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THE SOCIETYDANISH NEWS

Just another month and we are half way through the 
year.. Can you believe it..? Since my last update we 
have had a couple of working bees, not just at Val-
halla but also at Penrose. A big thank you to all who 
came out to help. It was a great day where we man-
aged to get a lot of things done, outside as well as 
inside. The working bee up at Valhalla was mainly 
around the horrible moth plant that definitely keeps 
us busy.
In May we had 3 events that all saw some really good 
numbers so thank you very much to all who came 
out. As you are reading this we would have had the 
biggest cold table dinner where we are expecting 
just over 100 people which is simply outstanding. A 
massive thank you to all volunteers as without you, 
we wouldn’t have a party at all.
Looking forward to June, where we have got our 
usual Open house, film evening, Skt Hans and our 

football event. If you are into football, this event 
is one not to be missed as Denmark is hosting the 
opening game of this year’s European champion-
ship. We will be showing two games on the night 
and we will have lots of fun activities so don’t forget 
to sign up. I am also looking forward to Skt Hans. 
A favourite every year where we get to meet up for 
traditional Danish hotdogs and a great bonfire. 
Please note that this year Skt Hans is on a Saturday 
to make it easier for all families with younger kids 
to attend.
Lastly, as always, we as a society are always looking 
at different events to bring us all together, so if you 
have got any good ideas for events, please do not 
hesitate to contact myself or anyone else from the 
committee.

I hope to see you at the club - Hilsen Jacob

There will be pub quiz and a table tennis tournament. 
The bar will be open and we’ll be serving 

frikadeller, potato salad, hotdogs and sandwiches.

To book, contact Saj on: editor@danishsociety.org.nz / 027 4988 933 with:

Name of person making the booking and name of guests (non members allowed with a member)

Total amount due and date this was paid

PRICE: $30 incl. food, excl. drinks (can be purchased on the night)

Payment should be made to The Danish Society  -  Account No: 12-3036-0671539-00
Particulars: Member ID or First Name  -  Code: Last Name

Reference: SOC130621  -  Bookings close on Tuesday 8th June 2021

Euro 2020 football tournament!
Sun, 13th June 2021 from midnight until 6am

1am: Wales v Switzerland               4am: DENMARK v Finland

BAR OPEN!

BAR OPEN!
DELICIOUS FOOD 

DELICIOUS FOOD 

AVAILABLE!

AVAILABLE!

BEST DRESSED 

BEST DRESSED 

FAN WINS A PRIZE!

FAN WINS A PRIZE!
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Mid winter Movie night!
Friday 18th June at 7.30pm

Oscar winning;
Druk - Another round (2020) (English subtitles) 

Four high school teachers 
embark on an experiment 
where they each sustain a 
certain level of alcohol in-
toxication during their ev-
eryday life, believing that 
all people in general would 
benefit from a bit higher 
Blood Alcohol Content. 
As a result, their working 
experiences are turned up-
side down.

The movie is served with coffee, tea and cake. 
Everyone welcome: Members $8. Non-members $10

Skt Hans Bonfire
Everyone is invited to our 
Skt. Hans bonfire night  
celebrations at Danish House 
from 5pm on Sat. 26 June, 
to enjoy some midsummer  
Danish traditions. 

Please note that this year we are having it on a  
Saturday and at the earlier start of 5pm.

Help us send the witch to Bloksbjerg, grab a hotdog, 
roast some marshmallows and make yourself some 
snobrød! 
Traditional Danish hotdogs will be for sale and the bar 
will be open. 
BYO marshmallows and snobrødsdej to roast over the 
bonfire after we’ve burned the ‘witch’ and sung some 
midsummer songs. 
Thank you Emma Tordsson for organising this popu-
lar event, once again!

Valhalla
We have 2 room only bookings this year.  If you 
don’t feel like booking the whole house, but would 
love to go up to Valhalla for one of these week-
ends, please email valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz 
to put your name down.

        27 + 28 August             26 + 27 November

Also please remember that if you use Valhalla, you 
need to do at least 1 working bee per year. Below 
are a list of our working bees. Please email Katja 
Haargaard to register for one or email Valhalla.  
You get to choose if you come up on the Friday or 
Saturday for the day or if you would like to stay the 
Saturday night. We supply morning tea, lunch, and 
afternoon tea on the Saturday, and Saturday dinner 
for a small fee.

Working Bee’s dates
June 11th & 12th July 9th & 10th 
Aug 13th & 14th Sep 10th & 11th 
Oct 8th & 9th.

A warm welcome to our newest members:

Tove Stevenson
Mareta and Bella Pearce

Welcome new members!

