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THE SOCIETYDANISH NEWS

Maj Smørrebrødsfest  -  May Smørrebrøds Party

Tradionally, May is the month of spring in Denmark and this deserves celebrating!

Come join us for the 1st Danish Society Party of 2021 on Sat, 29th May 2021 at 6.30pm

We will be serving up delicious Danish smørrebrød and great music, so get in quick to secure 
your spot!

To Book Contact Events on: events@danishsociety.org.nz / 021 776 728 with:

• Full Name of person making the booking.
   (members, please quote your MEM ID from your Subs Invoice)

• Full Name(s) of others on same booking & whether members/non-members

• Total Amount Due & Date this was paid.

PRICE: $25 for Members / $40 for Non-members.

Payment should be made to:  The Danish Society 
Account No:  12-3036-0671539-00
Particulars:  Member ID or First Name
Code:  Last Name
Reference:  SOC290521

Bookings close on: Saturday 22nd May 2021

Football in June!

Put a big fat cross in your calendar!

Sunday 13th June at 4am

We’ll be showing Denmark’s opener 
at the Euro 2020 vs. Finland in the 

Danish House.

More details in the May newsletter.
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April movie night!

Valhalla
We have 3 room only bookings this year.  If you don’t 
feel like booking the whole house, but would love to 
go up to Valhalla for one of these weekends, please 
email Valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz to put your 
name down.

21st & 22nd May, 27th & 28th Aug, 26th & 27th Nov

Also please remember that if you use Valhalla, you 
need to do at least 1 working bee per year. Below are 
a list of our working bees. Please email Katja Haar-
gaard to register for one or email Valhalla.  You get to 
choose if you come up on the Friday or Saturday for 
the day or if you would like to stay the Saturday night. 
We supply morning tea, lunch, and afternoon tea on 
the Saturday, and Saturday dinner for a small fee.

Working Bee’s dates
April 9th & 10th          May 14th & 15th
June 11th & 12th         July 9th & 10th
Aug 13th & 14th          Sep 10th & 11th
Oct 8th & 9th.

Friday 16th April at 7.30pm

We are showing a comedy 
Klovn the Final 2020 (English subtitles) 

This is the third and last of the Klovn movies. 
Come and have a good Danish humour laugh:
Frank turns 50 and his good friend, Casper, invites 
him to Iceland on a boys’ trip. However, the trip does 
not go quite as planned.

The movie is served with coffee, tea and cake. 
Everyone welcome: Members $8. Non-members $10

Welcome new members!
A warm welcome to our newest members:

Klaus Nielsen and Katrina Nielsen
Lill family – Hilary, Stu and Leo

Rune Rasmussen and Kelly Gillingham
NZ Tree Crops Association – Auckland Branch 

(Affiliate member)
Tina Rapata

Louise Doughty
Kirsten Riis Nielsen, Flora Riis Gybel  

and Isabel Riis Gybel
Niels Møller

Marie Lauritsen and Mads Traberg
Marquart family – Richard, Lynley,  

Emma, Daniel and Hayley
Erik Andersen

Norman Barlev and Helen Barlev Overton

Open House in May
Sunday 2nd May, 2-4pm

Complimentary coffee and tea will be served
All welcome - no need to book.

Working Bee Penrose!

No one has signed up to help out at the work-
ing bee in Penrose. That leaves us with about 7 
people.... all from the committee or sub com-
mittee. Please, if you got some spare time on 

Sunday the 11th April, come along and give us 
a hand - it would be greatly appreciated. 

Please register your interest by either calling/ 
texting Peter on 0210543732  or emailing 

house@danishsociety.org.nz, before 7th April.

Tusind tak!
My sincere thanks to the Danish Committee for 

the beautiful bouquet of flowers, and to the many 
society members for their heartfelt condolences 
and kind thoughts, at the time of my mother’s 

passing in March this year.

Roselle Rasmussen
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A test of Danish endurance
100km in 22 hours 12 minutes and 24 seconds

Saturday 20 March, my wife 
Olivia and I and our team-
mates Amanda and Steph 
participated in the annual 
Oxfam Trailwalker - a 100km 
endurance walk for charity. 
Described as New Zealand’s 
largest endurance event, this 

year was a record field of more than 1000 partic-
ipants split across teams of 4.  The trailer walker 
event sounds simple, find a team of 4 walkers and 
a support crew and walk 100km within the cut-off 
time of 36 hours.  The event is spilt into 5 legs with 
pitstop in between each leg for participants to get 
something to eat and drink.

