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Wow, end of June. Can you believe it? Half way
through the year already. It have been a while since
my last update so my apologies if some of this is a
couple of months old.
In April we welcomed back the band Himmerland
who came and gave a great concert at Penrose. We
decided to try something different this time with a
Sunday roast dinner prior to the concert and I am
very happy with the 30 people turnout so thank
you to those of you who turned up.
Secondly a huge thank
you to those of you who
came to our cold table
dinner on the 25th of
May where we catered
for around 90 people
with the most amazing
open sandwiches.
It was such a good evening and it seemed like
everyone had a great
time.
So what else have been happening since last. We
now have our new website up and running so make
sure you check it out. None of this would have
been possible without Saj who have had the big
task of making sure the transition went as smooth
as it did.
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of all events) All maintenance is all done by volunteers, and as we all know, many hands makes light
work. A working bee is fun and people are more
than welcome to stay the night.
At Penrose we are in the process of getting a new
gas stove and oven and this should be installed
within the next couple of weeks.
When you all read this
we have also had our
Skt. Hans to celebrate
the Danish midsummer, or as well we call it
down here midwinter.
We have some great
events coming up, so
please make sure you
check our events calendar for more info and
please remember that
the events are made for
you, so please support
by showing up. If anyone
have any ideas or comments in regards to our
events or anything else,
please let me know so we can all have a chat about
it.
That’s it for now so hopefully I will see you all
around the club in the near future.

We have also had a working bee up at Valhalla
where the house got the first coat of fresh paint to
make the outside of the house look a bit fresher.
Parts of the old fence was taken down in preparation for a new one. Thank you to all of you who
made the trip up to lend a hand and please make
sure that if you are a Valhalla user that you sign
up for at least one working bee each year. (you can
find the dates for the working bees on the overview
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NOTICE BOARD
New members

Welcome to our new members:
Vibeke Fieldes
Anna Muir
Charlotte Francis

Dannebrog

Dannebrog turned 800 years on
15th of June, and Queen Margrethe was in Estonia to mark
the occasion, as it was in Estonia
Dannebrog fell from the sky.

Thank you
Thank you to the Committee &
Members of the Danish Society
for sending me congratulations
and such very beautiful flowers
for my recent birthday.
Helen Scott

Danish Lessons
Taler du dansk?
Connie Kristensen is teaching
Danish lessons from her Tiny
House at Earthsong Eco Neighbour Village in Ranui.
Saturday mornings and Wednesday evenings.
Contact Connie on 0274 757 565
or danishlessons@danishsociety.
org.nz

No magazine in August
and September
Unless 1, 2 or more people step
forward, there is no newsletter in
August and September.

Danish Society.org.nz
Check out the redesigned website, and send us your comments.
Either directly to Saj or to the
magazine.
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If you are at home or at Valhalla
and flying Dannebrog, your Kiwi
friends might not know the Danish rules of flying Dannebrog, so
here they are;
- The flag must be of the correct
proportion and this is related
to the height of your flag pole
(which is why we can’t just buy
any Dannebrog in New Zealand).
- You must face the flag when it
is being raised and it must never
touch the ground.
- It must be lowered before sunset unless you have a light to illuminate it. If you fly the flag
after sunset it is known as flying
the flag for the devil (at flage for
Fanden).
- If you have a flagstaff and you
want to fly the Danish flag but
you can’t be doing with raising
and lowering it every day you
can use a Danish streamer and
this must be half the height of
your flag pole in length.
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There are even more rules in
Denmark, but as we are in New
Zealand, the local rules are (as
found on the homepage of the
Ministry for Culture & Heritage):
The New Zealand flag can be
flown any day of the year, usually
during working hours, and in a
variety of places.
Flag flying can be observed on
a 24 hour basis especially when
buildings are floodlit – although
continuous flying shortens a
flag’s life and it may have to be
replaced more often..
The New Zealand flag should
never be flown in a dilapidated
condition.

