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THE SOCIETYDANISH NEWS
Hi all, and welcome to 2019 and to another year in The Danish Society. 
For those of you who do not know me, my name is Jacob Thuesen and I took over as the president at our 2018 
AGM. 
It is an absolute honour for me being the president for our society and being a part of all the fantastic events we 
do as a society so we can all keep up with our Danish traditions. I would like to thank everyone that are or have 
been a part of the different committees over the years, it is due to all your hard work that we today still have a 
very successful and robust society. 
Just a little bit about my self for those of you who might not have seen me around the club. I have been in in New 
Zealand for the past 5 years and quickly became a part of the society, not just as a member but also as a part of 
the Valhalla committee as well as the main committee. I am married to Bree and we have two boys Mikah (2) 
and Noah (5) I think thats it for now. 
Once again, a very happy New Year to you all and I am looking forward to seeing all of you in or around the 
club in 2019. Hilsen Jacob

Christmas Celebrations 
The December Shared Lunch was 
well attended, and we enjoyed 
meeting some of our new mem-
bers - which is what the Open 
House is all about. 
This was followed by the “jule-
klip”, mostly the making of hearts 
and stars which still poses a con-
siderable challenge to people who haven’t grown up with this activity. 4-year-old 
Noah found it a lot easier to ask his large band of adoring ‘aunties’ to make the hearts 
for him! 
Then we had a wonderful Danish church service which gave us an opportunity to 
sing some of the good old traditional Christmas hymns, and as always pastor Anja’s 
sermon gave us something to think about. The afternoon concluded with ‘kirkekaffe’ 

where the Nielsen family served up the delicious Danish Christmas treat, æbleskiver. Thank you to everyone 
who took part and helped kickstart the Christmas celebrations.

There was a very full house 
at the Children’s Xmas party 
to see Santa, his wife and a 
very funny Minion.

Thank you to Mia and all 
her helpers for another 
great Xmas party and so 
many delicious Christ-
mas biscuits - it was like an 
afternoon tea in Sønderjylland!
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NOTICE   BOARD

Editor wanted!
The look has changed over 
the years, but there has always 
been a need for one or more 
people working on getting the 
newsletter out to all the mem-
bers of the Danish Society.  

Would you like to set your print 
on the newsletter and help keep-

If you take the opportunity to read 
through some of the historical is-
sues you will find very interesting 
information about the day-to-day 
activities of the society.  
The magazines were paid for by 
advertising mainly from several 
airlines who were hoping to get 
business from members.
The early issues were in Danish so 
maybe not as interesting for Ki-
wis, however, as the years passed 
articles were introduced in En-
glish, recognising the growing 
number of spouses and youth that 
couldn’t read Danish.
   Anyone interested in the detailed 
history of the society from 1959 
should take the time to plough 
through the old magazine articles. 
I have started to combine several 
issues into a single PDF document 
as it simplifies the reading pro-
cess.  I have also inserted search-
able text into the PDF files.

As the time to digitise a single 
issue can vary from one to two 
hours there is still a huge task 
ahead which I will take on when I 
have the time. 
Kurt Marquart

Digitalization of old 
magazines

In Memoriam:
Berghild Kristensen

We announce with sadness the 
passing of Berghild Kristensen, a 
much loved Mor, Farmor, Mor-
mor and Oldemor, on 20 January 
2019, at the wonderful age of 96.

The Danish Society was a big part 
of her life  together with her hus-
band Knud and her family and 
she enjoyed and participated in 
many a social occasion over the 
last 60 years. 

Æret være hendes minde
Vera Taylor & family

New members
 Welcome to our new members:
-   Kathrine Møller Iversen and   
     Rene Fausing Kylkjær
-   Michael and Solvej Brandt
-   Emily Jade and Lucas Bra-
     zendale
-   Jan Prendergast
-    Emma and Dan Nielsen family
-   Helene and Kurt Piper family
-   David Sørensen
-  Mamakan and Quinten 
    Oustrup Laureijs family
-   Lars Nielsen

Upcoming concerts
1. Sunday 24 March, 2 pm, fol-
lowed by afternoon tea.
Gemma Lee, piano, and Char-
lotte Francis, violin, will enter-
tain us for about half an hour, 
and that will be followed by 
Rachel Fuller, piano, and Catrin 
Johnsson, mezzo soprano. More 
details in the March magazine.

2. Folk/world roots band Him-
merland will be performing for 
us on Sunday 14 April, 8 pm. 
Tickets: $15. More details to fol-
low.

I have restarted the digitization of 
the old news magazines and I have 
now completed 1959 up to July 
1971. 

ing all the members informed 
and entertainted?
We need a new editor for the 
newsletter, so if this appeals to 
you, contact Katja at editor@
danishsociety.org.nz for more in-
formation.

Accommodation Want-
ed - one night only!
Himmerland is a 5-piece  band. 
They’re a cheerful, easy-going 
bunch, and they would love to 
get to know you! 
Hence they’re hoping that some 
of our members will be  able to 
offer them “a bed and a break-
fast” the night after their perfor-
mance.   
Please contact Helle on 
h.r.gilderdale@gmail.com or 
02102524956 if you’re able to 
help.
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EVENTS, EVENTS, EVENTS!

