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THE SOCIETYDANISH NEWS

Dear all, Welcome to our March newsletter. I 
hope you are all well and managed to get through 
the latest lockdown without any issues.

It sure is strange times at the moment not know-
ing when the next lockdown may happen, and 
all we can do really is cross our fingers that it 
just won’t happen again. While we are all in a 
very uncertain time, it is a 
great pleasure to let you all 
know that our society is in 
a really good position. 2020 
saw an increase in bookings 
at Valhalla so a big thank 
you to those of you who 
have booked and stayed. It 
is due to the increased book-
ings that the financials are 
looking as good as they do, 
despite the club being “shut 
down” for an extended peri-
od in 2020. 

In April we have got a working bee at Valhalla 
as well as Penrose. Valhalla working bee is tak-
ing place on the 10/11 of April and the Penrose 
working bee is happening also on the 11th of 
April. I know this is not ideal but we could not 
make it work on any other dates. So please, if 
you have ever enjoyed your time at Penrose or 
Valhalla please put your hand up to come and 
help out. Every little bit helps. 

Another area where we as a committee need 
some help is for our events. I know I keep say-
ing this but I will again. Without help, events 
will become fewer and far between. We have got 
a very small group at the moment and it is all 
being led by just person. People burn out really 
quickly and I would like to avoid this at all cost. 
So please, if you have got any ideas for events 

you would like to see at our 
club, please step forward and 
put your hand up to help or-
ganising.

Speaking of events, we had 
such a good afternoon at the 
21st anniversary of Penrose, 
and I would like to thank all 
of you who showed up but 
also to the great bunch of 
helpers making the beautiful 
afternoon tea.    

I hope to see you all at the club over the coming 
months.

Hilsen Jacob 

SAVE THE DATE!!!
May Party – Smorrebrodsfest

Saturday 29th May, 6.30pm
More details to follow in the April newsletter.
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Fastelavn 2021
Long Bay turned on a beautiful sunny day for our an-
nual picnic and Fastelavn festivities.  ‘Hitting The Cat 
Out Of The Barrel’ was fun for all who attended.

The children dressed up, and after 3 barrels had been 
destroyed, our new Kattekonge and Kattedronning 
were crowned with plenty of sweets for everyone!  
Fun games and prizes were also a highlight of the 
afternoon and a trip to the beach for some.

 

Thank you again to Neil Treadaway for making 3 
beautifully hand crafted and decorated barrels.  They 
get better each year and should I say, too good to 
destroy!

We are also grateful to ‘PlaceMakers’ in Westgate for 
again donating the wood to Neil for his wonderful 
creations.
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First movie of the year!
Friday 19th March at 7.30pm

Kollision / Collision

Come for a very hyggelig aften with coffee and cake 
and a great danish movie movie 

(Sorry no English subtitles ) 

Family Drama from 2019: When an engineer’s 
daughter is taken from him, he stops at nothing to 

reunite them.

Starring: Nikolai Lie Kaas, Cecilia Stenspil,  
Tommy Kenter - and more 

Thank you!
To the Danish Society

Thank you so much for the beautiful red flowers  
our mother, Tove Larsen, received during her 17 day 

stay at Auckland Hospital in February. 
They gave her much pleasure.

Kindest regards
Tui (Hannah) Dunlop and Stephen Larsen

Mange tak!
Thank you all very much for the beautiful flowers  

I received for my 80th birthday.
I really appreciate your thoughtfulness.

Med venlig hilsen Helle Hansen

Working Bee at the Danish House
Sunday 11th April

It’s time to have 
fun!!! Are you a 
person who enjoys 
having fun and 
meeting people?
Are you a person 
who has all the 
power tools in the 

shed, but never use them? Are you a person 
who likes to show off your skills or learn new 
ones? Then we have a great opportunity for you.  
Some of the skills we are looking for are:
- Painting skills
- Ladder climbing skills
- Vacuum cleaning skills
- Scaffolding building skills
- just to name a few.

Even if you don’t have any skills, the place to be 
is at the Danish House in Penrose on Sunday 
11th April. You will be part of a working bee  
with great atmosphere. To top it off, for your 
time we will supply lunch and a refreshment on 
the house.  
It all starts at 9 am. And finishes at 4pm.
Looking forward to seeing you there.