Regular events
Committee Meeting
Are held on the second Monday
of the month at 7.30pm
Folkdancers
Meet at 7.30pm on the second
and fourth Tuesday of every
month. Contact Finn Nielsen on
09 625 5533
Cardplayers
Meet on the first and third
Wednesday of the month 11am
to 3pm. Contact Paul Marquart
on 09 528 8119
Gardening Club
9.30am to midday on the first
Saturday morning of the month.
Contact Pam Logan on 09-4809883 pam.richardlogan@gmail.
com - or just show up.
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Palle Olsen - an acknowledgement
As announced in the April issue I would write
an acknowledgement to Palle in this magazine.
Palle has been an active Valhalla user for years before becoming the convenor of Valhalla in February
2011.
There were many, who couldn’t come to the working bee in March, where we celebrated him and his
hardworking and just as dedicated sidekick Adrienne, who sent their greetings, but one email really
summonded Palle’s contribution.
The member wishes to be anonymous;
“Palle Olsen’s remarkable contribution since 2003
when he began the reforestation project to convert
the Valhalla land into a forest park. His vision was to
have large areas of open grassland plus a NZ native
forest with a mixture of species to provide a habitat
for native birds. This project ran for about 15 years,
involving planning, path construction, raising seedlings at his own nursery, obtaining plants at wholesale prices, getting grants from the Regional Council to stabilize scree slopes, and organising teams of
people to plant, weed, and maintain the young forest. Palle’s vision, combined with his expertise as a
horticulturist, plus a lot of sheer hard work, was an
inspiration to the many people he motivated to contribute to the project. The later building of the patio,
outdoor BBQ, fireplace, pizza oven, playground, fire
wood shed, and the estuary outlook deck have been
the icing on the cake, with Palle’s vision and leadership again being important.”
Palle is made of a stuff that is become more rare
these days. He is a mix of good hardworking Kiwi
and Protestant spirit, where you work before you
rest (if you ever do rest), and few people can keep up
with Palle, when he is on a roll, and countless are the
hours he has spent on improving Valhalla.
I know he doesn’t feel he needs to be thanked, but
I am very thankful for his visions and work, which
will be enjoyed for many years. And fortunately Palle
has not completely retired. He still helps sometimes
at working bees and he still advises us in the Valhalla
Sub-committee.
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At the moment we haven’t appointed any new convenor but we share the role and the workload in the
Valhalla Sub-Committee. And to quote Palle, those
who do the work, get to decide what happens. So
we can only encourage you to join the committee, if
you want to have a say in the planning of the future
Valhalla and to join the working bees.

The next working bee is 12-13th of July
We will continue to work on a new fence, but as
always there are the tracks and kitchen duty.
Sign up with me at Katja@haargaard.dk
If you can’t make it in July, sign up for one of the
other working bees: Aug 9th & 10th, Sep 13th &
14th or Oct 13th & 14th.

RATES FOR VALHALLA

There is a $5pp per night Development Levy on all
members and guests over 2 years of age
Peak			Member		Guest
$35
Adults.................................... $20
$25
Children................................ $10
Off-Peak
$30
Adults.................................... $12
$20
Children............................... $6
Whole house daily rate
Off-Peak $120 - Peak rate $300
Christmas season $330 - Functions $330
Off-Peak: Mid-week only excluding Christmas season and school holidays
Peak: All school holidays, Christmas season and all
weekends.
Christmas season: Christmas Eve to the end of
Anniversary Weekend.
The house can only be hired for 7 days at any one
time.
For bookings and further information:
Christine Futterup
valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz
See pictures or read more about Valhalla:
www.danishsociety.org.nz
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EVENTS, EVENTS, EVENTS, EVENTS,
Smørrebrødsfest
Saturday 17th of August at 6:30pm
A chance for you to get together with friends and other Danish Society members
and do what Danes do best:
EAT GOOD FOOD !
For more information please contact:
Trine 021 1844963
Bookings: events@danishsociety.org.nz
Bookings open 29 July and close 9 August.
Price: Members: $25 / Non-members: $40
Internet banking: ASB 123 036067153900
1st ref: Your name 2nd ref: Soc0819SP

Legegruppe + Open House + Bingo
Sunday 7th of July at 11am + 12pm + 2pm
The Kids’ Klub or Legegruppen will meet at
11am for creative play. Kids are welcome to bring
an adult...
The Open House starts at 12pm. As always the
committee will provide bread and butter and
various condiments - you bring the toppings for
the smørrebrød.
The bar will be open, and there will also be coffee/tea afterwards. Price: A gold coin donation.
The BINGO starts
at 2pm after the
shared lunch.
Playing cards
$5 each.
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Movie night
Friday 19th of July at 7:30pm
Come and feel the chill.
Arctic (2018)
Featured at Auckland international film festival
2018. Starring Mads Mikkelsen.
Synopsis:
A man is
stranded in
the Arctic
after an airplane crash.
He must
decide
whether to
remain in the relative safety of his makeshift
camp or to embark on a deadly trek through
the unknown in hopes of making it out alive.
The movie is served with warm coffee and
homebake.
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EVENTS, EVENTS, EVENTS, EVENTS!
DATES TO PUT IN YOUR CALENDER

JULY 7:

OPEN HOUSE - BINGO

JULY 12-13:

VALHALLA WORKING BEE - Jacob running this one

AUGUST 10-11:

VALHALLA WORKING BEE - Antony running this one

AUGUST 17:

SMØRREBRØDSFEST

SEPTEMBER 1:

OPEN HOUSE

SEPTEMBER 14-15: VALHALLA WORKING BEE - Mike running this one
SEPTEMBER 21:

QUIZ NIGHT “HVOR DANSK ER DU MON?”

