








"OUR LOVE-AFFAIR WITH DENMARK" by Professor Forrest Scott 
PART TWO. 

The next part of the story gets rather complicated. At the 
age of 18, I went to Cambridge University to "read" English 
language and literature and found that one of the ehoices 
was "Anglo-Saxon and Early Norse"; I had reasons for wanting 
to study both of these - Anglo -Saxon beeause of Hartlepool, 
and Norae beeause of Denmark. I found Early Norse more 
diffieult than Danish, even though a thousand years ago 
"donsk tunga" was a general name for the Scandinavian 
languages. However, the linka were still visible. One member 
of the Anglo- Saxon class was a young student from 
Copenhagen, called Dr Poul Christophersen - a pupil o f the 
famous Otto Jespersen. Later he became well known as a 
tea cher of English to second-language students, espeeially 
in West Africa and Norway. 

I hadn't read mueh Norse at that stage. but when I 
returned to Cambridge atter my discharge from the Royal 
Navv. lenlarged my knowledge af Norse and studied courses 
in Old Seandinavian history, literature, folk-lore and 
archæology. As is well known, most of that history and 
literature was written by Icelanders. Af ter my first degree, 
I wrote my master's .thesis, which was a biography of an 
English earl who was the son af ane of Knud den Store's 
knights. For that I had to read some books in Danish. Af ter 
that, I thought I wauld like to study old Scandinavian 
literature further, and I ehose to edit one of the Icelandie 
sagas - aetually one af the longest ones. I had no ide a how 
long that lightly-entered-into venture was to take me. 

You see, to edit a pieee of literature properly, you 
have to get at the earliest sources of it - the author's 
handwriting or early printed editions. or. in the days 
befare printing, manuseripts written by professional 
seribes. usually on vellum (ealfskinJ or parchment 

. (sheepskin). In mediævalIeeland it was mainly the skins of 
what in New Zealand are ealled 'bobby calves' that were used 
as writing material. When I started work, in the fif ties, 
most of the Ieelandie saga manuscripts were in Copenhagen, 
some in the Kongelige Bibliotek, but most like the chief 
manuseripts of the saga I was interested in, in the 
colleetion housed in the Univers it y Library that had 
belonged to an Icelander, Arni Magnusson , who was a 
University professor in Copenhagen. This was in the 18th 
century, when Icelandie fortunes were in most respeets at a 
low ebb. Arni was a great eollector of Icelandie material, 
in both book and handwritten form, and, as he feared that 
valuable Icelandie records might be lost for ever, he 
colleeted as many as possibie into his own library. He died 
shortly af ter the Great Fire af 1728. having willed his 
manuscripts to "KJ!Sbenhavns Universitet". 

Hardly surprisingly, most Danes and Icelanders see the 
eonsequenees of this event from rather different points of 
view, but perhaps I could eome to the erux of the matter by 
saying that with the establishment of the Univers it y of 
Ieeland in the twentieth eentury, there was at least a good 
case for the return a f manuscripts to Iceland. I think the 
scholar Sigurdhur Nordal, who was for a number of years 
Ieeland's ambassador in Copenhagen, put thi s werl when he 
said that, unlike most European eountries . Iceland had very 
few mediæval cultural treasures, such as cathedrais, easties 
or archæologieal sites. But it did have its very own 
manuscripts, whether of original Icelandie composition, or 
in Icelandie translation . relies af a long established love 

:of literature, and thess Nordal eompared with the ewe lamb. 

King Christian X 
and Prince Knud 

visits the 
jamboree in 
Ermelunden 

(pictur9s by 
Forrest Scott) 
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the one treasured possession a f the poor man in the story 
from the Second Baok af Samuel, IChapter 12, verse 3) . 

