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Glædelig jul og godt nytår!
Dear all, welcome to what is the last newsletter for
2020. As we are saying goodbye to 2020 it is time to
reflect on a year that sure hasn’t been what we expected. It’s also time to hopefully take some time off and
enjoy the company of family and friends, while we are
gathering around the Christmas tree. I personally will
also be sending lots of love back to our beautiful motherland, where nothing will be like any other years.
While Covid-19
is raging on in
Denmark,
restrictions
are
being
tightened even more.
While the daily
cases are on the
rise, we need to
take a moment
to acknowledge
how lucky we are
down here, that
we still have our “freedom”.
Even though throughout 2020 we had to cancel many
events, I still think we managed to finish the year
with a bang. On Saturday 28th of November, we welcomed 110 people for dinner of delicious smørrebrød.
The food was nothing but outstanding and the joy of
seeing so many people having a good time was just
fantastic. A very special thank you to Andrew Waller
from KitchenAid, who so generously donated a set of
KitchenAid appliances, which was raffled off during
the party. Thanks to all who participated. We managed to make $1,340 from the raffle tickets.
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In November we also held our yearly AGM where
the new committee was elected. Firstly, on that note I
would like to thank Rolf Siggaard and Saj Choudhary
for their commitment over the past two years. Both Rolf
and Saj were standing down from the committee although Saj will continue to support the society behind
the scenes as webmaster and newsletter editor. With
Rolf and Saj’s vacant positions, we were on the hunt
for a couple of
new faces. I
would
like
to
welcome
new committee members:
Karina Østergaard Nielsen,
who got elected for a one
year term and
Lars Løffval,
who got elected for two years. Also, a welcome back to Jesper
Poulsen, who was re-elected and will continue as Vice
President, as well as Peter Hansen and Finn Nielsen,
who got re-elected for two year terms. Finally, a thank
you to Anna Muir for putting her hand up for the secretary role, after serving the committee for one year.
“New as old”, I am looking forward to be working with
everyone on the committee in 2021. We will have further info around the new committee in the February
newsletter.
With that said, I would like to wish you all a glædelig
jul and a happy and safe nytår.
Best festive wishes
Jacob
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Kirsten Bojsen-Møller

It was with great sadness that I learned of the
passing of Kirsten Bojsen-Møller (Friday 27th
Nov.), while I was attending the AGM at Danish House. Her funeral was due to be held the
following morning, but despite the short notice,
a number of us from the Society were able to
attend. The notification was in NZ Herald 2nd
December.
Kirsten was an enthusiastic and popular member
of the Danish Society for the best part of 60 years,
we believe? Many of you will either know her or
will recognise her from her beaming smile and
twinkling eyes. She was a super active member
and attended most functions and events and was
a member of the Folk Dancers for many years.
She was a petite and refined lady, with wide
interests, fiercely independent and with a strict
moral code, who was not intimidated by much in
life, it seems. Her life story is extraordinary, to
say the least. I learned from her, just recently, in
fact, that she and her travelling companion had
visited no less than 46 countries, since the 1980s,
many off the well beaten tourist routes. Another
astonishing fact I learned from her son Mike was
that while working as a medical photographer,
she was involved in photographing the victims of
the Mt. Erebus Disaster.
Kirsten was, however, devastated when she finally, at the age of 90, lost her driver’s license. It was
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the end of her independence and her freedom /
ability to attend functions at The Danish Club, at
will.
Kirsten was highly revered back in Denmark
because her father was the famed Axel Bojsen-Møller, so there is no doubt where she inherited her adventurous spirit from. You can
read about her amazing father here: https://www.
oceanicartsociety.org.au/axel-bojsen-moller-globetrotter-the-wreck-of-the-monsoon-and-thefirst-new-guinea-expedition/
Thanks to Karen A Yates, Kirsten participated in
‘’The Immigrant Stories’ featured on our website.
Kirsten’s funeral was small and intimate and she
was clearly loved by her friends and family. Practical, eco-concious and ahead of her time, she insisted on a cardboard casket which was decorated
in blooming Pohutukawa flowers. She was 92. She
is survived by 4 adoring grandchildren and son
Mike and daughter Annette, both who were active
members growing up.
A life truly lived to the fullest, but we will surely
miss her and her beautiful smile.
Ære være hendes minde.
Kirsten Jensen

