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Preface

When a Danish society today considers itself able to
publish this small club magazine, it is primarily due to the
interest of the members (as well as a large part of the non-
members) in the association.

Since the Danish society in Auckland, approximately 3
years ago started our BUILDING FUND, a purpose has arisen
for it. At that time the only purpose was social gatherings, but
today the intention is to have a Danish house and the means for
social gatherings. A cursory glance at the amount collected for
the building fund’s initial capital shows that there is great
interest in the Danish society in Auckland and its lofty goals.

The society was registered a year ago under the name:
The Danish Society, Incorporated, and has its printed rules and
statutes, with a total of 22 paragraphs. The committee believes
that in this way it has protected the members’ interests and
investments in the society in the best possible way, and at the
same time has established the society more securely into the
future.

With the society’s name publicly recognised, opportunities
have also opened up so that local authorities will turn to us as
the authority for local Danes and where, for example, Danish
immigrants and visitors need the attention of the New Zealand
authorities.

Many will probably think that this is not a matter for the
Danish society, and rightly so. Here the Danish vice-consulate
in Auckland should do its part. But unfortunately none of the
people employed in the consulate can speak or understand
Danish and many newly arrived Danes speak quite poor
English, so in the few cases where the vice-consulate agrees to
help, it is like “colossus on feet of clay”. There have even been
cases where the vice-consulate proved quite uninterested in
providing help, such as recently when a young Danish emigrant
was killed in a motorcycle accident here in Auckland. The local
police got in touch with the Danish society and asked for our
assistance, as the consulate here was very dismissive of the



situation and did not want to be involved in this case. We willingly
helped the police to find the address of the deceased's parents in
Denmark, so that a telegram about the accident could be sent
immediately, as well as informing them of the details of the case,
so that the parents had the opportunity to assess in broad terms
what had happened to their son here.

Similar tasks arise daily to yearly for the Danish society,
and this can be taken as sure proof that there is, and increasingly
will be, a need for The Danish Society, Inc., in Auckland. We know
today that a large number of newly arrived Danish immigrants
here in New Zealand settle in Auckland, around Auckland and
mainly on the North Island, and the society receives visits from
several Danish residents around the country.

The committee therefore believes that a publication such as
this small news magazine will form a useful contact between it
and the members as well as all those interested in Danish.
Experience shows that far too few of the society's members and
friends have a closer understanding of what is going on beyond
what can be seen by anyone at our festive gatherings, on which
occasions no breathing room is left for discussions of the society's
affairs. Those who come to the annual general meeting therefore
do not have much background to discuss the society's problems.
It is therefore the committee's hope that this small club magazine
will be of benefit, joy and information to all the society's members,
friends and interested parties, and that it will act as a faithful
organ for the society's future committees in their efforts to build
A DANISH HOUSE.

Auckland  October 1959
S. A. Marquart,

President.
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Building fund

At an extraordinary general meeting on 13 April 1957, the
Danish society established its building fund.

The purpose of the Danish society’s building fund is to
collect and save funds through voluntary contributions, raffles or
other measures, in order to thereby create a basic capital for the
purchase or construction of a Danish house, which must contain
the premises required for both own use and for rental.

The general meeting elected three members to the fund’s
committee, Georg Madsen, chairman, Niels Kyed, treasurer, and
Chr. Nissen as secretary.

At the general meeting, it was agreed that the fund’s
committee had Carte Blanche to solve the task on their own and
that they are solely responsible to the general meeting, that
funds received are deposited into a state-guaranteed account
and should The Danish Society cease to exist, the fund’s assets
must be handed over to the Danish consulate-general in
Wellington, and remain in its custody until the society is started
again.

The fund’s moneys can only be transferred to the club in
the form of a house or real estate and can never be used for
purposes other than those for which they were donated or
collected.

This is broadly the funds purpose, which was adopted at
the founding general meeting.

At last year's general meeting, Georg Madsen stepped
down from the fund’s committee due to illness, Borge Kirk was
elected as chairman in his place. - At the same time, the general
meeting decided that the fund's committee should be
incorporated into the club’s committee in order to promote a
more intimate collaboration.

