THE FREE DANES DMIEATIDH IN NEW ZEALAND (1942-46)

From the Dansk Samvirke" came a request for a SBummary of the activities of the
Free Danes Movement, and we are pleased to record their activities although we
redlise that in New Zealand the Danes are few in numbor and scattered throughout
the Dominion, therefore our effort must of neococssity seem very small comparéd
with the Home Front's great fight and sacrifice during the occupations Yet in spite
of our small number and limited opportunities, we were fired with that Danish spirit
which compels onc to fight for Truthl Lightll and Libertylil

Living in a frec country, with freedom of speech and expression, thoro was
ample scope for voicing the plight of the Danes and at the samc time giving them our
moral and material support.

A Danish patriot, Mrs Eli Dahl of Wellinpgton, listening one evoning in 1541
to the B.B.C. heard a Danish voice informing listcners to the formation of the Danish
Council in London and ocalling all Dancs tho world over to unitoc in an effort to sup-
port the Allied Nations in their fight for froodome He thon ocalled a mocking of
Danes cn February 8th, 1942 and thus was formed the Danish Association in New Zealand.
Prior to this he had corresponded with tho Danish Council in London and was in full
accord with its objectives and Policy.

In his opening spucch he pledied his support to the Free Danes Movement as
outlinod by the Councils Jn appeal to Danes for funds for a fighter plane for the
Royal New Zealand Lir Force, met with ready rospouses

Mre Christoffer Langkilde of duckland, who sinec tho occupation of Denmork,
had through the courtesy of the press rogulerly oxposcd tho Nozi Propaganda which
had filtered through, was approached by Mre Dahl and asked to act as agent for the
duckland Province. s such ho acted until June,1942, when, ut Mr. Dahl's suggestion
a meeting was called by Mr. Langkilde and a Branch was formed with tho following
Officerat=

Presidont: Mres Christoffor Langkilde
SeceTreasurors M. Poula Christic (Daughter of President)
Commitices Moseres FeOsPotorson,Niels HNiclsen,

Poul Fedorsen, We Madson, and Mrs.S8orine
Ml lers

For somo months thesec two centros worked successfully togother obtaining
inercasin; sympathy and support from Danes in all parts of New Zunland, and at the
same time earning thc admiration and respect of the goneral publics The New Zealsnd
Government, recognising our Patriotic effort, on sevorel occassions poermitted us to
broadeast Denish Progrommes and appeals. The Head Office in Wellington was now
faced with difficulty due to lack of support from committec members and provented
Mr, Dahl, whosc health was imparsd, from carrying on the work he had begun, he therc=
fore made an urgont appeal to thu Auckland Branch, asking Mr. Langkilde to take
over a8 Dominion Prosident and transforring Headquarters to ducklonde This was
duly egreed upon, Mr, Langkilde only accepting the position until such time whon a
more oxporienced man was willing to teke over. Following a meeting held in Welling-
ton on 8cptember 6th, 1942, the former Auckland Committoe officiclly bocame
Exceutive and Hoadquarters for tho Danish Association in Now Zecland, Mre Dahl
remaining as reprosentotive for tho Vellington Provinces

As the newly clocted President, Mr. Langkilde statod in his oponing speech that
the colloction of funds for a fightor planc would continue, but only as part of our
work, as, in his opinion, the moral support was of Gewe importance, stressing tho
point that the suppresscvd peoplos of Donmark would feol uplifted and cneouraged by
the knowledgoe that thoy had the backing of Danos in all parts of the worlde

Moral support wos given ir thu form of coabled mossages to the Danish Council in
London who broadeasted thom to Denmark through the Bo.B.Ce On sdugust 10th the
Exocutive Committec received a ocable from the Danish Council in London, and marked
for private information s= quote - YRegarding Policy Froo Danish movement Danish
Council reaffirms 9th Lpril mussagu vndorsed by Denish organisation froe world that
Homo Front is docisive factor Dunmerk's future, but spperont voluntary inorcased
help to Gormans in Venmark". Realising tho great importance involved in the
dooision a cablu was sent to Mr. Christmas Hgilur, Chairman of the Danish Council
in London giving our wholo~hearted support in his Policy.