We’ve hit the musical jackpot! We are very lucky 
to present our members with the exciting op-
portunity to hear a group of musicians from The 
Royal Danish Orchestra (Det Kongelige Kapel).  
    Having toured extensively in Europe and South 
America, Den Kongelige Kapels Strygekvintet 
og Lars Hastrup (which is a string quartet and 
trombone soloist) have kindly offered to play a 
concert for us on their tour through New Zea-
land. Their repertoire includes light classical 
music, popular music, rhythmical music, dan-
ish folk songs and much more.  
Don’t miss out on this exclusive opportunity to 
hear these world-class musicians!
Tickets are $5, please RSVP your attendance to 
anna.gilderdale@gmail.com, so that you can be 
assured a seat as this will surely be a popular 
event. 
Seating is 
G e n e r a l 
A d m i s -
sion, first 
come first 
serve.

Concert
Wednesday 13th of Febuary at 7pm 

Long Bay Regional Park, site 6 – that’s the first 
one on the left as you enter the park. nd don’t 
worry: the flag will be waving at you!

The site will be open from 9am so there’s time 
to get dressed up, set up your picnic spot and/
or go for a swim before the official programme 
starts at 11am. 
11am: Dress up parade (lots of prizes), imme-
diately followed by 
11:30am: Tøndeslagning – hitting the cat out 
of the barrel
12pm: Lunch and relaxing
1pm: Games and races!
(All times are approximate, as the programme 
may vary according to number of people at-
tending, weather etc.) 
We have the picnic site for the whole day, so 
you may want to stay for an evening picnic or 
nip up to Torbay for some takeaways. 

In case of heavy rain we will go to Danish 
House. Please contact Saj (0273518050) or Jacob 
(021688654) if you’re in doubt.

Fastelavn 
Sunday 24th of February at 11am

The Danish Vikings Cricket Team are visiting the 
New Zealand in February. They start in Christ-
church (http://danishsociety.org.nz/userfiles/imag-
es/cricket.jpg), before they come up to us in Auck-
land and play three matches: 
Sun 17 Feb at 2pm vs Ellerslie CC. 25 overs. Venue: 
Ellerslie CC
Tue 19th Feb at 1.30pm vs Parnell CC. 25 overs. 
Venue: Parnell CC 
Thur 21st Feb at 2pm vs Auckland Presidents. 

The Danish Vikings Cricket Team 25 overs. Venue: Ellerslie CC.

They will be visiting the Danish House on Wednes-
day 20th February at 5pm for a BBQ.
The bar will also be open! Ticket price (which in-
cludes BBQ food): Members: $10 and Non-mem-
bers: $15
Send your RSVP already now to Brian on: vicepres-
ident@danishsociety.org.nz
Please make payment to internet banking: ASB 123 
036067 153900. 1st ref: Your name, 2nd ref: Soc-
2002cr
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09 299 6985

INFO

Contribute to
our magazine

The next magazine deadline is  
February. All contribu-
tions welcome - in En-
glish or Danish (with a 
short summary in En-

glish).The magazine can also be 
read (in full colour) online at www.
danishsociety.org.nz
Mail: editor@danishsociety.org.nz

20

The Danish House
Valhalla, Leigh

09 580 3103
022 150 6973

Committee
President: 
Jacob Thuesen
president@danishsociety.org.nz

Vice-President:
Brian Kamper Nielsen 
vicepresident@danishsociety.org.nz

Treasurer:
Christine Futterup
treasurer@danishsociety.org.nz

Secretary: 
Rolf Siggaard
secretary@danishsociety.org.nz

Committee members
Saj Choudhary
Christian Conradsen
Anna Gilderdale 
Kirsten Jensen
Annette Jorna
Jesper Poulsen

027 351 8050 
021 998 217

021 022 96802 
029 479 2249

         021 777 926
    020 4141 0666

Other
News Magazine Publisher:
Katja Haargaard Velling
editor@danishsociety.org.nz

Membership:
Jolene Gibbs Nielsen
membership@danishsociety.org.nz

Webmaster:
Leon Bro
webmaster@danishsociety.org.nz

Mailout:
Helle Scott 09 521 2844

Danish Society

CONTACTS

021 688 654

021 620 918

021 225 3873

021 229 9761  027 558 6855

At the moment there are two 
weekends for room only book-
ing. June 14th-16th and No-
vember     29th-December1st.
If you would like to book a 
room, contact Christine Futter-
up on christine.futterup@jab-
ber.net.nz or 021 225 3873.  

Watch out in the next magazine 
for more information about the 
next ballot.

Valhalla - room only
Originally the plan was to start 
working bees up in May, but 
those of you who have been at 
Valhalla this Summer will under-
stand why we have converted the 
room-only weekend i March to a 
working bee; The tracks are com-
pletely overgrown.
You can sign up already now for 
any weekend with Katja (katja@
haargaard.dk). And remember, 
if you stay at Valhalla, you also 
need to join a working bee.

Working bees at Valhalla Working bees: March 8th & 9th,
May 17th & 18th, June 7 & 8th,  
July 12th & 13th, Aug 9th & 10th, 
Sep 13th & 14th, Oct 13th & 14th

Sermon in Hamilton
To celebrate the Danish Luther-
an Church of New Zealand’s 10 
year our Danish Bishop Marianne 
Gaarden is arriving from Den-
mark and will hold a special ser-
vice, followed by a festive shared 
lunch Kiwi-style on Saturday the 
23rd February at 10:45 at St. Peter’s 
Cathedral in Hamilton. See www.
danishchurchnz.org/gudstjenester 
for more information.

Additional
Royal Danish Consulate:
Inger Mortensen
022 0473 500
47A Normanby Road, Mt Eden
Auckland 1024
danish-in-auckland@mail.com

Danish Lutheran Church of NZ:
Pastor Anja Groenne Mathiassen
03 464 0218
www.danishchurchnz.org