Most af the undoubted rancour of the fif ties and early 
sixties had to do with the political terms under which the 
transfer might be done. Well, in the mid-sixties the 
Folketing voted that a commlssion be set up to arrange the 
return af most af the manuscripts. though thase which were 
more concerned with Europa than lealand wera to remain. It I 
understand the matter rightly, the work af that commission 
has almast finished . No rancour now remains. Even when this 
"varm kartoffel" was at its hottest, scholars usually had 
little difficulty (apart from dalays af sea transport), in 
borrowing manuscripts within the Scandinavian libraries. 
This is still to a small extent done. but in these davs o f 
improved photography, especiaily ultraviolet photography, 
such loans are rare. I myself have had occasion to be 
grateful to the Arnamagnæan Institute in Reykjavik for the 
opportun it y to use several o f their precious manuscripts in 
th~ sister Institute in Copenhagen, now on the Amager campus 
of the University. For, as Isaid, when I beg an work on 
"EyrbY8aja Saga" most of the necBssary manuscripts were in 
Copenhagen. And that is the main reason why my work i s being 
publ ished in Copenhagen, by Den Arnamagnæanske Kommission, 
and why l, and my family, have over the years paid many 
vis its to what is the homeland of most of the members of our 
Society. For many years these visits were from England 
(Sheffield) to Denmark: af ter I moved t o Auckland, as 
Professor of English Language, in 196~, thoae journey~ to 
Denmark and back became rather longer. 

There are parallels between Iceland and New Zealand, 
not only because of the volcaoQes and glaciers and geysers 
(a word taken from an Icelandic place- name), but because 
b oth are countries of settiers who remember their original 
home , the circumstances o f their arrival, and the events of 
their early years. In New Zealand this applies to Maori and 
Pakeha, not least to the Danish settiers o f Hawkes Bay and 
elsewhere and in Iceland t o the settiers mostly from Norway, 
but also from other parts of Scandinavia and from the 
British Isles . 

"Eyrbygg ja Saga" is the history of the early 
generations of such settIers in a district on the west coast 
o f Iceland, together with their customs, religious practices 
(ineluding conversion to Christianit y in 1000 A. D. J, their 
quarrels, love affairs and batties, and not least their 
ghost stories. Just why many Icelanders ef the Middle Ages, 
especiaily the period ca. 1175 - 1325, produced writing of 
international standard concerning what is now usefully 
ca lled "the human condition" it is not easy to sav. It 
certainlv has to do with a love o f language, perhaps 
f ostered by a long tradition of public speaking in connexion 
with the framing and promulgation of laws, and the business 
o f lawcourts. where the exact wording could mean a 
difference between gui It and innocence . It aIso has 
something to do with a stage of oral literature, the exact 
nature and extent of which is still in dispute . I think what 
is really remarkable, though it may seem less so to 
present-day readers t is that most of the mediæval Icelandie 
literature was in "prose". Many cultures have traditional 
literature in versa; formal literature in prose is rarer, 
and by no means as obvious a development from ordinary 
speech as might be at first sight supposed. One nation which 
does. however, have an ancient prose literature is Ire land, 
a nd there may pos sib ly have corna about a combination of the 
practical ability o f the Norsemen (apparent in Normandy and 

Travlhed 
»Jeg har så travlt dag - for morgen kommer mm 
hjemmehjælper.! 

Sagde Einstein virkelig det? 
»Hvad går Einsteins relativitets-teori egentlig ud på1 

»Jo, det er noget med. at fi re uger på Hawaii går 
hunigere end fire uger i Herstedvester. .. « 

. .. / 3 

Jann i Spies snød hele den 
dyneløftende del af uge· og 
dagspressen, da hun på et 
hastigt indkaldt pressemøde 
bekendtgjorde, ~t hun 20. 
august gifter sig med den 
45·årige advokat Christian 
Kjær, der er medejer afF.L. 
Smidth. Ugepressen, der 
har a nsat særlige Janni Spi­
es-medarbejdere , var gan· 
ske uforberedt på årets a ili· 
ance , der også blev nævnt 
som en af topnyhederne i 
TV·avisen. Den 25·årige 
enke efter Simon Spies har 
også kun kendt sin udkårne 
i tre måneder, og forlovelsen 
fandt sted i Cannes i sidste 
weekend. Hverken J anni 
Spies- eller Christian Kjær 
har taget hinanden for pen· 
genes skyld. Den kommende 
brud sidder solidt på Spies­
koncernens pengetank, og 
brudgommen siges i er· 
hvervskredse at have en 
personlig formue på flere 
hundrede millioner krone .. . 

