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THE SOCIETYDANISH NEWS

Hi all and a very warm welcome to the first 
President Report for the year 2019-2020
Firstly, I would like to send out a personal 
thank you to the 2018-2019 committee that 
worked extremely hard to make all of our 
events and every day running of the club pos-
sible. Also, a very special thank you to Brian 
Kamper who is sadly leaving the committee 
and his role as vice-president.
He is leaving huge shoes to fill, as he has been 
working extremely hard over the years for our 
club.
This is not just a thank you to the main com-
mittee but also a huge thank you to all of our 
volunteers at our Penrose and Valhalla events. 
Our club wouldn’t be the same, if it wasn’t for 
all of you.
At this year’s AGM we had three positions 
up for grabs and I would like to welcome you 
all to our newest committee members; Anna 
Muir, Finn Nielsen and Peter Hansen. I am 
looking forward to working with you all over 
the coming months.
What a year it has been for both Valhalla and 
Penrose, with Penrose getting a much needed
makeover! I am sure you will all agree how 
good it looks. It was also another good year 
when you look at memberships, up 2% on the 
previous year and, I know that may not seem 
like a lot but any increase in memberships in 
societies like ours is a great result. With new 
members joining a big job lies ahead to make 

sure that our new members are being well 
looked after and that they feel
welcome. It is important that we host events 
that are exciting and enjoyable for a wide 
range of ages, so we welcome any suggestions 
of things you would like to attend.
This membership year kicked off with our 
Scandinavian Christmas market which I am 
excited to say was our most successful to 
date. We ended up making a good amount of 
money on both the door and the hotdog/ 
Cocio (Danish chocolate milk) stand. All 
proceeds will go straight back in to making
the club a better place, so I am super excited 
to see what 2019-
2020 will bring.
Please make sure 
you read through 
our events ads in 
this magazine as 
there are some very 
exciting events  
coming up.
That is all for me  
for now.
May you all have a 
fantastic Jul and a 
very happy  
New Year!

Hilsen Jacob

Glædelig jul og godt nytår!



AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND DECEMBER 2019DANISH SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

ISSN 2537-8473 (PRINT) ISSN 2537-8481 (ONLINE)WWW.DANISHSOCIETY.ORG.NZ

As Jacob mentioned in the October newsletter, a 
midden (rubbish dump) became exposed due to 
erosion near a path on the bay side where we were 
searching for moth plants.  On first appearance the 
rubbish consisted of mainly broken glass which did 
not look old at all.  Much of this was removed and 
discarded as it would have been a safety hazard with 
people walking in the area.  On closer inspection 
there were thicker pieces of glass, not of a modern 
type and mixed in with broken pieces of crock-
ery.  One volunteer found a completely intact thick 
brown bottle.  I took two pieces of crockery away to 
research as it was clear they were old - pictured.

What I have found out has prompted me to share the 
following information with club members.  Finding 
such “treasures” may come under the Heritage New 
Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014, especially if it is 
pre-1900.  There is information on the Heritage New 
Zealand website about archaeological sites, includ-
ing middens or rubbish dumps - both Maori and 
European.

www.heritage.org.nz/protecting-heritage/archaeology

Museum of New Zealand Te Papa was able to tell me 
that the crockery I found was from a 1903 descrip-
tion of the Canterbury Cooperative Association 
who sold earthenware and a number of other goods.  
This particular piece came from a range they created 
for NZFCA or New Zealand Farmers’ Cooperative 
Association called “Daisy”.

I have the following advice from Greg Wal-
ter, Archaeologist with Heritage New Zealand 
should you come across any further material  
(GWalter@heritage.org.nz, DD 09 307 9924)

“If any more artefacts are found in a similar cir-
cumstance it would be helpful if you could photo-

graph them and send them to us, with a picture of 
the site.”

I also contacted the University of Auckland Archae-
ology Department who directed me to ArchSite, the 
national register of archaeological sites in NZ.  Ac-
cess to the public is limited, but Rebecca Phillipps 
(rebecca.phillipps@auckland.ac.nz) has full access 
through the University.  Supplying coordinates of 
finds is a really big help.  Rebecca told me that there 
is indeed historic activity recorded in the vicinity of 
Valhalla.  It pertains to the little historic house with 
chimney that used to stand a little up stream of the 
bay.  The chimney stood all by itself for many years 
as many of you might recall, but it is now gone.  The 
site number on ArchSite is R09/1017.

It is unclear who left their rubbish behind at Valhal-
la, but it sure is interesting trying to find out!

Birgitte Harris

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 
- what you should do if you discover middens at Valhalla
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Danish Society’s World War II Legacy Continues 

As many of you know, the Danish Society was  
begun in 1942 to help fundraise for the Allied 
troops and support Danes living under Nazi oc-
cupation. This year we were given a unique op-
portunity to continue upholding this legacy and 
reaffirming our Society’s commitment to ending 
fascism and racism. 