Quick Check Calendar
JUNE
Sun 6th –  Open House
Sun 13th –  Denmark v Finland (Euro 2020)
Fri 18th –  Film Evening
Sat 26th –  Skt Hans

JULY
Sun 4th –  Winter Hygge Open House
Fri 16th –  Film Evening

AUGUST
Sun 1st –  Concert and Open House
Fri 20th –  Film Evening



ISSN 2537-8473 (PRINT) ISSN 2537-8481 (ONLINE)WWW.DANISHSOCIETY.ORG.NZ

AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND JUNE 2021DANISH SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

On the Friday before Anzac 
weekend, we sadly farewelled 
Vibeke Courtney in a lovely 
ceremony at the community 
center in Pakuranga Park Vil-
lage.  Vibeke was a popular, vi-
brant and long serving member 
of The Danish Society, who to-
gether with her husband of 64 

years, Neville, had been, over the years, energetically 
involved in almost every aspect of the Danish Club.
 Vibeke arrived in NZ on a ship from Denmark, 
with her parents, as a teenager, in the early 1950s. 
(Also amongst the passengers on that ship was Hans  
Klisser, who went on to establish the now famous 
Vogel’s Bread). Despite working, raising 3 children 
and travelling extensively, Vibeke devoted countless 
hours to The Danish Society. The roles she held over 
the years included membership and welfare as well as 
being a regular card player.  She also devoted much of 
her time to working bees both at Valhalla and Danish 
House....cleaning and cooking.  With her incredible 
creative talent, she designed and made table decora-
tions for the smørrebrøds parties and the Christmas 
parties. For seven years, Vibeke generously organised 
and hosted the annual Julemarked.  During the course 
of the year she would collect and sort donated items 
in her garage, as well as creating an amazing selection 
of Christmas items to sell.  All proceeds from the sale 
of these items she would then donate to The Danish 
Society, in order to host the impressive Children’s 
Christmas Party, including presents for all the chil-
dren in attendance.  Over this period she raised thou-
sands of dollars for the benefit of the member’s chil-
dren and grandchildren.  This was the foundation and 
inspiration behind our now very successful and pop-
ular Scandinavian Christmas Market.  Vibeke is the 
reason why this market, now in its 12 year, came into 
existence. Vibeke’s corner at the Scandinavian Christ-
mas market became super popular. For 10 years, she 
and Neville, her constant support, sold unique, exqui-
sitely handmade Christmas decorations. 

This corner of the hall will now always be known as 
‘Vibeke’s Corner’.
  We will miss Vibeke’s beautiful radiant smile at events 
at the club and at The Scandinavian Christmas Mar-
ket,  her love of people, zest for life, wicked sense of 
humour and her irresistible cheeky personality.  But it 
is lovely to know that Vibeke’s legacy will not only live 
on in The Danish Club, but also in her lovingly made 
crafts and handiwork that will reappear every Christ-
mas on our own Danish Club Christmas tree and also 
in homes all over the country and beyond.

Ære Være Hendes Minde.

Obituary - Vibeke Courtney
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Winter Hygge Open House
Sunday 4th July, 2-4pm

Join us for winter warming coffee, tea, non-alcoholic gløgg (mulled wine), cake and  
a taste of ris a l’amande at this family friendly open house.

Bring the kids, grandkids or grandparents - and your favorite card or board game  
- for a cosy Sunday afternoon catch up at The Danish House. 

All welcome - no need to book.

We are delighted to announce the arrival of a gor-
geous baby boy to Hani and Anna.
Ari Alan Gilderdale-Abdellahad was born on 24th 
May at 10.30am.
Congratulations to Peter and Helle Gilderdale on be-
coming Mormor and Morfar and Christina a Moster.
We look forward to meeting our newest wee member.

Arrival of a baby boy!

Thank you (Valhalla)
A thank you to Fran & Graham Wright, Dawn 
Nissen, Diane & Paul Marquart, Martha & Jørgen 
Holgersen, Tove & Neil Treadway and Pat & Oluf 
Basse.
During their stay at Valhalla, they did a lot of work 
on the moth plants and also inside the house.

4th July, 10am-2pm followed by our open house. 

The things we will focus on this time is:
Kitchen, hall and paint carpark - if weather permits 

We need as many hands as possible. If you can 
make it on the day, please email 
house@danishsociety.org.nz”

Working Bee, Penrose

Sunday 1 August, 2021, 2pm
Tickets at the door: $20 (afternoon tea included)
We’re in for a treat in this unmissable concert with 
two talented musicians, playing music by Beethoven, 
Mozart and Niels Gade.
More info in the July newsletter.

Gemma Lee & 
Charlotte Francis Concert

Once again we are so lucky to have Charlotte and 
Gemma perform a concert  at the danish house. We 
would, however, like to ask if anyone would be able to 
help out with setting up chairs for the concert and to 
give a hand cleaning up afterwards. 

If you can help, please email house@danishsociety.org.nz

Helpers needed for the concert on 
the 1st of August
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We are considering a fundraising weekend:  
Healing retreat at Valhalla.