Please register your interest by either calling/ 
texting Peter on 0210543732  or emailing 
house@danishsociety.org.nz, before 7th April.

Open House - Easter Sunday

Sunday 4th April, 2-4pm
Come along and enjoy some Easter ‘hygge’

Complimentary coffee and tea will be served  
along with ‘aebleskiver’.

All welcome - no need to book.
Please note: No Danish Easter church service this year.

Congratulations to our winners of double 
passes to The Food Club (Madklubben)
Four lucky winners received double-passes to the film.

Congratulations to: Christina Jensen, Inger Mortensen, 
Roselle Rasmussen and Helle Westergaard
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A wonderful reason to celebrate ‘our 
house’ and very fitting when a 21st birth-
day celebration falls on 21-02-21 (the 
actual opening was 20-02-00).   We were 
so fortunate to fit this in, between two 
‘lockdowns’.

We had a great turn out with 62 people 
attending to mark this special anniversa-
ry with speeches by our President, Jacob 
Thuesen and Bjarne Elowsson, who also 
unveiled our new plaque.  A traditional 
Danish ‘kaffeebord’ with home-baking 
made for a lovely afternoon.

Special thanks goes to all those who 
helped and especially Karen Anders-
en-Yates, Lise Elowsson, Ruth Ungemuth, 
Vera Taylor, Amy Dunlop and Kirsten 
Jensen for the beautiful baking.

21st Anniversary Celebration of Danish House, Penrose

Lise Elowsson with lagkage
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Bla bla bla

21st Anniversary Celebration of Danish House, Penrose

President with the welcome speech Bjarne Elowsson unweiling the plaque

Kaffe og kage Niels & Rita Jaegersborg, Bente Winter, Lorraine & 
Finn Nielsen, Lise & Bjarne Elowsson – ‘Life Members’
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James Thomsen
My class and team mate at Henderson Primary 1953-57

I had been in contact with James over a number of 
years.

He lived in Copenhagen.

I hoped a contact if I got to visit the place my Dan-
ish ancestors came from, Bogø, a Danish island in 
the Baltic Sea, just west of Møn

His business was getting redress for people whose 
bookings were not honoured by airlines.

So it was a big shock to be told by fellow pupil Liz 
Smith that James had died in 2018 But not before 
she had visited Copenhagen May 2018 and she said 
James had been a great host.

With some leads Liz gave me this is what I have 
learnt about James.

Compiled to see if any members of the Danish 
Society remember his family

I found Jame’s family immigrated to NZ arriving in 
1952 via Sydney aboard the Wanganella.

James Rosenstand Thomsen
Father. Ib Jorgen Rosenstand Thomsen bc1924-c1974 
Mother Inga Thomsen b c 1935

Occupation possibly ; Farmer * unsubstanciated 11 
yrs younger brother Niels-JorgenThomsen b in NZ 
They lived in Henderson 1952-1960.

Returned to Denmark. “Ib liked it here in NZ. but 
Inga want to go home”-Liz quoting James.. The fam-
ily returned to Denmark. Dec 1960 to Southhamp-
ton on the Rangitoto. Note Nationality was listed as 
“British

Robert Findlay

James Thomsen in May 2018 
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Used household batteries recycling
As a Dane, living in 
New Zealand, I have al-
ways found it extreme-
ly difficult to throw out 
household batteries in 
the normal rubbish col-
lection, knowing they 
will end up in landfill.
Something that I know 
feels strange to a lot of 
other Danes because 
we have been speaking 
about it. Even to the 
point, where once in a 
while, I have taken used 
batteries with me home 
to Denmark in my suit-
case to get recycled.
Therefore, we are happy 
to advise, that with the 

approval from the Committee, a tube for used household 
batteries will be placed at the Danish House in Penrose.
We expect to have this in place within the next few 
months.
In the tube you can put any used household batteries (no 
car batteries or industrial type batteries).
So bring your used batteries next time you go to the 
Danish House and put them loose into the tube (no plas-
tic bags please). 
Once the tube is full, it will be taken to a facility in West 
Auckland managed by Rubbish Direct, who will sort 
them and send them off to be processed and recycled.
If you are in the house and see that the tube is full, kindly 
notify either Peter Hansen or Brian.
The service does come with a cost. We pay a monthly fee 
to have the tube in the house and we pay for tube to be 
replaced once it is full.
Jolene and I will sponsor the first collection and if any-
one else would like to support this sustainable idea, 
please do not hesitate to contact either Peter or Brian via 
house@danishsociety.org.nz

