Dear Fellow Hembers,

The f£irst year of our activities hes come to an end,
and, although we have had difiiculties to overcome, events have
fully Justified our decision to continue the work so ably care
ried out by the Nanish Assoecistion,

Builcding on the foundation leid by the Deanish
As=ocietion, the '.Z, Danish Society is now = united body, with
Centres established in Auckland, Dannevirke, Palmerston North,
and ‘Jellington, and our Constitution will be placed before you
tonight for your adoption. The success of owr efforte 1a this
respect has been leorgely due to the help and assistance rendered
by our Patron, Mr, K, I. Eckeluad, anl also by Mr, G. B. Peter-
sen of Palmerston North,

It 18 due to the generosity of our Viecc President
Hr, W, Madsen, that we now have our ovm home. He has provided
us with these rooms at a rent that hes enabled us to sublet at
a profit which will »ay off our overdreft to the Beak in about
two yeers. In addition, Mr, Madsen a2lso provided the security
at the Bank, and thus enabled us to furnish and alter the rooms
to meet our recuirements.

We are also indebted to a few of our members who have
¥8h¥% lent us their own money so as to reduce the amount of our
overdrait. If other members are able end willing to help in
e similar menner, the Committee will be very grateful.

King Christian's birthdey wes o most memorable
occesion, as it was on this 246th September that we received the
first visit from Mr., aand Mres. Esizelund, who grectly endeared
themselves to us 21)., A luncheon was held, at which were pre=-
gent memvers of the Scandinavian Club and promincnt citizens.
Mr, F. Andersen proposed the King's health, and kr, Eskelund
declared the Clubrooms opened. In the cvening a most enjoyable
social wes held.

At the King's birthdey eclebrations ia Palmerston
North, our Vice President, iir, W. Madscn, Mr. K, Graase, and I
represented Aucklend, Dannevirke and Jellington were also
represented, and a most excecllent dimner and socicl were pro-
vided, with opportunity for meeting members from the varilous
Centres.,

An occurreace which proved the value of having ouxr
own roomsg wes when the first Danish ship to leave Deamark siace
the war errived i:a Auckland on the 24th of January. Ir., arf
Mrs, Eskelund motored from Wellington for the occasion, and Lo
& smell party out to the Strezm to greet the "Selandia"., s,
Eskelund handed Ceptain P, Sorensen & spray of roses, and the
gellont Captain asked our perty to join him et dbreakfest. IHis
Worship the Mayor, Mr., J. A. C. Allum, C.,B.E., tendered a civie
reception to Captain Sorensen in the ifcyor's Room et the Town
Hall. His Worship the Mayor, Mr., end Mrs. Eskelund, and a
number of our members afterwards joined Captain Sorcnsen for
lunch on board the "Selendéia",

In the evening, we hed with us about forty members
of the ship's compeny at e most enjoyable soecizl in ourrooms,

vhiech were fillec to capacity.

On Suaday, Janvery 25th, we joined with the Scandi-
navizn Club in arranging an outing to Blockhouse Lay, and the
Seenic Drive, for about fifty members of the shipn's company,
Aster a swim, Danish pienic hampers nrovided by the ship were

much annreciated.
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To indicate the interest taken in the "Selandia's"
visit, I need only point out that some of our memiers, from as
far away as Palwerston North and Hawera, eeme ,up especially for
the occasion.

Your Committee hes worked very hard duringz the past
year -~ they heve becsn few in numbers, end deserve sore relief,
whieh csn bDe schieved by eleeting @ larger Covmittee. Their
wonderful enthusiesm has been a greet inepiration and eneoursge-
ment to me. I do ask of you that you apnoint sdditional memters
to the Committee to share in the work. The Committee would like
to see folk dencing end ehoir singing added to our sctivities,

Some of you will heve reeeived an snpesl from Denmark
for support of "Frihedsfondena Kollegier", the objeet of which
is similer to the Heritage Movement in Yew Zealand. This matter
I have referred to our Danish Council, and I heve no doubt the
Couneil will formulate s scheme for adoptiom by all Centres.

Many of you will know that His Majesty, King Christien,
has been graeiously »lessed to award the Danish Freedom Medal
to the Founder of the Freedom wovement in Mew Zealand - Mr. E.
Dehl -~ and also to Xrs. In~eborz lan-kilde, who so &bly acted
as convenor of the Denish Seving Circle. he t—o worth:y
Presidents of the Deunish Association, Messrs C. Lengkilde a?d
C.N. Hadrup, wers also similerly honoured for theigycﬁnsainnh-

ious work. 1l 8m eure we all fesl "Ef’ mtif’CG is Maj.gtyls
eotion.

Te have been 2dvised by gur Consutl General, Mr. Karl I.
Bskelund, that Denmark has regcently appolnted a ¥inister to
Austrslia and New Zerlend, in the person of Mr. C. M. Rottbgll.
~“e Yook forward to an early opportusfty to welcowe lr. gqd MNrs.
Rottbdll to our midst.

the apoointment First of a Consul General, and
secondl?yof e Ninister to New Zesland, snd by the estsblishing
of dir;&& Fegular sailings from Denmerk to New Zezlenc, we have
zeegg 1eaTrons pf the importence our Mother Country attaches
o the objects for which onr Society stsnds. Let us therefore,
go forward to the end that firm, friendly, cultursl and econonic
relations mey ever endure between our adopted country and that
dear little land in vhich our birth and love are rooted.