Janni Spies - skal giftes til 
august. .. 

Nu har p:g .... ære t ansat her i femog tredi · 
ve år . o g endnu e r de r lO gen . som ka n 
I,ese mIn un de rsk rlf l 
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En.land as well as Scandinavia). and the artistic gifts of 
the Irish and Seats. for it is estimated that a noticeable 
proportion o f the early population of Iceland (ca 15%1) was 
derived from the Celtic areas of the British lalea. 

~I 
So in pursuit of the doinøs of "Eyrbyggja Saga" my wite 

and family and I must have spant about twenty per iod s in 
Danmark, the loogest nine months; onea in recent years I W8S 
helped by a grant from the Danish Humanities Research 
Foundation. The Univers it y of Auckland, too. has been 
generous in this respect, thoush naturaily the cost of 
family visits has involved a ,re at deal of personal input. 
We have lived, in varyins conditions, in many parts of the 
Danish capital and its environs: Holte. Søller,d. S~borg . 
Farum. Islev and Hellerup, as well as surviving a spell in 
Gr_njords Kollegium, AmaKer . I myself have also spen t 
periods in Studenterg.!rden and in various "pensioner" and 
"Missionshotellerll. I have heard the nishtingale in the 
woods of Kongens Lyngby and rowed the family across FureSØ 
from Holte to Jatgersborg . At the police auction of "fundne 
saKer" we bought bicycles (one of which was called 
Slejpnerl) and on them or on other bikes we have ridden 
moderate ly lona distances. And we have twice attended 
Christrnas service in the twelfth century parish church at 
Farum. 

"Nor rhar one 
pressuref" 

Thors my blood 

Over the years we have met and enjoyed the company of 
many Danas . Parhaps our closast friendship is with a doctor 
(and his wife), whom I first met (in Det Muntre Hus in 
Tivolil) when ha was a madicai student. I attended their 
weddina in Horsens in 1962 and Helen and I halped to 
celebrate their "sølvbryllup" in Norsminde Kro in Jylland 
just a year aso. Their daughter Hanne is my goddaughteri 
their son Jacob has been here to stay with us. 

Perhaps you can now understand how pleased we are to be 
able to attend. in what is now our home town, the meetings 
of Den Danske Forenina: to enjoy its Family Dinners, to 
dance at its "Folkedans" eveninis, with their s ubsequent 
supper and sin&ing, to take our grandchildren to its 
Christinas party. - and oh, yes, nowadays - to par-ticipate in 
its "Unge over tres". 

(Our sincere thanks to Forrest Scott for thi s very 
interesting article . We are pleaselto have you and Helen 
arnong our mernbersl Rita.) 

I(ing 
(~ hristian IV 

Only II YUni old whea 
crowned four centurles ago in 
1588, King Christian IV of 
Denmark was li larker than lire 
fiKure wUh a dlsastrou$ hack ur 
furlune In war. He Idl Ihe 0111' 

(juli il legaey uf fine bulldings 
domlnatluk the Danbh upllal 
lo Ihls dlllY. 

King Christit1ll IV n:mains 
tlle mo~t imposing, and the 
most visibll: o f the manarchs 
who have graced the D anish 
Throne . Bo m in 1577, Ile re­
ignt!d fo r 60 years , and died in 
1648. II was a pe riod in ..... hh.:h 
Iht! fo rtunes o f the nation suf­
fe red in tht! sho rt term , both 
UR the bau lefield a nd in eco­
nomi, te rms. But Chris tian IV 
cast tile mould thai m'lI!..:: 
Cope nhagcn the gruccful city 
of today. and gave his unsting­
ing suppor! to the arts. 

The quadrieelllennial has 
been ehosen as the suhjecI af 
the COllll cil of EI/rupt·'s J!ith 
ex!ribitio /l , and 191:11:1 ..... ill be 
one of the biggest ecldllut iulls 
a f royally the country has ever 
willles~..:d , and arltreasu rcs 
and andaets ha\'e b.:..:n 
bmughl ha..:k Io D..:nln:Jrk 
fr"m ":lIl1":dium . .. II ovcr Ih..: 
..... o rld fur the oC"::Jsion . 