Jolene & Brian Nielsen

Tea towels + keys
Hi All,

In the spirit of recycling and ‘not to buy new things all 
the time’.
If anyone has an abundance of tea towels at home that 
is never getting used, we would very much appreciate 
them at the Danish House, Penrose.
The ones we have are getting a little bit old and worn 
out.
Please contact Brian on house@danishsociety.org.nz 
and he can come pick them up.
At the same time, we like to ask anyone with a key to 
the house which they don’t use anymore, to return it 
to either Peter Hansen or myself.

Peter Hansen & Brian Nielsen

Quick Check Calendar
MARCH
Fri 19th –  Film evening

APRIL
Sun 4th –  Open House
Sun 11th –  Working Bee, Penrose
9th-11th –  Working Bee, Valhalla
Fri 16th  –  Film evening

MAY
Sun 2nd –  Open House
Fri 21st  –  Film evening
Sat 29th  –  Smørrebrødsfest

JUNE
Sun 6th –  Open House
Fri 18th –  Film Evening
Sun 27th –  Skt Hans
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INFO
Subscription

(2020/21 financial year)

Youth Member (0-18)....................
Student Member (18-25).......
Full Member (25-65)..............
Gold Member (65+) ..............
Family Discount (off total)....

Financial year runs from 01/10/ 
2020 to 30/09/2021

Gratis
$10/pp
$65/pp
$55/pp
$30/pc

Additional
Royal Danish Consulate:
Inger Mortensen
022 0473 500
47A Normanby Road, Mt Eden
Auckland 1024
danish-in-auckland@mail.com

The Lutheran Church:
1 Harris Road, Mt Wellington
PO Box 85-014
09 579 4490

Danish Lutheran Church of NZ:
dkchurchsubs@gmail.com

The Danish 
Society Inc.

P.O. Box 12 279 - Penrose 1642
6 Rockridge Ave, Penrose
Auckland
Ph 09 580 3103
www.danishsociety.org.nz

             Facebook/danishsocietynz/

Bank a/c: ASB 12-3036-0671539-00

Contribute to
our magazine

The next magazine deadline is  
April. The magazine can 
also be read (in full co-
lour) online at    

              www.danishsociety.org.nz
Mail: editor@danishsociety.org.nz
Articles can be either in Danish or 
English.
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The Danish House
Valhalla, Leigh

09 580 3103
022 150 6973

Committee

Committee members
Annette Jorna                   021 777 926
Karina Østergaard Nielsen  021 776 728
Peter Hansen               021 054 3732
Lars Løffval                  020 4460 960
Finn Nielsen                027 484 6326

Other
Magazine Editor  & Webmaster:
Saj Choudhary            027 498 8933
editor@danishsociety.org.nz
webmaster@danishsociety.org.nz

Membership:
Jolene Gibbs Nielsen 027 531 9509
membership@danishsociety.org.nz

Mailout:
Christine Futterup       021 225 3873

Library:
Helle Gilderdale        021 0252 4956
gilderdaleclan@gmail.com

Danish House hire:
Peter Hansen               021 054 3732
house@danishsociety.org.nz

Danish Society

CONTACTS

President: 
Jacob Thuesen
president@danishsociety.org.nz

Vice-President:
Jesper Poulsen               020 4141 0666
vicepresident@danishsociety.org.nz

Treasurer & Valhalla booking:
Christine Futterup
treasurer@danishsociety.org.nz &
valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz

Secretary: 
Anna Muir
secretary@danishsociety.org.nz

Events & Socials:
Annette Jorna
events@danishsociety.org.nz

Welfare
Kirsten Jensen

021 688 654

021 225 3873

          022 077 6334

029 479 2249


