
Dear ~ello~ Members, 

The first year of our aotivities has oome to ~ end, 
and, although we have had d1iZioult1es to overcome , events have 
fUlly justif ied our cleci s ion to oontinue the wor !, so ably oar­
ried out by the DD~ish As~ooiation. 

Bu1le.i ag on .;he £ou.nd.~.tion l e.id by the D!?.nlsh 
As :~:ooie.tiont the 2' . Z. Danish Sooiety i $ noi'f a uni tea. 'b ody. f/1 th 
Centres established 1.."1 Auokle-:ld, Da.nneVir1ce, P~.l!ners'ton Nort 1, 
and "!el:t1nC,)to:.l. ana. our Constitution will be p12.oec1 be:fore you 
tonight for yOt~ acloption. The BUe CG:,> ~j of our efforts ill this 
respect has been l r.rgely due to t he l1elp end e.ssisto.:J.ce renc,ered 
by our Patron, }.fr. K. I. ~s~celU:"ld, a.n.e, als o by lAr. G. R. Pe-1;er­
sen of Pnll!lerston TI or·~h. 

It ia due to the generosity of our Vlca Pre r luent 
Mr. W. Madson. that VIe now have our own home. He has :.;>rovlo.ed 
us \'11th these rooms e..t a rent that has eUii:I.b lett us to sUJlet at 
a profit whioh w1ll -payoff our overdraft t o "'lihe D(I..n2~ 1:::1 about 
tv/o years. In sdditlon, M.r. Madsen also l'rovided the security 
a.t the Ba.n1::, and -thus enabled us to ~.l1sh and. e.l ter the rooms 
to me et our re~uirements. 

We are also indebted to a few of our members who h&.ve 
~ lent us thelrovm money so as to reduce the amount of our 
overdraf t. If other members are able' end will1ng to help 1n 
a Similar mexmer, the Oommittee vdl. be very gratefQl. 

Kins Chr1stian' s b1rthdo.y was a most memorable 
occesion, af:i 1 t '/(:. g on this 26th September 'l;hat \'Ie reoei ved the 
first Vis1 t from J.[r . a.nd l1r2 . Es:::elund, Iho gret.tly endeared 
themsel vea to us a1 __ • A luncheon was held, a t "thieh Vlere pre .. 
sell't mem"vers 01 the Scandlnco.v1.an Club and prom1nent 01 t1zens. 
:t.ir. F. Anderse , pro,os ed the K1l1.g ' S health, and 1ftr. Eakelunu 
declareD, -~he Clubr.:>oms oJ;loned. In '''he avenil:l\5 a most enjoYC1·ble 
social was held. 

At the K1ug' 9 birthdey oolo'br c.t10ns 1il Palmerston 
North t our Vie Pres1Cl.ent, !Jr. W. 'adscn. Hr. K. Graae. a...""l.d I 
r epresented. Auo..kle..nd. Dan.nevirlte and -."felling-ton were a.lso 
representeil, and B most exoollent dinner an". s o01 £',1 were pro­
via.ed, \fith opportun1ty for meeting members from the var-1ou.s 
Centres. 

.Ai1. oocurreaoe ·:fh1oh provecl the v :;"lue of he.ving oUl' 
own rooms W~,~ "hen the first Danish shi"U to le o..ve D€nmar~(: sinoe 
the war erri ye d i~ Allolclend on the 24th - of Janu2..ry . i~r. W"~ 
}.{rs . Eskelund motoreCl.. from l;(ellingto~ for -the oeo£',s 10u, o.nd : ,<,i. 
s. small llar'i;y out to the Stre&m to greet the n Selandiall 

• 1trs. 
Eslcel\L.'ld handed Ce,:pt Cl.1n p. Sorensen a spray of roses, and the 
ge..lJ..~.nt Capts.in aske d our paT'~y to join him at breakf'ast. His 
Worship the ayor, Mr. J. A. C. Allum. C.B. E., tendered a. civio 
recept10n to Captain Sorensen in the i!~,yor' s n oom at -bhe Town 
Hall. H1s Worship the Mayor, Mr. end {r~ . EslcolWld, and a 
number of our members afterVlards joined Captain Soronsen for 
lunoh on board the rr SelenO_ia.tI • 

In the evening we ht'.d v/1"tih u s about forty mem1.>ers 
of the ship' s company at'B mo~t enjoyable social in ourrooms . 
which Vlere f 111ecl ,to oapaei t]. 