Calendar
Sun 20 Dec – Christmas Church Service

2021
Sun 14 Feb – Fastelavn (Long Bay Regional Park)
Sun 21 Feb – 21st Anniversary of the
			 Danish House, Penrose

No Open House in January
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Open House will return on
Sunday 7th February 2021
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Young Over 60’s
Our annual ‘Over 60’s’ smørrebrødsfrokost was held on Sunday October 18th and attended by 58 guests.
It was great to see members back again after the second lockdown. Smørrebrød was enjoyed by all!
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Scandinavian Christmas Market 2020
The Scandinavian Christmas Market went ahead as
planned, despite much uncertainty in the lead up
in the months prior, due to Covid lockdowns. The
day dawned with the promise of beautiful weather,
as usual, and no new cases of Covid in the community. Despite the numbers being down on last
year’s attendance, we felt very blessed and satisfied
with the result as we are certain that a significant
number may be avoiding crowded indoor events at
the moment and this is being felt at many indoor
Christmas events. The numbers were steady, but
not overwhelming, throughout the day, though,
and it resulted in a very enjoyable day for everyone
there. Our newest participants, The Norsemen,
turned out in full Viking costumes, suffering in the
heat, but were a huge hit with the kids and adults
alike. It was lovely to see a number of our members, at both ends of the age spectrum , decked out
in full costume. This adds such an authentic and
festive atmosphere to the market.
The committee is now fully involved in the planning and operation of this event which is now our
biggest fundraiser and brings in a significant figure
to the club’s coffers. Even though we continue to
find ways to improve and enhance the event each
year, I feel like The Scandinavian Christmas Market is becoming like a well oiled machine. None
of this would be possible without our fabulous
Stall Holders, some who have been with us from
the beginning,, 10 years , and of course all of our
many helpers, from the club. The popular hot dog
stand manned by a team of dedicated, hardworking volunteers from the club, is a big income earner and deserves mention. So a big shout out to all
of you....too many to name, but no matter what
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your involvement, big or small, we so appreciate all
of you and your willingness and support for this
event, which has clearly put the Danish House on
the map. The Twilight Market is also increasing in
popularity each year and a huge thank you to our
willing helpers for that event also. The delicious
aebleskiver and glogg are a huge drawcard . What
I find enormously satisfying is to see the fantastic
turnout of members of the club, of all ages, who
look forward to and participate so enthusiastically
in this annual event. I have to mention Jack Yates
(91) and his stall of gorgeous handmade, intricately painted wooden Nisser families. Karen and Jack
made a beautiful couple dressed in national costume. The next day Jack had successful heart surgery. Jack and Karen are pictured with young members in costume . We hope to see more kids dressed
up, next year. There are prizes up for grabs.
I feel very grateful that we were able to end this trying year in such a positive way, with 2 big happy
events.....The Scandinavian Christmas Market and
the Smørrebrøds Party. How fortunate are we to
be able to socialise and move about freely, without fear, especially at this time of the year? We are
acutely aware that hundreds of Christmas Markets,
worldwide, have been cancelled this festive season
and families and friends separated. I look forward
to saying farewell to 2020 and trust 2021 brings
new hope for not only us but the parts of the world,
who are still desperately struggling, to control this
virus, including little Denmark.
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Kirsten Jensen on behalf of The Committee
Glædelig Jul og Godt Nytår
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Scandinavian Christmas Market 2020
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Welcome Back / Christmas Smørrebrødsfest
A fantastic party with 110 guests filled our hall and enjoyed smørrebrød at it’s best with ‘julestemning’
.. Christmas cheer and a chance to catch up. Just under 600 sandwiches were prepared by 16 wonderful
‘smørrebrødsnisser’ and the tables once again so beautifully set out by our dedicated team of helpers.
An amazing raffle, pakkeleg and ris a la mande made for a very fun evening.

Food preparation earlier same day

Food ready for the party

Tables all set up and ready

Party has started

Pakkeleg

Speech from our President

Annette and Robert
- lucky winners of the prizes
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Peter thought he’d won a
prize too (Finn)
WWW.DANISHSOCIETY.ORG.NZ