Sincerest greetings.

PRESIDINT.



Dear Fellow Members,

The first year of our activities has come to an end,
and, although we have had difficulties to overcome, events have
fully justified our decision to continue the work, so ably car-
ried out by the Danish Association.

Building on the foundation laid by the Danish
Association the N. Z. Danish Society is now a united body, with
Centres established in Auckland, Dannevirke, Palmerston North,
and Wellington, and our Constitution will be placed before you
tonight for your adoption. The success of our efforts in this
respect has been largely due to the help end assistance rendered
by our Patron, Mr. K. I. Eskelund, and, also by Mr. G. R. Peter-
sen of Palmerston North.

It is due to the generosity of our Vice President
Mr. W. Madsen, that we now have our own home. He has provided
us with these rooms at a rent that has enabled us to sublet at
a profit which will pay off our overdraft to the Bank in about
two years. In addition, Mr. Madsen also provided the security
at the Bank, and thus enabled us to furnish and. alter the rooms
to meet our regquirements.

We are also indebted to a few of our members who have
lent us their own money so as to reduce the amount of our
overdraft. If other members are able and willing to help in
a similar manner, the Committee will be very grateful.

King Christian's birthday was a most memorable
occasion, as it was on this 26th September that we received the
first visit from Mr. and Mrs. Eskelund, who greatly endeared
themselves to us all. A luncheon was held, at which were pre-
sent members of the Scandinavian Club and prominent citizens.
Mr. F. Andersen, proposed the King's health, and Mr. Eskelund
declared the Clubrooms opened. In the evening a most enjoyable
social was held.

At the King's birthday celebrations in Palmerston
North, our Vice President, Mr. W. Madsen. Mr. K. Graae, and I
represented Auckland. Dannevirke and Wellington were also
represented, and a most excellent dinner and social were pro-
vided, with opportunity for meeting members from the various
Centres.

An occurrence which proved the value of having our
own rooms was when the first Danish ship to leave Denmark since
the war arrived in Auckland on the 24th of January. Mr. and
Mrs. Eskelund motored from Wellington for the occasion, and
a small party out to the Stream to greet the "Selandia". Mrs.
Eskelund handed Captain Sorensen a spray of roses, and the
gallant Captain asked our party to Jjoin him at breakfast. His
Worship the Mayor, Mr. J. A. C. Allum, C.B.E., tendered a. civic
reception to Captain Sorensen in the Mayor's Room at the Town
Hall. His Worship the Mayor, Mr. and Mrs. Eskelund, and a
number of our members afterwards joined Captain Soronsen for
lunch on board the "Selandia".

In the evening we had with us about forty members
of the ship's company at a most enjoyable social in our rooms,
which were filled to capacity.

On Sunday January 26th. we joined with the Scandi-
navian Club in arranging an outing to Blockhouse Bay, and the
Scenic Drive, for about fifty members of the ship's company,
After a swim, Danish picnic hampers provided by the ship were
much appreciated.



-2—

To indicate the interest taken in the "Selandia's"
visit, I need only point out that some of our members, from as
far away as Palmerston North and Hawera, came up especially for
the occasion.

Your Committee has worked very hard during the past
year - they have been few in numbers, and deserve some relief,
which can be achieved by electing s larger committee. Their
wonderful enthusiasm has been a great inspiration and encourage-
ment to me. I do ask of you that you appoint additional members
to the Committee to share in the work. The Committee would like
to see folk dancing and choir singing added to our activities.

Some of you will have received an appeal from Denmark
for support of "Frihedsfondens Kollegier", the object of which
is similar to the Heritage Movement in New Zealand. This matter
I have referred to our Danish Council, and I have no doubt the
Council will formulate a scheme for adoption by all Centres.

Many of you will know that His Majesty, King Christian,
has been graciously pleased to award the Danish Freedom Medal
to the Founder of the Freedom movement in New Zealand -Mr. E.
Dahl - and also to Mrs. Ingeborg Langkilde, who also ably acted
as convenor of the Danish Sewing Circle. The two worthy
Presidents of the Danish Association, Messrs C. Langkilde end
0.N. Hadrup were also similarly honoured for their conscient-
ious work. I am sure we all feel very gratified by His Magesty's
action.

We have been advised by our Consul General, Mr. Karl I.
Eskelund. that Denmark has recently appointed a Minister to
Australia and New Zealand, in the person of Mr. C. M. Rottbgll.
We look forward to an early opportunity to welcome Mr. And Mrs.
Rottbgll to our midst.

By the appointment first of a Consul General, and
secondly of a Minister to New Zealand, and by the establishing
of direct regular sailings from Denmark to New Zealand, we have
clear indications of the importance our Mother Country attaches
to the objects for which our Society stands. Let us therefore,
go forward to the end that firm, friendly, cultural and economic
relations may ever endure between our adopted country and that
dear little land in which our birth and love are rooted.

Sincerest greetings.

K.C. JORGENSEN.

PRESIDENT

This is the original record of the "First Annual Report" of
the New Zealand Danish Society.

It was presented at the Annual General Meeting held in Auckland
on 22%¢ April, 1947