1'1 .. , O,<l,!:,)I/ Sp"<, ",r Ih<, v/J SI",·I,. 
t: "/ulII,!:<' b"il.lill,!: /1/ Cup<'Ilh<lS"" 

M USI(: , Ilterature , pamting . 
a ll enjoyed Ihe support u f the 
King, but he is remembe red 
most for his buildings, Even 
during th t: latter pari uf his re­
ign the bui kling continued , a1-
tho ugh the count ry 's fin anees 
tet:lered o n the b rink a f caIas­
Irophe . 

Perhaps the grandest memo­
rial buH I by this king was Fre­
deriksborg Palace al Hiller16d , 
no rlh o f Cope nhage n , with ils 
lush deco ra tion and the mag­
nifice nt sile , bui It in a neal 
smalllake ..... here il fo rms a 
backdrop IO ti rapidly-gro ..... ing 
business centre . Considerably 
smalle r is Ilte Rosenborg Pal­
aee in Cupc nhagen , Ihe King's 
own favouril e work , and Ihe 
building in which he chose IO 
die . 

Cape nhagen 's Ruund 
Tower , built as a ll observa­
tory, survivcs as docs Ihe old 
Slod Exchange building 
" Børsen" wilh ils spire fo rmed 
o f the inte nwincd tails uf four 
dragons. Bul the killg's in ter· 
clo lS went beyand purd y 
mllnumenl al buildings, and 
Nyboder, built as a se ries o f 
lo..:mi-d..:tadlcd ho u::.cs fo r 
Dani ~h Na\'y pelson nd and 
their farllilic~ , wa~ an in nova­
ti lln in ho usi ng . 

Musica l life f1ouri~hed dur­
ing th ... 6O-yea r reign , ":Ilcour · 

ageJ by a mill.lurc: o f Danish 
and fordgn musicians, and Ih..:: 
q uadricentennial inspircd n..:w 
research into this side o f 
Danish lite . Foreign mu ~ ic i ans 
like John Dowlalld , Me lchio r 
SchihJt and lIeinri..:h Schiit z, 
and Danes likc: Mogens Ped ­
ers.,n, Mdehio r 80rchgre. 
vinck and Hans Nidsen 
hdped Io make Copc:nhagen u 
famous musical centre al the 
time . 

A number uf editions a f thi lo 
music have been published , 
and compacl disc recordings a f 
pcrformances huve been is­
sued IO mark the anniversary , 
through co ll aboralion betwcen 
tht: Chrislian IV Commiltec:, 
the Institule o f Music at 
Cupenhagen Universily , the 
music publishers Engstrøm & 

Sødring and a recording COUl ' 

pany . G rammoCo ne AB BI$ . 
During the period oC the ede· 
bra tio R, some o f this musk 
will be p..: rformcd a l conCo.: rl S, 
anJ a numhe r of lccturc::s ..... ill 
ahu bc held . 

fI.·lore than J.UUt! af the 
King') lell ers have ~urviv..:d 
adding detai l to Ih ..: hi ~ l ur i ..: 
ol/tl ine uf a Renuissa nee mo n· 
ardL whu )ireu {wc::r a ~C\Jro.: of 
(hild ren , indl/Jing a duzen in 
Il years wit h hi) ma rgall:Ju,,: 
wlte , Kirlolc ll Munk . II ..: (Iluld 
,)Ider a bri..:k laycr i m pri~ull..:d 

in one leila, bcca u~e hi ~ job 
had lia t bee n complc t..:d o n 
rime go into eX(IUdaling de­
tai l ahmrt the ( lif..: and 
dlllhing \)f hi .. ( hil,hcn Hl Hn ­

mh..:r, and in yet alllJ th.:r 
old.: r till,: ..:.ln ~ trtLc t i\ln o l a 
Ir ': lI - huu~e iH th.: ground~ ul 
h i ~ palaee b ... ..:au~c lOU II1 lrny 
h..:n ~ dicJ .... hcn pLlLlltry Wlr ~ 
kepi Ul Ih..: pala~''': c..:ll al ~ _ 



mE LEITERBOX 
P.O. 8<Jx 8709 
Auckland , I 

"Mig og Charlie" 

Thank you for the film evening arranged 
by the Danish Society. 
It was a worth while film about youth in 
Denmark today - and it was subject for 
interesting discussions at the coffee 
afterwards ; We are pleased that the 
committee takes the troubl e af arrang ing 
this kind af fi lmevenings for u s. 
Kirsten Ho !zmann . 