Earlier this year a large number of boxes of 
books were unceremoniously dumped in the 
Danish House Library – if you have unwanted 
Danish-language books, please call our diligent 
librarian, Helle Gilderdale, first! We soon dis-
covered why this donation had been left anon-
ymously: among the Danish books we found a 
small German book of Nazi war history which 
had been written during the Second World War. 
As Nazi propaganda, we quickly established that 
this book had no home in our club library! Our 
library team suggested to the Committee that we 
donate the proceeds of selling this book to an  
antisemitism charity here in NZ – the committee 
heartily agreed. 

Your librarian and library nisser are pleased to 
report that the book has now sold for $121 on 
Trade Me! This sum will be donated in the Dan-
ish Society’s name to the Shadows of Shoah Holo-
caust and Antisemitism Foundation of Aotearoa 
New Zealand.

Shadows of Shoah is a charitable trust and ar-
tistic project which aims to communicate the 
gravity and significance of the Holocaust in a 
unique way. Their interviews with Holocaust 
survivors are deeply moving and confronting, 
giving a human face to this devastating event in 
world history. If you would like to know more 
about their work and exhibitions please visit  
www.shadowsofshoah.com/home 

If you do have any Danish books you would 
like to contribute to our library, please 
call Helle on (09) 4787016 or email her at  
gilderdaleclan@gmail.com

Anna Gilderdale
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Long Bay Region-
al Park, Picnic Site  
No. 6 (this is the first 
one on the left as you
enter the park).  You 

will see our flag! Dress-up parade, hit the 
cat out of the barrel, lots of fun, games and 
prizes. Bring a picnic lunch (no cafes in the 
park). Remember your swimming togs and 
sunscreen!
In the case of rain, we’ll move the event to 
The Danish House in Penrose. For more in-
formation contact: events@danishsociety.
org.nz

Fastelavnsfest
“slå katten af tønden”

Sunday 23rd February, 2020 - 9am onwards

The Danish House 
was opened in Feb-
ruary 2000. This is a 
cause for celebration 

and the committee would like you to join 
with them to mark this special occasion. A 
day for the whole family with a BBQ lunch, 
celebratory afternoon tea with speeches and 
activities for the children including a boun-
cy castle. 
Be sure to put this date in your diary!
More details to appear in the next newsletter.

Celebrating 20 years of 
Danish House, Penrose 
and a Family Fun Day

Sunday 22nd March, 2020

Smørrebrødsfest with a celebratory wel-
come drink and entertainment.
This will be the first ‘smørrebrøds’ fest of 
the year. What a great way to celebrate it!
More details in the February magazine.

Celebrating Dronning 
Margrethe’s 80th Birthday
Saturday 18th April, 2020 - 7pm

Gemma Lee (piano) and 
Charlotte Francis (violin) 
will return to perform at 
Danish House next year. 

They both love the piano and the acoustics of 
the hall, and we’re very fortunate to be able to 
offer our members another spectacular pro-
gramme from these brilliant musicians. 
2020 is the 250th birthday of Beethoven so 
that will feature heavily in their repertoire, 
and they also look forward to introducing us 
to the wonderful American composer, Amy 
Beach.
More details in the February magazine.

Popular duo returns
Concert Sunday 8 March 2020 - 2pm 

ADVANCE NOTICE – ADVANCE NOTICE – ADVANCE NOTICE
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It’s the end of the year, and it’s time to take stock of the books and DVDs in 
the library. 
You are of course, as always, welcome to have books out over the holiday 
period, but it might be a good time to check whether you have been sit-
ting on some books and/or DVDs for a lengthy amount of time. If you 
have, it could be time to change them for something else and give some-

one else a chance to borrow what you have.
I am particularly keen to have the Matador collection of DVDs returned as 

it has been missing for quite a long time. The last recorded loan was 2017, and that borrower 
swears that it has been returned. 
So please: just return it, no questions asked. But if it has been damaged, please let us know so we 
can get a new set, as it is one of our most popular items.
And if you have books to donate, please let me know. We’re grateful for all donations, and we’ll 
be happy to take them off you, but please don’t just drop them off without telling anyone, as I 
won’t know when to come in and put them away. Boxes tend to pile up and letting me know 
means I can clear them before your next function.
Email: gilderdaleclan@gmail.com. Phone: 09 478 7016. Mobile: 021 0252 4956

Glædelig jul og godt nytår, from your librarian, Helle Gilderdale 

Missing DVDs

FEB 23: FASTELAVN

MAR 8: CONCERT / OPEN HOUSE

MAR 20: FILM EVENING

MAR 22:  CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF  
DANISH HOUSE, PENROSE /  
FAMILY FUN DAY

APR 17: FILM EVENING

APR 18:  SMØRREBRØDSFEST /  
CELEBRATING DRONNING  
MARGRETHE’S 80TH BIRTHDAY

MAY 3: OPEN HOUSE

MAY 15: FILM EVENING

MAY 23: QUIZ NIGHT

JUNE: EURO 2020 GAME(S) WITH DENMARK

QUICK CHECK CALENDAR 2020
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Photos from the Scandinavian Xmas Market