So far we can offer :
- Colour Therapy readings
- Flower essences
- Bowen Therapy treatments

We are also looking at yoga and possibly other 
treatments to accompany what’s on offer.  If any of 
you do this sort of thing, or know of anyone who 
can do other treatments or anything that would 
work well with a wellbeing weekend, please contact 
Christine Futterup  via email valhalla@danishsoci-
ety.org.nz or phone 021 225 3873.
I look forward to hearing from you

Christine

Healing retreat at Valhalla

Researched and 
edited by Jonathan 
Adams. Amazing 
memoir of ad-
venturous Pāke-
hā-Māori revealed 
in book form for 
the first time.
First contact be-
tween Europeans 
and Māori was a 
haphazard affair 
that often led to 
misunderstanding 
and conflict, but 
also laid the basis 

for a nation. There at the outset was a man who had 
remade himself from Danish origins into a Pāke-
hā-Māori.
Phillip Tapsell’s story is a global series of adventures 
that features a ‘who’s who’ of the nineteenth century 
including Napoleon Bonaparte, Horatio Nelson and 
Hongi Hika, with dramatic events such as the bom-
bardment of Copenhagen, the massacre on the Boyd 
and the recapture of the Wellington.
Born in 1790 in Copenhagen, Hans Falk took to the 
sea as a lad, changed his name to Tapsell, and after 
many voyages settled at Maketū in the Bay of Plenty. 
There he became the key trader for local iwi and mar-
ried into the highest levels of Te Arawa, while help-
ing other tribes to defend themselves against invasion 
from northern tribes.
Celebrated in books like James Cowan’s A Trader 
in Cannibal Land, Tapsell’s life of daring is not well 
known today, and the memoir he dictated to Edward 
Little shortly before his death was only ever published 
in newspaper form.
Denmark-based academic Dr Jonathan Adams repro-
duces Little’s manuscript along with broad commen-
tary and numerous illustrations — homing in on is-
sues of culture and trade, war and peace, and Tapsell’s 
pivotal role in relations between the countries of his 
birth and death.

The book includes a foreword by Professor Paora 
Tapsell, one of the more than 3000 New Zealanders 
descended from Phillip Tapsell. Paora is also available 
for interview or comment.
Events in the Life of Phillip Tapsell represents the first 
in a new series from Oratia, New Zealand Classics. 
The series makes available important works of nation-
al history that have been long out of print, or man-
uscripts that may never have been published, which 
hold real relevance for readers today.

Available now in all good bookstores.

Events in the Life of Phillip Tapsell

Thankyou so much for the beautiful bouquet of 
flowers sent to me and the kind words of condo-
lence at the time of Knud’s passing in April.

Betty Mikkelsen

Thank you
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INFO
Subscription

(2020/21 financial year)

Youth Club (0-18)....................
Student Member (18-25).......
Full Member (25-65)..............
Gold Member (65+) ..............
Family Discount (off total)....

Financial year runs from 01/10/ 
2020 to 30/09/2021

Gratis
$10/pp
$65/pp
$55/pp
$30/pc

Additional
Royal Danish Consulate:
Inger Mortensen
022 0473 500
47A Normanby Road, Mt Eden
Auckland 1024
danish-in-auckland@mail.com

The Lutheran Church:
1 Harris Road, Mt Wellington
PO Box 85-014
09 579 4490

Danish Lutheran Church of NZ:
dkchurchsubs@gmail.com

The Danish 
Society Inc.

P.O. Box 12 279 - Penrose 1642
6 Rockridge Ave, Penrose
Auckland
Ph 09 580 3103
www.danishsociety.org.nz

             Facebook/danishsocietynz/

Bank a/c: ASB 12-3036-0671539-00

Contribute to
our magazine

The next magazine deadline is  
June. The magazine can 
also be read (in full co-
lour) online at    

              www.danishsociety.org.nz
Mail: editor@danishsociety.org.nz
Articles can be either in Danish or 
English.

20

The Danish House
Valhalla, Leigh

09 580 3103
022 150 6973

Committee

Committee members
Annette Jorna                   021 777 926
Karina Østergaard Nielsen  021 776 728
Peter Hansen               021 054 3732
Lars Løffval                  020 4460 960
Finn Nielsen                027 484 6326

Other
Magazine Editor  & Webmaster:
Saj Choudhary            027 498 8933
editor@danishsociety.org.nz
webmaster@danishsociety.org.nz

Membership:
Jolene Gibbs Nielsen 027 531 9509
membership@danishsociety.org.nz

Mailout:
Christine Futterup       021 225 3873

Library:
Helle Gilderdale        021 0252 4956
gilderdaleclan@gmail.com

Danish House hire:
Peter Hansen               021 054 3732
house@danishsociety.org.nz

Danish Society

CONTACTS

President: 
Jacob Thuesen
president@danishsociety.org.nz

Vice-President:
Jesper Poulsen               020 4141 0666
vicepresident@danishsociety.org.nz

Treasurer & Valhalla booking:
Christine Futterup
treasurer@danishsociety.org.nz &
valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz

Secretary: 
Anna Muir
secretary@danishsociety.org.nz

Events & Socials:
events@danishsociety.org.nz

Welfare
Kirsten Jensen

021 688 654

021 225 3873

          022 077 6334

029 479 2249

Danish lessons
If you are interested in learning 
Danish, (beginner and intermediate 
levels) then this is for you.

Contact by email 
danishlessons@danishsociety.org.nz