On S1rJ.day Janue,ry 26th. we joine(\ with the Soe.ndi­
na-v1an Club in arr~1ng an outing to BloC:t:hous e ~ay t and the 
Scenio Drive. for about fifty members of the shi!)J s company, 
A~tGr a. swim. Dani sh picn1c he.mpers :?rovideit by the sh1:p were 
much ap~reciated. 



To ind 1ca te th e interest taken in t be :'3e lend is I sit 
Yieit, I need only point out t hat some of our memve rs, fro~ as 
fRr away as Palll'1erston ~Torth aod 3av'erR, ea me .uP especiall ~ for 
the occasion. 

Your ComtJittee has worked very hard during ths past 
year - they have be en few 1D num.bers, and deserve BOTe relief, 
wll1eh cs n be aohleTed by eleetlng e. larger t:'!O:"1 1ttee. Their 
wonderfu 1 enthus taam hae been agree t ins pi r a ti on a nd eDeoure ge­
ment to me. I do ask of you that you ap po1nt additional mem~ erB 
to the Co~mlttee to share in the work. The Co~mit tee ~ould like 
to see tolk deneing end eho l r slneing added to our actIvities. 

30me at you 111 heTe reeeiTed an a . peEll fro m Denmark 
tor support of "Frlhedefondene Kollegierlt, the objeet of ?'h1cb 
ie similar to the Heritage l!ovement tn lew Zealand. Thls matter 
I have ref rred to our Danish Council, and I ha ve no doubt the 
Council "'ill formulate a scheme for 9<iopt lo" ~y all Centres. 

Many of you "ill kno that His faj esty, King Christian , 
has been raeiously 91eaBed to a~ard the Danleh Freedom YedaJ 
to the Founder of the Freedo!L! movem~nt in .Te. Zealand - Mr. E. 
Dahl - and also to _ ~rs. Io!""ebora Lan:rl~11de, who BO sb l ac ted 
as convenor of the Denish Se '1ng Circle. The t ·o wort. :~ 
Praaident s of the Danish Association. !!essrs C. LPn c;kilde end 
O. N. Hadl"'ol t>t were a I so s 1~11e r ly honoured fo r te iJ" ~r'0ir;Dt .. 
iOll~ lIork. 1 a .. 'fUrp. we all t •• l ~ flJ t1f'SCd by s j.,t.y's 
aot.oD 

~e . ave been a dvised by 00' Consul General, Mr . Karl I. 
BSkelund. that Denma r: as receDtly a~po1nted a ~1n1 ster to 
Austra lia and Jew Zer l end , in the per.oo of r. C. M. Rottbpll. 
~e lo ok forward to an early opportuaftY ~ "loome lb. ftCld llr.e • 
.. ott~~ll to our midst . 

~ the apoointment first ot 8 Can.ut Genera1, and 
secondly of a Minister to New Zesland, and by the establishing 
of direct ~lar as11tnSQ tro. Denmark to Wew Ze8)en~, e have 
'M'Nt~ t'nd1e8ttO'nS Of '-be 1»Cortence our lIot.her country attaches 
to-the objects for wh1"h our Socie t 7 ~cSs. Let. us, therefore, 
go for ard to t~e eDd t~t firm, rrJendlYt eultur&l and economio 
relations may ever end\lre bet..1l'e., our a40pted country and that 
dear little ttnd 1n ~h!ob our birtb and love are rooted . 

Sincerest greetings. 

SI 



Dear Fellow Members, 

The first year of our activities has come to an end, 
and, although we have had difficulties to overcome, events have 
fully justified our decision to continue the work, so ably car-
ried out by the Danish Association. 

Building on the foundation laid by the Danish 
Association the N. Z. Danish Society is now a united body, with  
Centres established in Auckland, Dannevirke, Palmerston North, 
and Wellington, and our Constitution will be placed before you 
tonight for your adoption.   The success of our efforts in this 
respect has been largely due to the help end assistance rendered  
by our Patron, Mr. K. I. Eskelund, and, also by Mr. G. R. Peter-
sen of Palmerston North. 

It is due to the generosity of our Vice President
Mr. W. Madsen, that we now have our own home.   He has provided 
us with these rooms at a rent that has enabled us to sublet at
a profit which will pay off our overdraft to the Bank in about
two years.   In addition, Mr. Madsen also provided the security
at the Bank, and thus enabled us to furnish and. alter the rooms 
to meet our requirements.