In the almost three years that the building fund has
existed, more than 600 £ has been received to date through
donations, raffels and other means.

With this small statement about the fund’s purpose, work
and financial position, I hope not only to have answered any
questions, but to have given someone who reads this statement
faith that the club will succeed in the foreseeable future in
reaching the goal of the club's and the fund’s efforts, our own
Danish house.

I would also like to make an urgent request to everyone to
support the building fund's committee in its work by lending us
a hand in our efforts to obtain the necessary capital.

An old saying goes: A wasted opportunity and a spent life
never comes back. You now have an excellent opportunity to give
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the fund a helping hand, either in the form of cash or things that
can be auctioned off.

Chr. Nissen
Sect. for the building fund.

Folkdansing Club

Approximately 2 years ago, Berge Kirk started holding
an “open house” for the young every Wednesday evening.
These evenings developed into folk dance evenings with an
instructor, although that later stopped. Barge Kirk gave the
young people materials for a dance floor, which could be laid
out on the lawn in the summer, so that the dance could take
place in the open air.

The folk dance club has performed several times, for
example at the Auckland Birthday Carnival in 1959 at
Western Springs, the Red Cross’s 100th anniversary in the
Town Hall, at the opening of Auckland's new harbor bridge
and the Amateur Theater Competition, as well as performing
for several smaller organizations.

Several of the young people have sewn the folk dance
costumes themselves, but the club also has 3-4 men’s
costumes on hand for performances. Excursions to Rotorua
and a ski trip to the Chateau have also been organized within
the club. These trips were extremely successful, and the club
hopes that from time to time there will still be occasion and
interest for more.

The folk dance club will also take the opportunity here
to welcome this small member's magazine among us, and
since we have been given a place for announcements and the
like, we hope that we all get joy and benefit from these news
pages.

Finally, we would like to point out that there is still an

“open house” every Wednesday evening at Berge Kirk,
Queens Rd., Panmure, and hope through this to get many
more young people to meet for these fun evenings.

The Folk Dancers.



Party on 26. Sept. 1959

The society’s last party, on 26 Sept. 1959 was a great
success. For the Danes who did not take part in the party, we
can tell you that over 200 took part.

The party was arranged as usual with smerrebred, but
this time had extra attractions such as roast duck and
chicken. There was plenty of “smoked eel” as the committee’s
fishing trip the week before had been extremely successful.
41 lovely eels were caught. Niels Kyed and Chr. Nissen, who
had a whole day's work smoking the eels, said that it was
done with “feeling”.

During the evening the building fund had a successful
event. Four hundred “Lucky” envelopes with a prize in each
were quickly sold out and gave the building fund an extra
little push in the right direction.

There was entertainment by a team of “Samoan Dancers”
who showed us some really interesting native dances.
Furthermore, “Miss Chalotte” danced a graceful dance in
subdued lighting.

Probably the most successful party the society has had
yet.

Let’s think kindly of the ladies who made sure we got the
lovely food. Anyway 1600 pieces of smoerrebred is a lot.

Editor

Film Evening

Held on 1 Nov. was well visited. It was one of the society’s
smaller parties, but one of those entertainment evenings where we
would like to see many more Danes gathered.

Two lovely travel films were shown, which were absolutely
worth watching, and the children thoroughly enjoyed the funny
short films.

During the coffee, 10-year-old Karen Fernandez danced a few
interesting dances. Afterwards, the little dancer was presented
with both chocolate and flowers as a thank you for displaying the
grace of ballet.

It was a lovely evening, come and join us next time the society
calls.

Editor



Notices

Unfortunately, we have had to lose one of the committee
members, Tony Larsen. Tony has traveled “overseas”.
However, we wish Tony the best of luck and thank him for a job
well done for the Danish society.

Notices for the next issue, which will be published in
January 1960, must reach the editors before 15 December
1959.

The society’s files could be in better order, the fault is not
the committee’s but the member’s. After each issue is sent out
we get a number back where the address has been incorrect.
Send the secretary a few words if your address has changed or
1is incomplete.

If you know Danes who are not receiving our
correspondence, let us know, we will be grateful for this help as
well.

Secr.