Sunday 3rd November , we hosted another great Scandinavian Christmas Market, enhanced by a stunningly beautiful 
day and a great turnout.  The Twighlight preview, on the Saturday evening prior, was well attended and is proving to 

be very popular with members and families, who get to indulge in gløgg and æbleskiver while shopping and socialising.
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who was involved.  It is so rewarding to see more and more members, across the 

generations....and whole families, now involved in this popular and fun event.
The Danish Society is benefiting greatly from this annual Christmas Market, but it takes months of organising and  
coordinating. It means the whole event runs more smoothly and is enjoyable for all when we have lots of hands to 

share the tasks that need to be done before and after the event.
You are too many to name here...but to you all, your willingness and involvement is greatly appreciated.

Kirsten, Finn & The Committee
Glædelig Jul og Godt Nytår
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Hella Joof ’s HAPPY ENDING - In Cinemas December 12

Thank you Randi for all the great 
movies, lovely cakes and November’s 

gløgg and æbleskiver. 

A perfect finale for 2019.
See you all in 2020!!

Hella Joof ’s HAPPY ENDING will open in NZ cine-
mas on December 12th. This Danish delight is a cheeky 
star-studded romantic comedy about starting over later 
in life. Trailer: www.happyendingfilmnz.com/trailer

 
About HAPPY ENDING: Helle (Birthe Neumann) has 
been waiting forever for her workaholic husband Peter 
(Kurt Ravn) to retire so they can make the most of their 

autumn years together. But on the eve of his retirement Helle’s dreams of travel and excitement 
are dashed – not only is Peter launching a new career, but he’s invested their entire savings in a 
boutique vineyard in Austria. Unable to find a compromise Helle and Kurt split, to the astonish-
ment of their family and friends. 
What follows is a hilarious, unflinching comedy about love, life, sex and ageism, as Helle and Kurt 
each embark on a journey of discovery, filled with new opportunities, problems, attitudes and 
dreams. But how do you start again after 50 years of marriage?
Danish Director Hella Joof presents a winning examination of ageing and gender relations de-
scribed by Screen Daily as “the Nordic Best Exotic Marigold Hotel”
 
Further information can be found here: www.happyendingfilmnz.com
 
HAPPY ENDING OPENS IN NEW ZEALAND CINEMAS FROM DECEMBER 12TH

Winners of the 10 x double passes for the film (drawn after the AGM): Karen Yates, Bjarne 
Elowsson, Vera Taylor, Jørgen Holgersen, Pam Logan, Peter Hansen, Jolene Gibbs Nielsen,  
Jacob Thuesen, Rolf Siggaard and Annette Jorna. The tickets have been posted to you!

A very hyggelig evening 
at the movies… 
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INFO

Contribute to
our magazine

20

P.O. Box 12 279 - Penrose 1642
6 Rockridge Ave, Penrose
Auckland
Ph 09 580 3103
www.danishsociety.org.nz

             Facebook.com/danishsocietynz/

Bank a/c: ASB 12 3036 067 1539 00

The Danish House 09 580 3103
Valhalla, Leigh  022 150 6973

Treasurer & Valhalla booking:
Christine Futterup 09 299 6985
treasurer@danishsociety.org.nz &
valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz

Secretary: 
Rolf Siggaard 021 229 9761
secretary@danishsociety.org.nz

Events & Socials:
Annette Jorna & Tiana Rasmussen
events@danishsociety.org.nz

Welfare
Kirsten Jensen  029 479 2249

Committee

Committee members
Annette Jorna  021 777 926 
Saj Choudhary  027 4988 933
Jesper Poulsen           020 4141 0666

Other
News Magazine Publisher:
Saj Choudhary  027 4988 933
editor@danishsociety.org.nz

Membership:
Jolene Gibbs Nielsen 027 531 9509
membership@danishsociety.org.nz

Webmaster:
Saj Choudhary  027 4988 933
webmaster@danishsociety.org.nz

Mailout:
Helle Scott 09 521 2844

The next magazine deadline is  
January. The magazine can 
also be read online at www.
danishsociety.org.nz

Mail: editor@danishsociety.org.nz

The Danish Society Inc.

President: 
Jacob Thuesen 021 688 654
president@danishsociety.org.nz

Vice-President:
Brian Kamper Nielsen 021 620 918 
vicepresident@danishsociety.org.nz

Cocio frame of 12 is at 50% discount to the  
normal price you pay buying it in the bar.

Only available while stock last and by buying a full frame.
Email your order on info@danishsociety.org.nz 

Confirm number of frames and total price in the email.
Then transfer the amount to Bank a/c: ASB 12 3036 067 1539 00

IMPORTANT: Put your name in the reference field.
You can also buy them at the Danish House at

6 Rockridge Avenue in Penrose by prior arrangement.
Orders can be picked up at the Danish House on Monday 9th  
December at 7pm or by special arrangement (please email us)

Cocio for sale!!! 12 bottles for $40