We are also indebted to a few of our members who have 
lent     us their own money so as to reduce the amount of our 
overdraft.  If other members are able and willing to help in
a similar manner, the Committee will be very grateful.

King Christian's birthday was a most memorable 
occasion, as it was on this 26th September that we received the 
first visit from Mr. and Mrs. Eskelund, who greatly endeared 
themselves to us all.   A luncheon was held, at which were pre- 
sent members of the Scandinavian Club and prominent citizens.
Mr. F. Andersen, proposed the King's health, and Mr. Eskelund 
declared the Clubrooms opened.    In the evening a most enjoyable
social was held. 

At the King's birthday celebrations in Palmerston
North, our Vice President, Mr. W. Madsen. Mr. K. Graae, and I
represented Auckland.   Dannevirke and Wellington were also 
represented, and a most excellent dinner and social were pro-
vided, with opportunity for meeting members from the various 
Centres.

An occurrence which proved the value of having our
own rooms was when the first Danish ship to leave Denmark since 
the war arrived in Auckland on the 24th of January. Mr. and
Mrs. Eskelund motored from Wellington for the occasion, and 
a small party out to the Stream to greet the “Selandia”.   Mrs. 
Eskelund handed Captain Sorensen a spray of roses, and the 
gallant Captain asked our party to join him at breakfast.   His 
Worship the Mayor, Mr. J. A. C. Allum, C.B.E., tendered a. civic 
reception to Captain Sorensen in the Mayor's Room at the Town 
Hall.   His Worship the Mayor, Mr. and Mrs. Eskelund, and a 
number of our members afterwards joined Captain Soronsen for 
lunch on board the “Selandia”.

In the evening we had with us about forty members
of the ship's company at a most enjoyable social in our rooms, 
which were filled to capacity. 

On Sunday January 26th. we joined with the Scandi-
navian Club in arranging an outing to Blockhouse Bay, and the 
Scenic Drive, for about fifty members of the ship’s company,
After a swim, Danish picnic hampers provided by the ship were 
much appreciated.
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To indicate the interest taken in the “Selandia’s”
visit, I need only point out that some of our members, from as
far away as Palmerston North and Hawera, came up especially for
the occasion. 

Your Committee has worked very hard during the past 
year - they have been few in numbers, and deserve some relief,
which can be achieved by electing s larger committee.   Their
wonderful enthusiasm has been a great inspiration and encourage-
ment to me.  I do ask of you that you appoint additional members
to the Committee to share in the work.  The Committee would like
to see folk dancing and choir singing added to our activities.

Some of you will have received an appeal from Denmark
for support of "Frihedsfondens Kollegier”, the object of which
is similar to the Heritage Movement in New Zealand.   This matter
I have referred to our Danish Council, and I have no doubt the
Council will formulate a scheme for adoption by all Centres. 

Many of you will know that His Majesty, King Christian,
has been graciously pleased to award the Danish Freedom Medal
to the Founder of the Freedom movement in New Zealand -Mr. E. 
Dahl - and also to Mrs. Ingeborg Langkilde, who also ably acted
as convenor of the Danish Sewing Circle.   The two worthy
Presidents of the Danish Association, Messrs C. Langkilde end
O.N. Hadrup were also similarly honoured for their conscient-
ious work.  I am sure we all feel very gratified by His Magesty’s
action.

We have been advised by our Consul General, Mr. Karl I.
Eskelund. that Denmark has recently appointed a Minister to
Australia and New Zealand, in the person of Mr. C. M. Rottbøll.
We look forward to an early opportunity to welcome Mr. And Mrs.
Rottbøll to our midst.

By the appointment first of a Consul General, and
secondly of a Minister to New Zealand, and by the establishing
of direct regular sailings from Denmark to New Zealand, we have
clear indications of the importance our Mother Country attaches
to the objects for which our Society stands.   Let us therefore, 
go forward to the end that firm, friendly, cultural and economic
relations may ever endure between our adopted country and that
dear little land in which our birth and love are rooted. 

Sincerest greetings. 

K.C. JORGENSEN.

  PRESIDENT

This is the original record of the “First Annual Report” of
the New Zealand Danish Society. 

It was presented at the Annual General Meeting held in Auckland
on 22nd April, 1947