As you have probably already noticed, it has not been
possible to obtain the Danish letters “ae” and “oe”. The editors
will do everything possible to correct this, but we cannot give
any guarantee that it will be possible.

Editor.

We take this opportunity to introduce the committee
which consists of the following:

SV. MARQUART, 33 Tiverton Rd., Avondale. Chairman.
A. LARSEN 420 Panama Rd., S.E.7. Secretary.

SV. HANSEN, 24 Belmont Terr., Milford. Treasurer.

B. KIRK, Queens Rd., Panmure.

CHR. NISSEN, 18 Lloyd Ave., Mt. Albert.

NIELS KYED, 50 Parker Ave., New Lynn.

K. KRISTENSEN, 55 Carlton St., Hillsborough.

K. WINTER, 204 Godley Rd., Titirangi.

@ The committee wishes all Danes a MERRY
CHRISTMAS AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR, and
thanks you for the interest that has been shown in the
society’s work in the past year.

If we were to come up with a New Year's wish, it
would have to be to see the society's continued progress
and “THE DANISH HOUSE” even closer to its
realization. The Committee. QS
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From the Editor

With the publication of the 1st issue of this magazine, the
Danish society in Auckland has once again passed a milestone
in its history. This milestone is probably one of the most
daring, as we are aware that the magazine will be strongly
criticised, we are not really sorry for the criticism, just that it
will find its way to the editors, because only in that way can
we find out, what Danes living here would like to find in the
columns of this little magazine, after which, based on the
framework the committee of the Danish society has laid down,
we can bring what is of most interest.

The editors would also like to bring news such as “round”
birthdays and other family events in the magazine. It will be
a bit difficult without your help. We can’t possibly find all
these “days” ourselves, so if you know something, write a few
words to the editors. Even if you think others have already let
the editor know, send a few words anyway.

The back page will be reserved for the program for the
society’s activities, and the society will not in the future send
out the invitations that you are otherwise used to receiving
regarding parties and gatherings, so we ask you please, when
you receive this magazine, to note the advertised functions on
your calendar, or save the magazine and keep up to date with
the events.

We would also like to open the magazine’s columns to all
Danes, and it is our hope that this offer will be used, but we
would like to inform you that the editors reserve the right to
change and shorten submitted articles, and that they have no
obligation to to publish what they receive.

Thanks in advance for your help. Editor

The Treasurer announces

Members’ attention is drawn to payment of the annual
subscription for 1959/60, which 1s 10/.

Renewal of the membership card can be done at the

nearest committee member or to the treasurer
Sv. A. Hansen, 24 Belmont Terrace, Milford. Tel. 76-526



CHRISTMAS PARTY

will be held on Saturday 12 December 1959 at Edendale
School Hall, 419 Sandringham Rd. at 7.30 precisely.
We invite parents with children, as well as friends and
acquaintances to the Danish Christmas tree.
Programme: Distribution of goodies etc.
Dance around Christmas tree. Shared coffee table.
Carols and Christmas games. Dance.
Remember: Registration of children must be done no later
than Sat. 5 Dec. and can be done to the following tel. No.:

87-496 Sv. Marquart 76-526 Sv. Hansen

52-882 K. Kristensen 577-484 B. Kirk.

Price: Members 3/- Non-Mbr. 4/6
Members’ children free Non-Mbr. children 2/6.

No advertising of the Christmas party is really necessary,
but we still point out that this year we have a much bigger
hall than last year, so bring your friends and acquaintances.

OUTING

The annual outing will probably be held in March, 1960.
The time and place has not yet been determined at this time,
so more detailed information will be given later.

For the Danes who did not participate last year, we can
say that they missed a lovely day together with other Danes.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

which will be held at the end of March 1960 has not been
settled yet, but this announcement may serve to animate the
members already now to prepare for this very important part
of the society’s work. There will be interesting things to
discuss, so even if you do not wish to be elected to the
committee, come anyway and help the committee and the
society by expressing your opinions.

CONTI N E NTAL Our special factory for window frames

in ceder and totara deliver to you the

PRODUCTS frames clean cut and planed, ready for
mounting in the sill.
LTD.

*
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Editor: A. Larsen. 420 Panama Rd., Auckland, S. E. 7.



