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THE SOCIETYDANISH NEWS

Dear all and welcome to the first President’s  
Report of 2020.
I hope that you all have had a good Christmas 
and a happy New Year surrounded by friends 
and family. As we have said goodbye to all 
the fantastic achievements in 2019, it’s now 
time to look forward to 
a busy as well as a 2020 
full of fun.  We have got 
our Events Committee 
back up and running 
and I am very confident 
that we in 2020 will have 
something for everyone 
to enjoy. We are start-
ing off with our always 
popular Fastelavn up 
at Long Bay on Sunday 
February 23rd. See the 
ad in this newsletter for 
further details. Then on March 8th, we have 
the first concert of the year, so make sure you 
see the details in this newsletter. And if there is 
one event you do not want to miss out on, it’s 
the 20th Birthday of our beautiful building in 
Penrose. So many hours and hard work have 
gone in to keeping this place up to standard 
over the years, so please join me for the cel-

ebration on the 22nd of March. On this day 
we will also have our Family Fun Day, so this 
event is surely one that will cater for the whole 
family. Lots more info to follow, so please 
make sure you keep up to date with our online 
calendar as well as notices in this magazine. 

January also saw our 
hard orking Valhal-
la Working Group get-
ting together to discuss 
further developments. 
However, the group is a 
bit light on hands at the 
moment, so please, if you 
see yourself as a big sup-
porter/user of Valhalla, 
we could really use a bit 
of help. The group tends 
to meet up once a month 
from January/February 

until September. If you have any questions in 
regards to the Valhalla Group, please reach 
out and I will point you in the right direction.  
That’s it for now. Happy New Year once again, 
I am looking forward to seeing you all around 
the Club in the coming months.

Hilsen Jacob
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Long Bay Regional Park, Site 6 – That’s the first site on the left as you enter the park.
And don’t worry, the flag will be waving at you!

The site will be open from 9am, so there’s time to get dressed up, set up your picnic spot  
and/or go for a swim, before the official programme starts at 11am.

11am: Dress up parade (lots of prizes), immediately followed by:
11.30am: Tøndeslagning – hitting the cat out of the barrel

12pm: Lunch and relaxing
1pm: Games and races!

(All times are approximate, as the programme may vary,  
according to number of people attending, weather etc.)

We have the picnic site for the whole day, so you may want to  
stay for an evening picnic or nip up to Torbay for some takeaways.

In case of heavy rain, we will go to the Danish House.
Please contact Annette (021 777 926), if you’re in doubt.

Fastelavnsfest
“Slå katten af tønden”

Sunday 23rd February, 2020 - 9am onwards
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Smørrebrødsfest with a celebratory wel-
come drink and entertainment.
This will be the first ‘smørrebrøds’ fest of 
the year. What a great way to celebrate it!
Bookings will open on 10th March. 
Enquiries to events@danishsociety.org.nz.
More details in the March newsletter.

What? A working bee in February, you say? 
Yes! 
It will be a great time to see the moth plants 
flowering, and the next Working Bee is not 
until May, so lots of ‘After Summer’ main-
tenance to be done.
We will also put up the gates for the fabu-
lous new fence and weatherproof the shed, 
as we have decided it will need to last an-
other year.
You can sign up with Katja on email  
katja@haargaard.dk, while Michael will be 
the man at Valhalla to make sure we work 
and are fed.

Celebrating Dronning 
Margrethe’s 80th Birthday
Saturday 18th April, 2020 - 7pm

Valhalla Working Bee 

Friday 28th Feb - Sunday 1st Mar, 2020

A warm welcome to our newest members:

- Helene Taiko-Jensen and family
- Jessica Gillon
- Matt Halsey and Michelle Taggart
- Brian Karlson and Nino Murjikneli
- Marilyn Wreakes
- Rita Barnett

Have you changed your postal address, phone 
number and/or email address recently?
Have you had a new addition to your family?
Please check your contact details and family 
members listed on your Subscription Invoice. 
If any changes are required, please email: 
membership@danishsociety.org.nz
Thank you - Membership co-ordinator

Subscription fees for 2019/2020 are now due.
Invoices have been posted to all current members.  If you have not received your invoice, 

please email: membership@danishsociety.org.nz
***An ‘*’ on your monthly magazine envelope label indicates payment is outstanding.

