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THE SOCIETYDANISH NEWS

Dear all and welcome to the April report. 
As we all are doing our very best to settle 
in for what will be a very challenging time 
ahead, it’s time for us to keep you all in-
formed about what is going on in our society. 
It sure is a very strange time at the moment 
with no people around, no 
cars on the road and the dai-
ly updates in regards to the 
Covid-19 progression. 
On the behalf of the com-
mittee I would like to ex-
tend a massive thank you to 
those of our members who 
works in any of the essential 
businesses for keeping us all 
safe and well fed if you are a part of the retail 
network here in New Zealand. 
We as a society have a responsibility to help 
out where needed and I thought I would 
like to let you all know that we had offered 
Penrose to a group of young stranded Danes. 
I first heard about this group of 14 Danes the 
morning before the lockdown so we had to 
move quick if we were to host a group like 
that, and I would like to thank the commit-
tee for coming together via emails and phone 
calls at silly o’clock to make a plan. But lucki-
ly the group got their hotel stay extended for 

four weeks while they are working on a way 
to get home. It is in times like this I feel so 
proud to be Danish as well as being a part of 
a society like ours. 
Lastly on the Covid-19 subject I would like to 
send a clear message out to our elderly mem-

bers of our society that 
may feel a bit alone in these 
times that I can assure you 
that you are not alone and 
there is always someone 
in our society willing to 
talk. So if you do feel alone 
please do reach out to my-
self or anyone else from the 
society, all phone numbers 

are in this magazine. 
As you all know we have for the near future 
cancelled all society events, but I can assure 
you that all of the effected events will be re 
scheduled for later in the year, because who 
doesn’t miss our always popular cold table 
dinners. We will email you all as soon as it is 
safe for us to continue our activities. 
That’s all for me for now. But again, please 
stay safe everyone and I am looking forward 
to catching up with you all in the club in the 
hopefully near future.

Hilsen Jacob
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Roger passed away 
on 2nd February, 
aged 77.  Roger 
and his wife Ran-
di were both active 
members of the 
Danish Society.  
He was an accoun-

tant and served as Treasurer over a long pe-
riod when the Danish Society was manag-

Obituary
Roger Knights (1942 – 2020)

ing a mortgage on the new building.  He was 
an accomplished bass baritone singer, per-
forming in concerts, musicals and operas as 
well as mentoring young singers.  Roger and 
Randi sang a duet “Blue Smoke” in the DDF 
Revue in 1972, which is fondly remembered 
by members from those years

Ære være hans Minde

Dear Member of the Danish Society Inc.

It is apparent that the global COVID-19 
pandemic is changing rapidly by the day. We 
have to recognise that these are extraordi-
narily unusual times. COVID-19 has a sig-
nificant impact across NZ. Social distancing 
is the most effective option to slowing down 
the spreading of COVID-19. There is evi-
dence that spreading at a community level 
is the biggest risk.
The Committee strongly feel that we as a So-
ciety have an obligation to do what we can 
to slowing down any spread of the virus.
For that reason, and effective with immedi-
ate effect, we will postpone all Society host-
ed and initiated events for a period of time, 
at least the next five weeks. This means that 
events planned for this period, e.g. Queen 
Margarethe’s 80th birthday / Smørrebrøds-

fest, film evening, folk dancing, card players 
etc. will now be held at a later date. Kindly 
review the Events calendar on our website 
to see Events impacted:

http://danishsociety.org.nz/calendar/

We continue to monitor the situation close-
ly and will follow advise issued by the NZ 
government. Whilst we are aware that this 
decision will disappoint many members, we 
think this is a prudent and responsible ap-
proach. We will keep you updated.
We are looking forward to reverting to nor-
mality hopefully very soon. Many thanks 
for your understanding.

Best regards,
Committee, Danish Society Inc.

Postponement of all Society hosted and initiated events
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The February working bee was in a weekend 
where we had the hottest days of the year.
A small dedicated team managed to get 
make good progress despite the sweltering 
heat. Robert and Michael finish the fence, 
installed gates and repaired the broken 
boards on fence and repaired the chain con-
nections on the playground.

Jan and Antony made and installed doors to 
the woodshed, which will encourage safety 
awareness around the wood stack in partic-
ular for keeping littles ones out of shed.

Nick and Katrine cleaned up around the pa-
tio area and watered the puriri trees along 
driveway.

Valhalla - our working bee in February
Christian and a team, Mamakan, Quintin 
and there friend for Holland , Roselle, and 
Katja carried out much needed track main-
tenance, moth plants, cutting trees under 
power lines.

Meanwhile all were kept feed and watered 
by the kitchen crew. The weekend was hot 
but everyone did a great job albeit it at a 
slower pace because of the heat. Thank you 
all. Michael Kofoed.

As the country has moved into level 4, which 
means we all are staying at home and in our 
community, Valhalla is closed down. Even 
if you were within a community distance 
to Valhalla, we can not take responsibility 

Covid-19 and Valhalla

for a level of cleaning to avoid the possible 
spread of Covid-19 for multiple users.

There is no cancellation fee during this time 
should you wish to cancel a future booking.
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Contribute to
our magazine

20

P.O. Box 12 279 - Penrose 1642
6 Rockridge Ave, Penrose
Auckland
Ph 09 580 3103
www.danishsociety.org.nz

             Facebook.com/danishsocietynz/

Bank a/c: ASB 12 3036 067 1539 00

The Danish House 09 580 3103
Valhalla, Leigh  022 150 6973

Treasurer:
Christine Futterup     09 299 6985
treasurer@danishsociety.org.nz

Valhalla booking:
Tina Hejrskov 
09 428 7985 or 021 119 9264
valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz

Secretary: 
Rolf Siggaard             021 229 9761
secretary@danishsociety.org.nz
Events & Socials:
Annette Jorna
events@danishsociety.org.nz

Welfare
Kirsten Jensen            029 479 2249

Committee
Committee members

Annette Jorna         021 777 926 
Saj Choudhary        027 4988 933
Peter Hansen         021 054 3732
Anna Muir             022 077 6334
Finn Nielsen          027 484 6326

Other
News Magazine Publisher:
Saj Choudhary            027 4988 933
editor@danishsociety.org.nz

Membership:
Jolene Gibbs Nielsen 027 531 9509
membership@danishsociety.org.nz

Webmaster:
Saj Choudhary           027 4988 933
webmaster@danishsociety.org.nz

Mailout:
Helle Scott                     09 521 2844

Library
Helle Gilderdale           021 0252 4956
gilderdaleclan@gmail.com

The next magazine deadline is  
April. The magazine can 
also be read online at 
www.danishsociety.org.nz

Mail: editor@danishsociety.org.nz

The Danish Society Inc.

President: 
Jacob Thuesen 021 688 654
president@danishsociety.org.nz

Vice-President:
Jesper Poulsen            020 4141 0666 
vicepresident@danishsociety.org.nz
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Down: Across:
1. Popular NZ sport 2. Cheap mode of transportation
3. Brewery
4. Honey

5. Animal
6. Animal
7. Popular Danish dish8. Dance

9. Norse seafarers
10. Danish city
11. Indigenous culture

12. Popular Danish sport

13. Toy production company

14. Sea area
15. Most northern point of Denmark


