting discussions at the coffee
afterwards. We are pleased that the
committee takes the trouble of arranging
this kind af filmevenings for us.
Kirsten Holzmann.
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SMOKING at MEETINGS -

One matter I would like to bring up for
discussion is smoking! Could we have a
vote on smoking during the meetings in
the Danish Society before the next
"A.G.M.? I realize that it will be
difficult for people to abstain from
smoking during parties - but what about
the other meetings?

"One who suffers"

(The writer of above letter in known by
the editor)

WHAT DO YOU FEEL?777777
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From the Royal Danish Consulate,
Auckland:

Due to vacation we are unable to
issue passports from 19th of August
until 24th of September. Please
send in your passport for renewal
as soon as possible if you need it

done before the 25th of September.
Thank you Niels.
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WORKING BEES at Valhalla for 1988:

30 - 31 July 27 - 28 Rugust

24 - 25 September 29 - 30 October
Call Grethe to book (535-6974)

We need your help to keep Valhalla
in good shape. Niels Rasmussen

The little boy had done something very
clever and his father said: “His intelligence
must have come from me. don't you
think?"

“I suppose s0.” said the mother. “I've still
got mine.”

Bulletin
DRYSDALE. VIC.

MARKEDSHJORNET

HOUSE SITTING
Dansk familie med to bgrn p& jordom-
sejling sgger langtids "house sitting"
eller lav husleje for at spare til
turen videre. Fra 15.9.88.
Anbefalinger! Telefon 688-389.
Jgrgen.
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EBLESKIVEPANDE S@GES, gerne brugt.

samt opskrifter p8 =bleskiver.

Kontakt Stuart Holland, 19 Torlesse St.
Nelson, ph Nelson 73298.
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HUSBYTTE MAJ, JUNI & JULI 1989

Jeg skal til Danmark til 85 &rs
fgdselsdag i maj, juni og juli 89.
Er nogen interesseret i at bytte hus
eller lejlighed i Kgbenhavn med mit
dejlige 5-vzrelses hus i omegnen af
Buckland i denne periode?

Kontakt:

Mogens Pedersen, 10 Riverhill Ave
Pakuranga, Auckland
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The &4th Scandinavian Gathering in Hawkes
Bay Poletechnic, &4th & 5th March, 1989,
are continuing the planning. Are you
planning to be there?

We have received a sample T-shirt with
the gathering mascot "Lovable Leif".
They sell for 20.- adult sizes
(small/medium/large/x-large) and

14.50 children's sizes (4/8/12years).
See the T-shirt in the club, order on
the orderform on the board or ring Rita.

YOUTH CLUB NEWS:

The youthclub went skating in Glen Innes
on the 17th of July and had a very nice
time.

The 7th of August the youth club will
help arrange a Bingo afternoon in the
Hall. Show up and support our young
members |
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DOES IT HELP TO WRITE THE DANISH
SOCIETY's NEWS MAGAZINE?

Of course it does! Do you remember
Kirsten Jensen from Denmark, who
wrote looking for Magdalene Hoskin?
Sigrid Christensen informs me, that
they found Hoskin's son and a nephew
and they are now corresponding with
the Danish side of the family.

Thank you Sigrid!

“My boy friend is a writer.” said the
voung lady to her girl friend. '

“Has he sold anything yet?”

“He sure has. All my jewellerv!”