 We had been training for a 
while to make sure we had 
spent enough time on our 
feet but before 20 of March 
the longest we had ever 
walked non-stop was 50km 
so we were both nervous 
and excited when we started 

at 6.20am.  The first leg was slow going as much of 
it was on small paths and queues quickly developed 
with the many participants.  By the second leg the 
field started stretching out a bit and eventually was 
completely free flowing (so much so that once or 
twice in the middle of the night we wonderd if there 
were any other teams out there!).  Each leg was rated 
in terms of difficulty from 1(easy) to 4 (hard) with 
the hardest legs being the first and 4th.  After a full 
day on our feet, we started leg 4 at 5.41pm, keen 
to get as much distance covered before nightfall as 
possible.  Oxfam was not kidding about it being dif-
ficult as it was largely forest tracks partly across pri-
vate land – we managed to get about 80% through 
before we had to turn on our head torches to see 
where we were going.  At 8.45pm we finally finished 

leg 4, and after a 30 minutes break, with the best 
ham and pea soup I have ever had, served up by the 
support team, we embarked on the last 30km. It is 
at about this point for most people that the event 
turns from a test of fitness to a test of willpower! 
Walking in complete darkness, largely across pri-
vate farmland – not a difficult walk under normal 
circumstances but not being able to see anything 
made it feel like we weren’t making any progress… 
We arrived at the final pitstop about 1am with very 
tired legs, and many blisters amongst us. The final 
leg was through town and mainly along the water-
front in New Plymouth and the last 5km felt like an 
eternity – but we made it and crossed the finish line 
at 04.32 to be greeted with a medal and a glass of 
champagne.  That couldn’t really compare though 
to the sweet feeling of a hot shower and finally a bed 
to lie down in!

It was an amazing 
experience I would 
recommend to ev-
eryone who wants to 
test their own limits 
and support a great 

cause - our team fundraised $3,200 for Oxfam with 
the whole event raising a record 1.1 million dollars.    

A few stats from our walk:
Total distance: 102.7km (we didn’t go in a straight 
line it seems!) took 126,000k steps, elevation gained 
1,713meters (half way up Mt Aoraki), our average 
moving pace 5.6 km/h, and 8,752 calories burned. 
Total pieces of licorice consumed: 10,247 (perhaps a 
slight exaggeration but we definitely lost count) 

I am more than happy to share my experiences with 
anyone thinking about doing the walk. 

 Jesper Poulsen, Vice President – Danish Society 
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Gækkebrev - Easter Pranks
Last year, the first Covid 19 lockdown happened to 
include Easter.

Despite the many challenges of Covid 19, this first 
lockdown also provided a great time to reflect and 
reconnect. The quiet streets and physical distance to 
friends and family saw us revisit old ways and tra-
ditions.

We had fun playing games on the car-less street, 
and we finally found time to appreciate and include 
some of the Easter related traditions that had little 
to do with the ever-increasing commercial Easter 
Egg sales.

We found that making and sending gækkebreve was 
a fantastic opportunity to connect with friends and 
family during the lockdown. It was a fun and engag-
ing way to make something special and let people 
know that we were thinking of them.

Being in New Zealand, our main challenge was 
that our kiwi friends didn’t know the concept of a 
Gækkebrev - so we had to come up with a more NZ 
friendly version.

We still did the traditional paper cutting, but we 
also produced a small poem to send with it to better 
explain the idea behind an anonymous delivery of a 
shaped and decorated paper letter.

Additionally, our kids included a clue that their 
friends could easily link back to them and a lit-
tle homemade treat for them to enjoy upfront  
(whether they would guess the sender or not).

So, despite our (NZ) Gækkebrev ending up being 
a little less of a mystery prank to secure an easter 
egg - the kiwi friends loved the idea so much, that 
they not only sent one return (with a treat), but also 
started sending one to their own friends

If you find that you have time this Easter, then why 
not make a Gækkebrev? It can be as simple, compli-
cated, elaborate or colourful as you would like.

A great link for more history and an easy video 
on how to make a Gækkebrev can be found here: 
https://www.kristendom.dk/liv-sjael/fem-vig-
tige-ting-om-gaekkebrevet 

We will be looking forward to making new Gække-
breve this year as well.