Thank you in advance for your timely payment.
Kind Regards - Membership co-ordinator

New members Update of contact details

Subscription fees for 2019/2020
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Concert: Gemma Lee and Charlotte Francis
Sunday 8th March, 2020 - 2 pm at Danish House, Penrose

Price: $20 – The concert will be  followed by a scrumptious afternoon tea

Gemma Lee (piano) and 
Charlotte Francis (vio-
lin) are back at the Danish 
House with a new and excit-
ing programme. This year 
marks the 200th birthday 
of Beethoven, and the duo 
will be playing  Beethoven 
Violin Sonata No 5 as their 
contribution to mark this 
event. Furthermore, they 
will be playing a piece by a 
relatively unknown female, 
American composer,

Amy Beach, Sonata for Violin and Piano
Formed in 2016, the Francis-Lee Duo consists of University of Auckland School of Mu-
sic graduates, violinist Dr Charlotte Francis and pianist Gemma Lee. Both have gained 
individual successes in chamber music throughout New Zealand and overseas, and are 
rapidly gaining recognition locally as an exciting upcoming chamber ensemble. They have 
performed in various venues across the Upper North Island, including the Auckland Cen-
tral City Library, Whittaker’s Musical Museum, Waikato Museum, among many others. 
Having enjoyed previously working with each other in the University’s Faculty of Creative 
Arts and Industries as administrative staff, the two decided to collaborate musically with 
long-term professional intentions.
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20th Anniversary of the Danish House, Penrose
& Family Fun Day
Sunday 22nd March, 2020

11.45am – BBQ Lunch

2.30pm – Complimentary Afternoon Tea, ‘Kaffebord’, including a glass of bubbles.
Guest speakers plus a special presentation of the ‘History of Building the Danish House’

The Danish House was opened on the 20th of February 2000.   
We hope to see as many members as possible incl. the ones who attended the opening in 2000.

We have planned this event a month late to give the  
Committee time to organise it after the summer break.

There will be a bouncy castle and activities for the children.   
Come along and help us celebrate this special occasion.  The bar will be open.

*You may wish to join us just for the afternoon tea, 
but please be sure to book early for catering purposes.

RSVP by Friday 13th March  - for both or either part of our celebration.

BBQ Lunch -  $15 member / $20 non-member / $10 child under 12

Afternoon Tea – free

Book with Annette at: events@danishsociety.org.nz or phone 021 777 926

Please book and pay for the BBQ by the RSVP date, as we won’t be accepting bookings or  
payment on the day.  (If you wish to send payment, please contact me first)

Account details for online payments: ASB 123 036067 153900
1st ref   ‘SOC2203’
2nd ref  your name

** Any help you can offer with this event will be greatly appreciated.  We are looking for bakers, 
general help on the day and with the children’s activities.  Please contact one of the committee.
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Please note that the Open House 
has gone back to its original  
format, being first Sunday of  

every month for afternoon tea 
and a catch up.

No need to book!

Next one:
Sunday 1st March at 2pm

Everyone is welcome!
Come and enjoy meeting 

new and old friends.
Coffee and cake from $2.50.

OPEN HOUSE

Bent passed away 
on 8th Novem-
ber, aged 90.  Bent 
and his wife Ruth 
were active mem-
bers of the Danish 
Society, starting 
from the 1950s.  
Bent was a print-
er and he printed 
our newsletter for 

many years.  They brought up their fami-
ly in the traditional Danish way, celebrat-
ing their Diamond Anniversary a few 
years ago.