OCTOBER 12-13:

VALHALLA WORKING BEE - The whole Sub-Committee running this one

OCTOBER 20:

YOUNG OVER 60’S

NOVEMBER TBC:

BEER TASTING

NOVEMBER 3:

JULEMARKED

NOVEMBER 16:

JULEFROKOST at 12:30pm

NOVEMBER 24:

AGM

DECEMBER 1:

OPEN HOUSE - JULEGUDSTJENESTE

DECEMBER 8:

BØRNENES JULETRÆSFEST

FEBRUARY 2020:

FASTELAVN
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The four of us spent two years of preparing – educating ourselves about the countries, the route to take,
spare vehicle parts, communication radios between
the vehicles, visas, inoculations, what to bring (emergency food and a full medical kit, spades, wet wipes...)
We flew to Hong Kong and collected our vehicles
in Shenzhen. Then we drove north up to Xian, where
we joined the Silk Road, turning west through the
northern oasis cities along the Taklamakan desert. It
was a very different China – less people and traffic,
open modern leafy-green cities, clear blue skies, many
of the people Muslim Uyghurs rather than Chinese
Han. After a month of driving in China we arrived at
Kashgar near the border, with its distinctive Middle
Eastern culture.
Then it was over the Pamir Mountains via the Irkeshtam Pass into Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. Fascinating
countries where people were friendly and welcoming. It is a land of blue tiled domes, madrassas and
mosques, and cities with exotic names like Samarkand
and Bukhara.
We made a side trip to the Aral Sea, camped on the
shore. Then it was into the last of our Stans, Kazakhstan, and a visit to the Caspian Sea before travelling
across Russia, Ukraine and Poland - lands of Orthodox churches with their gold domes and elaborate
icons. Martin and I then travelled to Denmark and
Norway - a journey four months all in all.

porcelain, horses, gold and spices were also traded.
The Silk Road had its heyday between 100 BC and 800
AD, but trade continued into the 13th century.
The new roads were amazing – straight through
mountains and valleys via tunnels and viaducts, often
high above industries or farms. But we took numerous
old roads with their pot holes, mud and dust.
The Chinese are building new roads into Central Asia
to replace the old atrocious ones. Trucks will be able to
drive easily from China to Europe in a couple of days.
The stories of the appalling roads over the Irkeshtam Pass proved to be a thing of the past, but were
still gravelled, steep and winding as we ventured into
Kyrgyzstan. The roads in western Uzbekistan were often in a poor state of disrepair and the 4WD vehicles
were essential for our journeys to both the inland seas.
Once we left the main roads and turned northeast to
the Aral Sea, and later west to the Caspian Sea, there
were no roads, but just wheel tracks to follow across
the flat plateaus of sparse spindly grey vegetation. It
was slow, bumpy, dusty travel with few other travellers,
but it was all part of the wonderful adventure.
Our two vehicles ran on diesel and everywhere we
purchased it with ease – except in Uzbekistan, where
no official service stations would sell us diesel. Eventually a station attendant indicated us to follow a young
man in his old Lada. He led us into a run-down industrial area and told us to wait. Soon he returned and
opened his boot to reveal a row of five gallon plastic
yellow containers and he poured the contents into our
two cars.
The border crossings were entertaining but frustrating experiences. Often the more undemocratic and
restricted a country is, the more bureaucratic and inefficient it becomes, with bribes and tedious form filling. Each border crossing before Europe took between
three and five hours until when we sailed effortlessly
into the European Union. We felt very grateful to live
in a democracy like New Zealand.