___ 00000 _ _ _ 00000 00000 _ _ _ 

SMOKING at MEETINGS -
One mat ter I would like to bring up for 
discussion is smoking ! Could we h ave a 
vote an smoking during the meetings in 
the Danish Society befare t h e nex"t 

. A.G.M.? I r ealize that it will he 
difficult for people to abstain from 
s moking d uring parties - but what about 
the other meetingS? 
"One who suffers" 
(The writer a f above letter in known by 
the editor) 

WHAT 00 YOU FEEL??????? 

--00000- ----00000-----00000- -

From the Royal Danish Consulate, 
Auckland: 
Due to vacation we are unable to 
issue pas sports from 19th of August 
until 2~th of September. Please 
send in your passport for renewal 
as soon as possibie if you need it 
done befare the 25 th o f September. 
Thank you Niels . 

--00000-- ---00000 -----00000--

WORKI NG BEES at Valhalla for 1988: 
30 - 31 July 27 - 28 August 
2~ - 25 September 29 - 30 October 
Call Grethe to bo ok (535-697~) 

We need your he l p to keep Valhalla 
in good shape. Niels Rasmussen 

The little boy had done somelhing very 
cJever and his falher said: "His intelligence 
musl have comc from mc. don 'I yOll 
thinkT 

.. , SllP["IOSC so," sa id the mother . ·-rve still 
got mine:' 

BulIf'Ur> 

ORYSOALE. VIC. 

MARKEDSHJØRNET 
HOUSE SITTING 

Dansk familie med to børn pA jordom­
sejling søger langtids "house sittingIt 
eller lav husleje for at spare til 
turen videre. Fra 15 . 9 . 88 . 
Anbefalinger I Telefon 688-389. 

Jplrgen . 

--00000-----00000-----00000--

ÆBLESKIVEPANDE SØGES, gerne brugt. 
samt opskrifter pA æbleskiver. 
Kontakt Stuart Holland, 19 Torlesse St. 
Nelson, ph Nelson 73298. 

--00000- ----00000-----00000--

HUS BYTTE MAJ, JUNI & JULI 1989 

Jeg skal til Danmark til 85 !rs 
fødselsdag i maj, juni og juli 89. 
Er nogen interesseret i at bytte hus 
eller lejlighed i KØbenhavn med mit 
dejlige S-værelses hus i omegnen af 
Auckland i denne periode? 
Kontakt: 
Mogens Pedersen, 10 Riverhill Ave 
Pakuranga, Auckland 

--00000-----00000- ----00000--

The ~th Scandinavian Gathering in Hawkes 
Bay Poletechnic, ~th & 5th March, 1989, 
are continuing the planning. Are you 
planning to be thara? 
We have received a sample T-shirt with 
the gathering mascot "Lovable Leif" . 
They sell for 20 .- adult sizes 
(small / medium/large / x-largel and 
14.50 children's sizes (~ / 8 / 12years) . 
See the T-shirt in the club, order on 
the arderform on the board or ring Rita. 

--00000- - - --00000- ----00000--

YOUTH CLUB NEWS: 
The youthclub went skating in Glen Innes 
on the 17th of July and had a very nice 
time. 
The 7th of August the youth club will 
help arrange a Bingo afternoon in the 
Hall. Show up and support our young 
memberst 

--00000-----00000-----00000-­

OOES I T HELP TO WRITE THE Dl\NISH 
SOCIETY' s NEWS MAGAZINE? 
af course it doesl Do you remember 
Kirsten Jensen from Denmark, who 
wrote looking for Magdalene Roskin? 
Sigrid Christensen in forms me, that 
they found Hoskin's son and a nephew 
and they are now corresponding with 
the Danish side of the family. 
Thank you Sigrid1 

"My boy fr iend is a writer." said thc 
young lady to her girl friend . 