Ære være hans Minde

Obituary
Bent Hansen (1928 – 2019)

Photos from Julegudstjeneste/Christmas Service in Danish
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I just wanted to let you all know that I have 
really enjoyed being your Booking Officer 
for the past 7 years, but I feel with being the 
Treasurer for another 2 year term,  I need 
to let something go.  We are very lucky to 
have Tina Hejrskov who has said she would 
love to be the new Booking Officer.  I will 
still back up Tina, when she is on holiday or 
needs help, so the Valhalla booking will be 
in good hands.  Just to make it a bit easier 
for Tina, if you can please email all your re-
quests to Valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz and 
she will get back in touch with you.  it’s hard 

to keep track of emails, texts and phone calls 
at times, especially if they all want the same 
weekend and you are also busy with your 
own life and work.  If you send an email and 
don’t hear back, please email again so that 
you are sure that your email has been seen, 
as we don’t send out confirmations of emails 
received anymore. Instead you will get an 
email saying that you are booked in.

Kind Regards
Christine Futterup

New booking officer from 7th February, 2020

To our membership,

Vera Taylor has been involved with the 
bookkeeping of The Danish Society for 
many years.  I know, as I have worked with 
her for the past 6 years as the Treasurer of 
the Society.  Vera has decided to step down 
after all these years.  A big Thank You goes 
out to Vera. So, I am looking for someone 
who would like to work alongside of me 
using MYOB. If you have done some book-
keeping or Accounts Payable before, this 
will be a walk in the park. It’s not a hard job 
to do and full training will be given, so if 
you don’t have any experience that doesn’t 
matter, as long as you are keen to learn.  I do 
need someone to enter invoices into MYOB. 
This is an audit requirement of our Society, 
as it has to be a different person inputting 

the invoices to the person making the pay-
ments.  I will back up the person who is hap-
py to apply for the role if and when needed, 
so you won’t be alone.

If you think you would like to put your 
name forward, please phone either Vera or 
myself to get any questions answered and 
let us know you are happy to help.  I would 
think this is about a 10  hours per month, 
depending on the time of the year.

Please contact on phone or email  
Christine Futterup on 021 225 3873 or  
christine.futterup@jabber.net.nz

Or Vera Taylor on mobile 027 4514 366 or  
email verataylornz.gmail.com

Bookkeeping position The Danish Society
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Cocio frame of 12 is at 50% discount to the  
normal price you pay buying it in the bar.

Only available while stock last and by buying a full frame.
Email your order on info@danishsociety.org.nz 

Confirm number of frames and total price in the email.
Then transfer the amount to Bank a/c: ASB 12 3036 067 1539 00

IMPORTANT: Put your name in the reference field.
You can also buy them at the Danish House at

6 Rockridge Avenue in Penrose by prior arrangement.
Please email us on info@danishsociety.org.nz

Cocio for sale!!! 12 bottles for $40

INFO

Contribute to
our magazine

20

P.O. Box 12 279 - Penrose 1642
6 Rockridge Ave, Penrose
Auckland
Ph 09 580 3103
www.danishsociety.org.nz

             Facebook.com/danishsocietynz/

Bank a/c: ASB 12 3036 067 1539 00

The Danish House 09 580 3103
Valhalla, Leigh  022 150 6973

Treasurer:
Christine Futterup 09 299 6985
treasurer@danishsociety.org.nz

Valhalla booking:
Tina Hejrskov 09 428 7985 or  
021 119 9264
valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz

Secretary: 
Rolf Siggaard 021 229 9761
secretary@danishsociety.org.nz
Events & Socials:
Annette Jorna
events@danishsociety.org.nz

Welfare
Kirsten Jensen  029 479 2249

Committee
Committee members

Annette Jorna  021 777 926 
Saj Choudhary  027 4988 933
Peter Hansen  021 054 3732
Anna Muir  022 077 6334
Finn Nielsen  027 484 6326

Other
News Magazine Publisher:
Saj Choudhary  027 4988 933
editor@danishsociety.org.nz

Membership:
Jolene Gibbs Nielsen 027 531 9509
membership@danishsociety.org.nz

Webmaster:
Saj Choudhary  027 4988 933
webmaster@danishsociety.org.nz

Mailout:
Helle Scott 09 521 2844

The next magazine deadline is  
February. The magazine 
can also be read online at 
www.danishsociety.org.nz

Mail: editor@danishsociety.org.nz

The Danish Society Inc.

President: 
Jacob Thuesen 021 688 654
president@danishsociety.org.nz

Vice-President:
Jesper Poulsen  020 4141 0666 
vicepresident@danishsociety.org.nz