The Silk Road is a single road, but rather a series of
routes from China through Central Asia to Iran, the
Middle East and the shores of the Black and the Mediterranean Seas. Lesser roads went into Afghanistan,
India, Russia and Europe, with the traditional beginning in Ch’ang-an, China, Xian of modern times.
While the route was named for the exotic cloth of silk,

It was wonderful to arrive in Denmark, that green and
ordered little land, such a contrast to many of the places of our Silk Road journey.
Would I do it all again? Without a doubt. I came home
looking for my next adventure, remembering with
pleasure the many people and events we met on the
Silk Road.

by Jeanette Knudsen
I have accompanied my Danish husband to his homeland at least ten times. But only once have I driven
there. Overland from Hong Kong to Aalborg, Denmark, via the Silk Road - a journey of 16,000 kilometres from Hong Kong to Poland, crossing 8 borders
with 12 different guides. We travelled together with
our friends Maurice and Anne O’Reilly till Krakow.
We continued to our final destination: Denmark.
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The Smørrebrød party in May

By Karen Andersen Yates

The Danish Society’s new website was launched last
month, thanks to the initiative of the committee and
our enthusiastic and able webmaster, Saj Choudhary.
New Danish Immigrant stories have also been uploaded and I invite you to visit these pages www.danishsociety.org.nz and click on Immigrant stories
These new stories are different and dynamic. You can
read stories and see short film clips when you visit ‘I
was and Immigrant Child in the 1050s and 60s’ Torben Sørensen, Visse Hopley and Randi Knight speak
of what happened to them as children when they arrived and entered school life, in a much earlier Auckland.
Some of our story tellers were born in New Zealand
into Danish speaking families. Linda Bryder, Annette Jorna and Marianne Kraack all had Danish early childhoods in New Zealand so different from their
fellow Kiwis.
About to marry into a Danish speaking family in
her own country was almost too much for Guinny
Sørensen but you can see her tell how she fell in love
not only with her husband to be but also Danish culture and language.
The Langkilde Legacy is briefly displayed. Without the
Langkilde family there would have been no Danish
Association, the forerunners of the Danish Society.
In the last section, you will find poetry and some
amusing stories.
As far as I know these immigrant stories on our website are uniquely presented and no other Danes have
told their stories in this way. We are recording history
and making history.
After working on this project for 7 years it is now time
for me to give it a rest. The years went by as we waited
to learn about technology, find willing people to be involved and present the project on the web. Somebody
else in the Danish Society may wish to take this on
and add to it with stories from more recently arrived
immigrants.
Thank you to all who have been involved - the story tellers who liberally shared their lives, editors, film
makers, technical advisors and webmasters. It has
been a journey and together we have achieved.
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(2018/19 financial year)

P.O. Box 12 279 - Penrose 1642
6 Rockridge Ave, Penrose
Auckland
Ph 09 580 3103
www.danishsociety.org.nz

Member. ............................... $65/pp The next magazine deadline is
Senior Rate (65+)................. $55/pp
October (unless one or
Youth Rate (18-25)............... $10/pp
two people would like to
Children under 18 ..................... Free
take on the 2-page newsFamily Discount.. $30 discount total
letter in August and September). The magazine can also be
Facebook/danishsocietynz/ Financial year runs from 01/10/ read (in full colour) online at www.
2018 to 30/09/2019
danishsociety.org.nz
Bank a/c: ASB 12 3036 067 1539 00
Mail: editor@danishsociety.org.nz

20

CONTACTS
Danish Society
The Danish House
Valhalla, Leigh

09 580 3103
022 150 6973

Committee

President:
021 688 654
Jacob Thuesen
president@danishsociety.org.nz

Committee members
Annette Jorna
021 777 926
Saj Choudhary
027 351 8050
Christian Conradsen 021 998 217
Anna Gilderdale 021 022 96802
Jesper Poulsen
020 4141 0666

Vice-President:
Other
Brian Kamper Nielsen 021 620 918
vicepresident@danishsociety.org.nz News Magazine Publisher:
Katja Haargaard Velling
Treasurer & Valhalla booking:
editor@danishsociety.org.nz
Christine Futterup
09 299 6985
Membership:
treasurer@danishsociety.org.nz &
Jolene Gibbs Nielsen 09 299 6985
valhalla@danishsociety.org.nz
membership@danishsociety.org.nz
Secretary:
Rolf Siggaard
021 229 9761 Webmaster:
027 351 8050
Saj Choudhary
secretary@danishsociety.org.nz
webmaster@danishsociety.org.nz
Events & Socials:
Mailout:
Annette Jorna & Tiana Rasmussen Helle Scott
09 521 2844
events@danishsociety.org.nz
Welfare
Kirsten Jensen
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Additional
Royal Danish Consulate:
Inger Mortensen
022 0473 500
47A Normanby Road, Mt Eden
Auckland 1024
danish-in-auckland@mail.com
The Lutheran Church:
1 Harris Road, Mt Wellington
PO Box 85-014
09 579 4490
Danish Lutheran Church of NZ:
Pastor Anja Groenne Mathiassen
03 464 0218
www.danishchurchnz.org
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