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From the'Dansk Samvirke ll came a request for a S~ary of the aotivities of the 
Free Danes Movement, and we are pleased to record their activities although we 
realise that in New Zealand the Danes are few in number and scattered throughout 
the Dominion J thorefore our effort must of necessity seem very small oompared 
with the Home Front's great fi ght and sacrifice during the occupat ion. Yet in spite 
of our small number and limited opportunities, we were fired with that Danish spirit 
which compels ono to fight for Truthl LightU and Liberty'" 

Living in a free country, with freedom of speech and expression, there was 
ample scope for voicing the plight of the Danes and at the same time giving them our 
moral and material support. 

A Danish patriot, Mr. Eli Dahl of Wellington, listening one evening in 1941 
to the B.B.C. heard a Danish voice informing listeners to the formation of the Danish 
Council in London and calling all Danes tho world over to unite in an effort to sup­
port the Allied Nat i ons in their f i ght for freedom. He then called a meeting of 
Danes on February 8th, 1942 ruld thus was formed the Danish Association in New Zealand. 
Prior to this he had oorresponded with the Danish Council in London and was in full 
accord with its objectives and Pol icy. 

In his opening speech he pledged his support to -the Free Danes Movement as 
outlined by the Council. An appeal to Danes for funds for a fighter plane for the 
Royal New Zealand Air Force, met with ready resp onse . 

Mr. Christoffer LmLgkilde of Auckland, who since the occupation of Denmark, 
had through the courtesy of the press regularly exposed the Nazi Propaganda which 
had filtered th:cough, was app:coached by Mr. Dahl and. asked to act as a gent for the 
Auckland Pro-vinee , As such he acteu.1.U1til JUl1.e ,1942 , when, at Mr. Dahl's suggestion 
a meeting was called by Mr. Langkilde and a Branch was formed with the follmving 
Officers:-

President: 
Sec .Treasurer: 
Committee a 

Mr. Christoffer Langkilde 
Mrs. Poula Christie (Daughter of President) 
Messrs. F.O.Petersen,Niels Nielsen, 
Poul Pedersen .. W. Mads 8n, and Mrs.Sorine 
Mjller. 

For some months thes e t wo centres worked successfully together obtaining 
incr-eas ing sympathy and support from Danes in all parts of' New Zealand, and at the 
same time earning the admiration and r espect of the general public. The New Zeala.nd 
Government, recognising our Pa.triotic effort , on sevel'al occassions per mitted us to 
broadoast Danish Programmes and appeals. The Head Office in Wellington was now 
faced with difficulty due to lack of support f rom cormnittee member s and prevented 
1u-, Dahl, whose health was impared , from carrying on the work he had begUn, he there­
fore made an urgent appeal to the Auckland Branch, asking Mr. Langkilde to t ake 
over as Dominion Pres ident and trrulsferring Headquarters to Auckland. This was 
duly agreed upon, Mr. Langkilde onl y accepting, the position until such t.ime when a 
more experienoed man was willing to take over. Following a rrLeeting he ld in Welling­
ton on Sept.ember 6th, 1942, the former Auckland Committee officially became 
Executive and Headquarters for the Danish Association in New Zea land, 1~. Dahl 
r emaining as r epresentative f or the Wellington Province . 

As the newly elected Pres ident , Mr. Langkilde stated in his opening speech that 
the collection of funds for a fighter plane would continue, but only as part of our 
work as in his 'opinion the moral support was of ~ importance, stressing the , , , .. 
point that the suppressed peoples of Denmark would f ee l uplifted and encouraged by 
the knowledge that they had the backing of Danes in all parts of the world. 

Moral support was given in the form of cabled messages to the Danish Council in 
London who broadcasted them to Denmark through the B.B.C. On August lOth the 
Executive Committee r eceived a cabl e from the DmLish Council in London, and marked 
for private informati on 1- quote - IIRegarding Policy Free Danish movement Danish 
Counc il reaffirms 9th April message endors ed by Danish organisation free world that 
Home Front is docisive factor Denmark's future, but appa.rent voluntary increased 
he lp to Germans in Denmark". Rea.lising the._~reat importance involved in the 
decis ion a cablo was sent t o Mr. Christmas 1¥'ller , Chairman of the Danish Council 
in London giving our whole-heartod support in his Policy. 