Last guests showing some proper
moves on the dancefloor!
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Life members
At the recent AGM the committee recommended
four people for Life Membership.
Kai (Ken) and Bente Winter
Kai and Bente have been steadfast supporters of
the Danish Society since joining in 1965. They
were part of the major effort that turned the Parnell Picture Palace into the home of the Danish
Society Auckland (DDF). Kai was president from
1968 – 1971, and Bente also served on the DDF
committee. Kai was also on the inaugural subcommittee for Valhalla in 1977. Their support for
the 1960s youth club was great and varied. Many
youth club camps or excursions started in the back
of a Danske Møbler van. They opened their house
for BBQ’s and the use of their pool. With the shift
to Penrose, they provided the new curtains for the
hall and the little felt buttons at the bottom of all
the table legs (this was a real boon in helping to
protect our lovely beech floor). Kai and Bente have
been long serving members of the Society, but due
to unforeseen circumstances, they were not able to
attend the AGM.
Bjarne and Lise Elowsson
Bjarne was one of the
members, looking for, and
finding, the property that
became Valhalla. Bjarne
was also one of the members of the inaugural
Valhalla subcommittee.
In 1995 Bjarne was part of what became the futures subcommittee. He was heavily involved
with the activities that lead to the purchase of
6 Rockridge Ave, and the building of the new Danish House. Bjarne was president from 1998 – 2002.
Through all of this Lise was the major support for
Bjarne and the futures subcommittee, answering many of the queries that came on the phone
and being a crucial support that allowed the new
building at Penrose to come to fruition. Bjarne
and Lisehave also been long serving members of
the Society since 1970. At the AGM held on the
29th November 2020, the Committees’ recommendation that Kai and Bente Winter and Bjarne
and Lise Elowsson be given Life Membership was
passed with acclamation. Bjarne and Lise were
presented with Life Membership badges.
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Fastelavnsfest
“slå katten af tønden”
Sunday 14th February, 2021 - 9am onwards
Long Bay Regional Park,
Picnic Site No. 6 (this is
the first one on the left as
you enter the park). You
will see our flag! Dressup parade, hit the cat out
of the barrel, lots of fun,
games and prizes. Bring
a picnic lunch (no cafes
in the park). Remember
your swimming togs and
sunscreen! In the case of rain, we’ll move the
event to The Danish House in Penrose.
For more information contact:
events@danishsociety.org.nz
Please contact the events team, if you are able
to run this event.

21st Anniversary Celebration of
Danish House, Penrose
Sunday 21st February, 2021 - 2pm onwards
Complimentary
Traditional Dansk
Kaffebord.
There will be
guest speakers,
unveiling of the plaque and a short video of the
opening. Please register your interest to attend
with - events@danishsociety.org.nz (by 14 Feb)
Let the Events team know if you are able to
help with baking.
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INFO
The Danish
Society Inc.
P.O. Box 12 279 - Penrose 1642
6 Rockridge Ave, Penrose
Auckland
Ph 09 580 3103
www.danishsociety.org.nz
Facebook/danishsocietynz/
Bank a/c: ASB 12-3036-0671539-00

Subscription

(2020/21 financial year)
Youth Club (0-18).................... Gratis
Student Member (18-25)....... $10/pp
Full Member (25-65)..............$65/pp
Gold Member (65+) .............. $55/pp
Family Discount (off total).... $30/pc
Financial year runs from 01/10/
2020 to 30/09/2021

Contribute to
our magazine

The next magazine deadline is
January. The magazine
can also be read (in full
colour) online at
www.danishsociety.org.nz
Mail: editor@danishsociety.org.nz
Articles can be either in Danish or
English.
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CONTACTS
Danish Society
The Danish House
Valhalla, Leigh

09 580 3103
022 150 6973

Committee

President:
021 688 654
Jacob Thuesen
president@danishsociety.org.nz

Committee members
Annette Jorna
021 777 926
Karina Østergaard Nielsen 021 776 728
Peter Hansen
021 054 3732
Lars Løffval
020 4460 960
Finn Nielsen
027 484 6326

Other
Vice-President:
Jesper Poulsen
020 4141 0666 Magazine Editor & Webmaster:
vicepresident@danishsociety.org.nz Saj Choudhary
027 498 8933
Treasurer & Valhalla booking: editor@danishsociety.org.nz
Christine Futterup 021 225 3873 webmaster@danishsociety.org.nz
treasurer@danishsociety.org.nz &
Membership:
valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz
Jolene Gibbs Nielsen 027 531 9509
membership@danishsociety.org.nz
Secretary:
Anna Muir
022 077 6334 Mailout:
secretary@danishsociety.org.nz
Christine Futterup 021 225 3873
Events & Socials:
Annette Jorna
events@danishsociety.org.nz
Welfare
Kirsten Jensen

Additional
Royal Danish Consulate:
Inger Mortensen
022 0473 500
47A Normanby Road, Mt Eden
Auckland 1024
danish-in-auckland@mail.com
The Lutheran Church:
1 Harris Road, Mt Wellington
PO Box 85-014
09 579 4490
Danish Lutheran Church of NZ:
dkchurchsubs@gmail.com

Library:
Helle Gilderdale
021 0252 4956
gilderdaleclan@gmail.com

029 479 2249
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