Karina
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Please note that from May 2021 New Zealand banks 
will be facing out Cheque payments and receipts.
Therefore, from 1st May 2021, The Danish Society 
Incorporated will no longer be able to accept cheque 
payments.
Please refer to the Info part of our Newsletter for 
online payment details.

Events Sub-committee 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Please contact events@ 
danishsociety.org.nz if 
you can spare some time 
and be part of a fun 
group to help organize 
events.  Any help is ap-
preciated. 
We have a team of ded-
icated helpers who tire-
lessly put up their hand 
every time but we need 
new people too.

The more volunteers we can call on, the better it 
will be for our club!

Quick Check Calendar
APRIL
Sun 4th –  Open House
Sun 11th –  Working Bee, Penrose
9th-11th –  Working Bee, Valhalla
Fri 16th  –  Film evening

MAY
Sun 2nd –  Open House
Fri 21st  –  Film evening
Sat 29th  –  Smørrebrødsfest

JUNE
Sun 6th –  Open House
Sun 13th –  Denmark v Finland (Euro)
Fri 18th –  Film Evening
Sun 27th –  Skt Hans

 ***We need you!***

No more cheques!

We’ve still got some Cocio choco-
late milk left.
They expire in June, so we’re sell-
ing them at purchase price!!!

1 frame (12 bottles) $25.00
2 frames (24 bottles) $45.00

Get in quick! This won’t last.

Only available while stock last!
Email your order on  
info@danishsociety.org.nz.
Confirm number of frames and 
total price in the email.

Then transfer the amount to Bank a/c:  
ASB 12 3036 067 1539 00

IMPORTANT: Put your name in the refer-
ence field. You can also buy them at the Dan-
ish House, 6 Rockridge Avenue in Penrose 
by prior arrangement. Please email us on  
info@danishsociety.org.nz

Cocio at our purchase price!!!
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INFO
Subscription

(2020/21 financial year)

Youth Club (0-18)....................
Student Member (18-25).......
Full Member (25-65)..............
Gold Member (65+) ..............
Family Discount (off total)....

Financial year runs from 01/10/ 
2020 to 30/09/2021

Gratis
$10/pp
$65/pp
$55/pp
$30/pc

Additional
Royal Danish Consulate:
Inger Mortensen
022 0473 500
47A Normanby Road, Mt Eden
Auckland 1024
danish-in-auckland@mail.com

The Lutheran Church:
1 Harris Road, Mt Wellington
PO Box 85-014
09 579 4490

Danish Lutheran Church of NZ:
dkchurchsubs@gmail.com

The Danish 
Society Inc.

P.O. Box 12 279 - Penrose 1642
6 Rockridge Ave, Penrose
Auckland
Ph 09 580 3103
www.danishsociety.org.nz

             Facebook/danishsocietynz/

Bank a/c: ASB 12-3036-0671539-00

Contribute to
our magazine

The next magazine deadline is  
April. The magazine can 
also be read (in full co-
lour) online at    

              www.danishsociety.org.nz
Mail: editor@danishsociety.org.nz
Articles can be either in Danish or 
English.

20

The Danish House
Valhalla, Leigh

09 580 3103
022 150 6973

Committee

Committee members
Annette Jorna                   021 777 926
Karina Østergaard Nielsen  021 776 728
Peter Hansen               021 054 3732
Lars Løffval                  020 4460 960
Finn Nielsen                027 484 6326

Other
Magazine Editor  & Webmaster:
Saj Choudhary            027 498 8933
editor@danishsociety.org.nz
webmaster@danishsociety.org.nz

Membership:
Jolene Gibbs Nielsen 027 531 9509
membership@danishsociety.org.nz

Mailout:
Christine Futterup       021 225 3873

Library:
Helle Gilderdale        021 0252 4956
gilderdaleclan@gmail.com

Danish House hire:
Peter Hansen               021 054 3732
house@danishsociety.org.nz

Danish Society

CONTACTS

President: 
Jacob Thuesen
president@danishsociety.org.nz

Vice-President:
Jesper Poulsen               020 4141 0666
vicepresident@danishsociety.org.nz

Treasurer & Valhalla booking:
Christine Futterup
treasurer@danishsociety.org.nz &
valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz

Secretary: 
Anna Muir
secretary@danishsociety.org.nz

Events & Socials:
Annette Jorna
events@danishsociety.org.nz

Welfare
Kirsten Jensen

021 688 654

021 225 3873

          022 077 6334

029 479 2249