"Has he sold anything ye tT 
"Hc sure has. All my jcwcllcr y ~·· 
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Ouring the absence ef our editor overseas , 

Just a quiek flyer to keep you up todate w! th 

wath yo ur societ y have arranged for its members 

over the ne x t month ar so . 

PARTY PARTY PARTY 

The ne xt part y wi I l be he ld on 

the 1st Oet . in th~ VIKING HALL, 

starting at 6 . 30pm. 

·The theme for the night will 
be the 

ROARING TWENTIES 
so break 

out those old SPATS and FLAPPERS . 

There will be prize s for the 
BEST I N THEME . 

The music f o r the evening will 

be provied by the 

CHICAGO JAZZMENc ombo, 

and as an y bo d y at the ball,or the 

la st part y ,ean t e l I you, THE Y ARE 

GOOD. 

What ean I tell yo u ab o ut the 

food,only that it wi 1 1 be up to eur 

usa l hi g h standard of SMØRREBRØD . 

In keeping with Dur poli ey a f 

letting our member s ha v e first 

c hance at th es e great events, book-· 

i ngs wi 1 l be accepted f o r MEHeERS 

unti J 1 the 12th Sep t. and then f or 

mem be rs friends unti 1 l bookings are 

f u I I . 

Bo ok ings can be be made w ith 

LISE EL OWSSON Ph 568 183. 

PARTY PARTY PARTY 

The bar wi II be o pen f o r dr i nks 

and the kitehen will provide the 

foad, gaod times are B . Y.O. 

cost7 

And how mueh wi II a II thi s 

Only 

MEHBERS $20 . 00 

NON - MEMBER S $25 . 00 

YOUTH CLUB YO UTH CLUB 

The Youth Club is 90in9 to hold 

a elub wee ke nd at VALHALLA o n the 

7th to the 9th o f Oet ob er . 

Any ane interested ar who would 

1 ike mor e informart ion ean contact 

Sve nd and Christina J e ns e n by p hone ­

ing HBC(0942) 40 6 42 . 

;,~t '. 

"71101 looh fiffe . . , NolV '"m ,he healing 
dOlVn IO lem!" 



NEWS FLASH NEWS FLASH 

For all those people who have 

been unable to get a booking for 

VALHALLA we have it on good authority 

that there are three weekends free in 

Sept. 
They are the weekends starting 

the 2nd, the 9th and the 16th . 

Bookings can be made with 

Grethe Rasmussen Ph 535-6974. 

Part of the reason that we ean 

have the use of faci 1 ities I ike 

VALHALLA i s the good job done by the 

VALHALLA committe organising the 

working bees . 

The next one of which is going 

to be held on the 24th and 25th of 

Sept. 

So il' you can help let 

Niels Rasmussen (478-6792) or 

John Barret (436-142)know . 

FOLK DANCING 

Our monthly meetings are sti I 1 

held on the 2nd Tuesday of each 

month in the VIKING HALL starting 

at 7.30pm. 

We do some dancing and finsh 

with coffe and folk slnging. 

Our September meetin,to be held 

o n the 13th. wi 11 be another chance 

for those who have costumes to wear 

them. 

I~I~ 

"I le s /lot goillg out . . . Not even (o be 
I)'nched'" 

VANISK FILMS VANISK FILMS 

As mentioned in the last magazine 

we have rented two Oanish films. 

Unfortunatly the 'VI ER ALLESAMMEN 

TOSSEOE'was not avaible,but we were able 

to get SOLSTIK, which also stars DIRCH 

PASSER, as areplacement . 

The other movie is still 'VE FEM 
AAR' as advertised. 

To try and give as man y people as 

possibIe the opportunt y to see these 

fi Ims, we have arranged for two scree n 

lngs of each movie . 

Frida y 2nd. 7pm. VE FEM AAR 

Sunday 4th. 3pm. VE FEM AAR 

Friday 16th. 7pm. SOLSTIK 

Sunday 18th. 3pm. SOLSTIK 

The bar wi l I be open for refre s h ­

ment and there wi I 1 be no charge f or 

the screenings. 

To try and keep down the workload 

on the committe we wi I I not be provide­

lng coffe, but y ou are welcome to bring 

a thermos or use the k i tchen to make 

your own. 


